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In the name of Allah, the Compassionate, the Merciful! 


Preface 


Ignorance about Muslims is not bliss. Dr. Habib Siddiqui writes 
from Philadelphia, PA, USA, "The Cornel survey also revealed 
something that shows how little the general run of US citizens know 
about Islam. Almost half (46 per cent) of the respondents could not 
even answer two basic questions: what name Muslims use to refer to 
God (Allah) and the name of the Muslim holy book (Qur’an). Did not 
we know that people are afraid of things they are ignorant about 
ignorance leads to suspicion; suspicion leads to fear and anxiety, which 
contribute to hatred?’ 


‘The Muslims of Southeast Asia’ is written to highlight the 
conditions of Muslims living in Muslim countries and non-Muslim 
countries of Southeast Asia. Between Muslim Bangladesh and Muslim 
Malaysia there live Rohingyas of Arakan, adjacent to Bangladesh, 
Pattani or Thai Muslims are living adjacent to Malaysia. There exist 
continuous persecutions of Muslim Rohingyas in Arakan State of Burma 
happening sometimes mass exodus of Rohingya refugees to Bangladesh 
like the forced exodus of 1978 and 1992. Daily crossing of Rohingyas 
from Burma’s Arakan State to Bangladesh in a small numbers is going 
on escaping the border guards. Thousands are herded at Teknaf and 
kept at miserable conditions. 


Troops piled around 1,300 Muslim protesters into trucks after 
breaking up a demonstration at Tek Bai in Narathiwat province on 
Octiber 25, living 78 dead mostly from suffocation. At least six other 
were shot dead at the protest and three men were found drowned in a 
river nearby. The Thai premier’s attempt to shift blame onto Malaysia 
and Indonesia for his failure to stop violence in southern Thailand was 
a blunder that threatened regional ties, analysts are warning. Dragging 
Malaysia and Indonesia into the debate over responsibility for southern 
unrest cloud damage the ties with the majority Buddhist Kingdom. 
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Ironically, Thaksin threatened to walkout last ASEAN summit if it 
broached the topic of Muslim unrest in his country. 


A group of 144 academics from 18 Thai universities said Prime 
Minister Thaksin Shinawatra should take responsibility for the deaths 
ol 78 Muslims and asked him to apologizes for it. An insurgency has 
fared sporadically for decades in southern Muslim majority area, which 
used to be an independent sultanate until it was annexed by Thailand in 
1902. 


In Cambodia, the Khmer Rouge targeted the Cham Muslim 
community and murdered its members by the tens of thousands. In 
recent years there has been developments rendered by Saudi's NGOs 
and branded 60% of Cham Muslims shift toward to the strict wahhabi 
sect of Islam by the US State Department. The Muslim population 
stands about one million only. 


In Philippines Muslim revels have been fighting for decades to 
establish an independent Muslim State in the country's south. Peace 
accord was signed by the government and Moro National Liberation 
Front (MNLF) headed by Nur Misuri. Failure from the part of the 
government to fulfill the conditions of accord, Nur Misuri's group revolt 
against the government. The government crushed the rebellion. The 
government reached agreement with Moro Islamic Liberation Front 
(MILT) with observers from Malaysia. G 


In Singapore the Muslims become minority due to the heavy 
migrations of Chinese. Majority of Chinese rule the city state. They 
are well enough academically and economically. The arrest of 34 
Muslims accused of planning terrorist attacks and a flag over Muslims 
wearing head scarves at school have reignited concerns over race and 
religion. 

Malaysia's Prime Minister urged Muslim countries to curb 
extremist ideologies and seek better relations with the west. Abdullah 
Ahmed Badawi, who chairs the 57 nation organization of Islamic 
Conference, said Muslims should work to correct the world’s “ignorant 
and extremely damaging perception’ that their countries support terrorism 
and militancy. 
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‘It is our duty to demonstrate, by word and by action, that a 
Muslim country can be modern, democratic, tolerant and economically 
competitive,’ he told a gathering of prominent academics and diplomats 
fro the members of the OIC. ‘We need to close the great divide that 
has been created between the Muslim world and the west’, Abdullah 
said. He said Islamic countries should promote dialogue wit the rest of 
the world and engage the western media more effectively bolster their 
image. 


Ekmeleddin Ihsanoglu, the OIC’s secretary general, said 
Muslims must ‘vigorously pursue a dialogue among civilizations in the 
face of the growing threat of Islamophobia’. 


Indonesian President Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono said he would 
consider becoming a globe trotting advocate for moderate Islam, 
promoting peace in hotpots such as Middle East. Yudhoyono said he 
wanted Indonesia the worlds most populous Muslim nation, to be a 
model for moderate Islamic democracy. ‘And of course, if everything 
is going well, then Indonesia can be a good example, a good model of 
Islam that is compatible with democracy’, he said. 


Former deputy Prime Minister of Malaysia, Anwar Ibrahim, 
wrote in his book, ‘The Asian Renaissance’, that the Principle of 
awsatuba—the middle path, which corresponds to the Confucians Chun 
Yung and the golden mean of Aristotelian ethics, reinforces the moderate 
elements in the Southeast Asian Muslim character and shapes the 
understanding and practice of Islam. This moderation leads to pragmatic 
approach in social, economic and political life. Southeast Asian Muslims 
prefer to concentrate on the task of ensuring economic growth and 
eradicating poverty. They would strive to improve the welfare of the 
women and children in their midst. They do not believe it would make 
one less of a Muslim to promote economic growth, to master the 
information revolution, and to demand justice for women. Nor do they 
believe it would strengthen one’s commitment to religion by instilling 
anxiety among people of other faith. 


Moderation and pragmatism warrant that extreme emotions 
be kept under tight rein. Whilst recognizing the legitimate right of victims 
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of Oppression and persecution to use whatever means available to 
liberate themselves, the head must rule the heart, and passion must 
give way to sobriety. For if it were otherwise, it will be a sure-fire 
formula for violence and destruction. Reason and common sense must 
prevail in order for us to view things in the proper perspective and set 
our priorities right. 


l'he Indonesians courted radical ideology for a while during 
the carly post-colonial period, but pragmatism eventually won the day. 
Successive Muslim leaders in Malaysia have always emphasized 
economic and social development through a modus vivendi with the 
non Muslim minority in the country. In East Asia the number of poor 
people has dropped from E82 million in 1985 to 169 million in 1990, and 
Fall about 73 million in the year 2000. The Indonesian motto, Bhinneka 
lunggal tka (Unity in Diversity) defines the region culturally. The 
culture of tolerance is the hallmark of Southeast Asia. 


The seeds of militancy are everywhere and each community 
must ensure that they will not germinate and multiply through discontent 
and alienation. Social justice is fundamental in Southeast Asia. We peed 
fo reassert the universalism of Islam. its valus of justice, compassion 
and tolerance in a word that is yarning for a sense of direction and for 
eene peace. If this could be achieved, Muslims can tamely contribute 
to the shaping of a new world of peace, tranquility and happiness. 


AFK Jilani 





Introduction 


Muslim pilgrims prayed for tsunami victims in Mecca, asking 
Almighty Allah to give survivors the courage to cope. Indonesia, the 
world's most populous Muslim nation with 260 million people was hit 
hardest by the natural disaster. But 200,000 Indonesians, as usual 


journeyed to holy Mecca to perform annual Hajj. One Indonesian man 


spoke of his surprise over the dozens of strangers approached to offer 
condolences for the more than 220,000 Indonesian who died December 
26, 2004. 


Mohammad Saleh, a teacher from Jakarta stood at Kaaba 
Sharif and prayed, his hands raised and his eyes filled with tears. 'Oh 
Allah, I have lost a friend in the tsunami, please pardon him and all the 
victims and give them places in the paradise. Please mend all the broken 
hearts and give them courage to overcome the grief.’ Inside the Grand 
Mosque, the pilgrims circled the Kaaba, toward which Muslims turn 
for prayers five times a day. Pilgrims circle the Kaaba to start and 
finish hajj rituals, which can be stretched over days but peak with prayers 
on Mount Arafat where the Great Prophet delivered his final sermon. 
Two million Muslims perform the pilgrimage each year, a once-in-a- 
lifetime duty of all able-bodied Muslims who can afford it. Many go 
repeatedly: it is believed to cleanse the soul and wipe every sin. 


Tsunami waves killed thousands of Indonesian of Sumatra worst 
in Aceh. The same wave killed thousands of Buddhist in Sri Lanka. 
When it hit the Pukhet island of southwestern Thailand, it killed 
thousands of Christian tourists. It killed thousands of Hindus in southern 
India. So Tsunami waves hardly discriminates the victim based on religion 
but strengthens amity among various religious groups. 


On January 4, 2005, the Wall Street Journal reported that a 
Muslim cleric. Mohamed Yunoos, had been helping the Tsunami victims 
in the Karamandal coast of Madras. A Hindu fisherman, Arungan hung 
from the top of a cashew nut tree for 45 minutes as the wave raged, 
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found a safe haven in a mosque run by Mohamed Yunoos. Many bodies 
lay scattered but untouched by upper caste Hindus living nearby for 
the fear that the bodies are low caste Hindus. The Muslims helped to 
remove the bodies. The journal reported that Mr. Yunoos and his Muslim 
welfare Organization helped the Hindu victims of Tsunami. His mosque 
is on a small hill above the Bay of Bengal. The local Muslims live in the 
secluded hilltop far away from Hindu villages. One Muslim alerted the 
local fisherman to come to the shore when he saw the big waves were 
coming. The Muslim organize a relief work to assuage the pain of 
those unfortunate Hindus living by the shoreline. 


The Great Prophet of Islam said that “All men are God’s people, 
and the one loved most by Him is the one who serves His people best.” 
“The high-minded man does not bear grudges, for itis not the mark of 
a great soul to remember injuries, but to forget them." said Aristotle. 
Demolation of Babri Mosque by BJP in December, 1990, created 
sectarian feuds between Hindu and Muslim. In 2002, the Hindu fanatics 
im Gujarat butchered thousands of Muslims. Though they are victims 
ol persecutions by Hindu zealots, the Hindu victims of Tsunami were 
helped by the Muslims headed by Mohamed Yunoos. The 500 members 
of Mohamed Yunoos mosque decided to assume a key role in 
rehabilitating Hindu victims of Tsunami. 


Ihe basic proposition governing democracy and civil society is 
the dignity of man. That idea took a long time to grow. Abdala the 
Saracen, the source of Pico's idea on the dignity of man was Ibn 
Qutaiba, the celebrated humanist of the Abbasid era and author of the 
Khalaqal Insaan or “The creation of man". A century and a half after 
Pico, the idea of the dignity of man was expressed by Shakespeare in 
Hamlet. "What a piece of work is a man! How noble in reason! How 
infinite in faculty! In form, in moving, How express and admirable! In 
action how like angel! In apprehension how like a god! The beauty of 
the world! The paragon of animals!” 


There can be no dignity in poverty, sickness, deprivation, 
illiteracy and ignorance. Former US President Bill Clinton became the 
UN point man for post-Isunami reconstruction as Australia’s leader 
visited Indonesia's battered region of Aceh for a fast hand glimpse of 
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the disaster. No one could better ensure that the world does not forget 
the needs of countries devested by the December 26, 2004, disaster 
than Clinton, UN Secretary General Kofi Anan said in an announcement 
of his appointment of Clinton as Tsunami envoy. Clinton, who said he 
looked forward to his new role, also was tasked to helps resolve conflict 
with rebels in the two worst-heat countries—Indonesia and Sri Lanka. 





Indonesian government has rejected an offer by Aceh's rebels 
to put demands for independence on hold in exchange for a referendum 
on Aceh's future. Despite the government's rejection, the offer shows 
an encouraging willingness on the rebel’s side to be flexible. The new 
offer from the rebels came two days after its exile leadership and the 
government ministers held their first face to face talk in almost two 
years. The meeting focused on smoothing the path of aid to Aceh's 
tsunami victims. 


Although the talks achieved no formal agreement, the two sides 
agreed in principle that they would meet again in the few weeks to 
discuss longer-term solutions to the 28 years old insurgency. The 
rejection of the offer by the rebels to put there demands for 
independence on hold for five to ten years until a referendum is little 
surprise. Indonesia's President Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono, has said 
heis willing to consider any solution that does not involve independence. 


While leaders of other ASEAN member countries have been 
calling on Burma's junta to release Aung San Suu Kyi, Thailand's Prime 
Minister Thaksin Shinawatra has said their reasons for keeping the 
democracy icon under house arrest are reasonable. He said that the 
ruling generals were concerned with the political instability Suu Kyi's 
release would cause, potentially leading the country to break ups. 
ASEAN members such as Malaysia and Indonesia, after patiently 
backing Burma's ruling generals for years, have recently expressed 
frustration at the failure to make appreciable progress toward restoring 
democracy there. 

Singapore urged Burma to stay the course on "National 


Reconciliation", signaling the Southeast Asian ally's preference for 
reform after Rangoon's secretive military fired Prime Minister Khin 


vili 


Nyunt. Rangoon’s military leadership has consolidated senior general 
Than Sliwe's hold on power and is seen lengthening already long odds 
on the release of democracy icon Aung San Suu Kyi. 


State-owned Myanmar Oil and Gas Enterprise (MOGE) and a 
China Singaporean consortium signed a production sharing contract 
for exploration of oil and gas. The consortium comprises China National 
Olfshore Oil Company (CNOOC), Myanmar Ltd. of China, China 
Huangiu Contracting and Engineering Corporation of China and Golden 
Varon Pte. Ltd. of Singapore. 


Phe signatories will cooperate to explore oil and gas at block 
M. an onshore block covering about 7.760 squire km (2,996 sq. mile) in 
Kyaukpyu Region, Arakan State. Official statistics show that Burma 
has atotal ob 87 trillion cubic feet of gas reserves and 3.2 billion barrels 
of recoverable crude oil reserves in the country's 19 onshore and major 
olfshore oil and gas fields. Burma earned 673 million from export of 
'00155.6 MCF of gas in fiscal year 2003-2004. 


Burma is one of those that top the list of worst human rights 
record. [he country has been going ahead to make ethnic cleansing of 
Rohingya race a success. As a result, not less than half of its population 
has been forced to flee the country and make their way to Saudi Arabia, 
Pakistan, Bangladesh, Malaysia, Thailand and other places of the world. 
lhe Burmese regime remains as a sick lion eating up creatures around 
on one pretext or another. 


With the beginning of the 20" century the Rohingyas have been 


oppressed, repressed and exterminated by the Burmese regimes and 
Rakhine people. the worst by the state peace and Development Council 
(SPDC). The chief reason is that they are Muslims. They have been 
existing through thick and thin, keeping no stone unturned exploring all 
venues for a lasting solution to their long-standing problem so as to live 
peacefully and honorably in their ancestral homeland of Arakan with 
all human dignity and rights. 


AFK Jilani 
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Chapter 1 


Islam in Southeast Asia 


D.D. Legge and D.G.E. Hall are of the opinion that the Islamic 
influence after that watershed Arab peddlers became bearers of the 
faith as well as merchants" 


It is generally believed that within 50 years after the holy 
Prophet, a mosque was built in Canton, and according to the legend of 
the Muslims of China, a Companion of the Prophet had died there and 
was buried at Canton. 


In his journey from China to the Levant in 1292, Marco Polo 
stayed for five months at a city port of northeast Sumatra called Perlak. 
He observed, “That the people of Perlak used all to be idolaters, but 
owing to contact with (Arab) Saracen merchants, who continually resort 
here in their ships, they have all been converted to Islam. The people 
of the mountains live like beasts." 


Islam came to Southeast Asia borne on the seas by Sufis and 
merchants. Conversion was by choice, not coercion, beginning with 
the urban rulers and the trading community. According to T.W. Arnold, 
in The Preaching of Islam, "there is evidence enough to show the 
existence of peaceful missionary efforts to spread the faith of Islam 
during the last 600 years. Preaching and persuasion rather than force 
and violence have been the main characteristics of this missionary 
movement." 


According to history, Islam reached Arakan before 788 AD 
and it attracted the local people to the fold of Islam en masse. Many 
Arab ships were wrecked near Rambree Island while Arakan was 
ruled by the King Mahataing Sanda (788-810) and the crew and traders 
of those ships were Muslims and they were sent to Arakan proper and 
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settled in villages. (R.B. Smarth Burma Gazetteer Akyab District, 
VoLTE 195) 


Since then Islam played an important role towards the 
advancement of civilization in Burma. From 1430 to 1784, the system 
of government of Arakan was Muslim sultanate as was common in 
those days. It was an independent Muslim kingdom in 14" century 
according to the Time Atlas of world History. According to Dr. Than 
Tun there were Rohingya Kings from the Mayu valley who used to 
visit kings of Ava as mentioned in the inscription of 1442. In Arakan 
Muslims and Buddhist lived side by side for centuries with amity and 
concord as one family and ruled the country together. 


According to history, Islam came to Burma through sea-borne 
Sufis and merchants. In the 8" century at the time of Pikthon, the king 
of Pagan, Arab traders used to visit Thaton and Muttanma in their 
journey to and from East Indies Islands, Madagasaka and China (U 
Kyi- The Essential of Burmese History p.156-157). 


The Arakan chronicle gives reference to the travelling of Muslim 
mystics in the country during the Pagan period. The chronicle States 
that during King Anawrahta's rule (1044-1077) “when he (attendant of 
the king) entered the forests he found a Muslim saint, possessed of 
mystic wisdom, dead with marks of violence upon him". (Dr. Qanungo 
S.B. "A History of Chittagong” Vol.1.1986 P, P, 111-112). 


A ship was wrecked at Thaton, the port city of Mon, while king 
Manuha was ruling the Mon from Thaton and the Burmese were united 
under Anawrahta from Pagan. Byawi and Byatta, the two Muslim 
brothers escaped the ship wreck and they were taken and adopted by 
the monk of Thaton. The two brothers became famous for their strength 
of even fighting elephants with their bare hands. The king was afraid 
of these two Muslim mighty men and Byawi was trapped with the 
daughter of Manuha's Prime Minister and beheaded. Byatta escaped 
to king Anawrahta's court and was appointed as an army general. 
With the help of Byatta, Anawrahta conquered Thaton and Manuha 
was taken as prisoner. Byatta was married to a woman from Popa. 
They had two sons, Shwe Pyine Gyi and Shwe Pyine Ngay. They 
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helped Anawrahta and won a battle with Chinese. On their way back 
to Pagan, the two brothers were beheaded by Anawrahta as they refused 
to put bricks on a Buddhist pagoda as they were Muslims. Anawrahta 
was killed in a fight with a mysterious mad buffalo. 


Anawrahta's son Saw Lu was the foster brother of Rahman 
Khan, the ruler of Pegu. With a minor dispute, Saw Lu fought Pegu. 
Rahman Khan with his army won the battle and Saw Lu was taken 
prisoner. Later Saw Lu was Killed by Rahman Khan. But he was 
defeated by Saw Lu's half brother, Kyansistha. The daughter of 
Kyansistha was in love with a Muslim prince. The ministers objected 
the marriage saying that the country would turn into a Kala state. 


This peaceful and gradual Islamization has moulded the 
Southeast Asian Muslim psyche into one which is cosmopolitan, open- 
minded, tolerant and amenable to cultural diversity. A prominent scholar, 
Professor Syed Mohammed Naquibal-Attas asserts, Islam transformed 
the "essential character and world view of the Malay-Javanese 
civilization" to one which is essentially *modern"- from the perspective 
based on magic, myth and superstition to that which is scientific and 
rational, in conformity with the spirit of the Quran. (Al-Attas, Syed 
Mohammed Nadquib, “Islam and Secularism”, Kuala Lumpur: 1S TAC, 
1993.) 


The principle of ‘awsatuba’ -the middle path reinforces the 
moderate elements in the Southeast Asia Muslim character and shapes 
the understanding and practice of Islam. This moderation leads to a 
pragmatic approach in social, economic and political life. Moderation 
and pragmatism warrant that extreme emotions are kept under tight 
rein. Whilst recognizing legitimate rights of victims of oppression and 
persecution to use whatever means available to liberate themselves, 
the head must rule the heart, and passion must give way to sobriety. 


With the fall in 1492 of the Muslim Kingdom of Granada Islamic 
civilization was severed from Europe, where it had established itself 
during the preceding eight centuries as an integral part of Europe. 
Dante's idea of the "universal community of the human race" was 
infact realized for centuries in Spain under Moorish rule. This period 
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known as the ‘conviencia’, witnessed the generally peaceful 
coexistence between the Jews. Christians and Muslims, where there 
was fertile cross-pollination of ideas and knowledge dominated by a 
climate of cultural vitality. Christians built their homes in the Moorish 
style and dressed in Arab clothing. Jewish and Muslim literature was 
translated into Castilian and Latin. 


The new civilization of the Mughals was to rise in India and 
bequeath to the world miraculous works of art in the fields of architecture 
and music. The full flowering of the Ottoman Turks was only beginning. 
At its height, the Ottoman Empire was hold sway even to the very 
gates of Vienna until the last century. In terms of size and population 
under its control, it was greater then the dominions of Alexander the 
Great or Genghis Khan at the height of their respective power. And no 
united empire had ever survived intact for as long as it did-600 years of 
uninterrupted rule. 


Despite their grand achievements, both the Mughals and the 
Ottomans were to be mere peripheral powers in the emerging world 
system. The Ottaman defeat in the decisive naval Battle of Lepanto in 
1571 soon ended whatever hope there was to redeem the inglorious 
exist of Islam from Spain. The Muslims painfully witnessed the gap in 
technological strength upon the first encounter with a modern European 
power when Napoleon set foot in Egypt in 1798, triggering the forward 
movement of European domination of the Muslim world. Almost without 
exception, Muslim nations have experienced colonism. Many have not 
quite fully recovered from its traumatic after-effect, as manifested in 
extreme attitudes towards the west. And antipathy towards the west 
may have been justified in the immediate post-colonial years; there is 
no reasonable excuse for the persistence of such an attitude. 


At the other extreme are the culturally dispossessed elite 
classes, who remain spell bound and enchanted with the west. Asian 
societies are stratified into two levels. There are downtrodden masses, 
economically and politically disadvantaged poor class. And on the other 
hand, lording over the oppressed majority, an advantaged class 
comprising the old aristocracy, the military cliques, and expanding coterie 
of equally corrupt opportunists. 


Islam in Southeast Asia 5 


While Islam was progressively marginalized in world history, a 
similar process of intellectual decline and decay was gradually setting 
in. With the deterioration in economic activities over centuries of colonial 
subjugation, poverty and destitution began to surface in Muslim societies. 
Patronage of learning suffered. The painful political convulsions of most 
countries under colonial rule did not end with independence. 
Independence promised much but delivered little. In some case, the 
new regimes surpassed their erstwhile colonial masters in political 
repression. Yet, in Southeast Asia, the frenzy of post-colonial rhetoric 
was replaced by pragmatic approach. The education of all children is 
always accorded highest priority in the allocation of the nation's 
resources. In addition to government funded schools, Islamic social 
and religious organizations undertake massive educational programmes 
for boys and girls. The scale of the efforts by the Muhammadiyah and 
Nahdatul Iulama in Indonesia is quite unprecedented elsewhere in the 
Muslim world. 


The Southeast Asian region has been often cited as a case 
where Muslims have come to terms with modernity. The number of 
Southeast Asian Muslims swells to surpass that of the Arab, Turks and 
Persians. Their lack of historic greatness is a boon. The Arabs, Turks 
or Persians are weighed down by their millstone of greatness. The 
Malays are less haunted by the ghost of the past. They are more attentive 
to present realities. The most successful Malay-Muslim Kingdom was 
the Malacean maritime kingdom, which rose and fell within barely a 
century. Intellectual and philosophical creativity in the Malay world 
reached its height only in the seventeenth century in Acheh. 


Extremism in all its forms must be wholly repudiated. Tolerance 
cannot be demanded from one community only. It must be mutual. 
Reports of atrocities towards Muslims in other countries are received 
with shock and despair in Southeast Asia. The seeds of militancy are 
everywhere and each community must ensure that they will not 
germinate and multiply through discontent and alienation. So, 
participation and social justice is fundamental in Southeast Asia. 


In the words of Dr. Muinuddin Ahmad Khan, “the coastal areas 
of Southeast Asia are dominated by the Muslims and the mainland 
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countries dominated by the Buddhist and that the Catholic Christians 
are predominant in the Philippine; that, on half of the total population of 
the region is Muslim, one third Buddhist and one -sixth Christian; that, 
historically and traditionally, there has always been good relations 
between the Buddhist and the Muslims; that, Islam spread in the region 
not by imposition or compulsion of any manner whatsoever, but owing 
to the natural desire of acceptance by the incumbents; that, Islam came 
to the region carrying good manners and boat-loads of commodities in 
hand; and that, religious tolerance is the excellence of the people of 
Southeast Asia; and that, a religious man is regarded as a good man". 


The population settlement of Southeast Asia follows the 
geographical situation of the region. In this respect, the physical 
geography of Southeast Asia is landscapes of mountain and river valleys 
and seacoasts, both richly covered with trophical rain forest, lush green 
vegetation, many kinds of colourful fauna and flora crowning with 
exquisitely beautiful environment, giant rivers, large natural water falls, 
long coast line with beaches, archipelagos and islands. This geographical 
diversities produces also a somewhat confrontation between the hill- 
men and Sea-farers. 


On the hill-men’s side, which may also be called as ‘mainland 
countries’ was settled by southward migrant peoples moving slowly 
over thousands of years, dominated by the Buddhist population, which 
cover Burma, Thailand, Cambodia, Viet-Nam and Laos. On the Sea- 
farers side, is the fertile volcanic crecent of the Indonesian-Philippines 
archipelago, which curves along the south and eastern parts of the 
region as well as the humid forest-lands of Malay Peninsula, Borneo, 
and Mindanao stretching across the equator. This area may also be 
described as scattered lands bounded by rich shallow seas. These lands 
are settled from the sea. Naturally, the Muslims, who arrived thither 
seafaring, predominate in these areas. They live mainly in northern 
Arakan, Southern Thailand and the adjacent Cambodian strip, Malaysia, 
Singapore, Indonesia and Mindanio. Catholic are the product of Spanish 
in the Philippines. The Chinese settled mainly in Singapore, Malaysia 
and Indonesian cities dominate the whole region economically. There 
are also sprinkling of Hindu population in Burma, Malaysia, Indonesia 
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and Singapore. The culture of tolerance is the hall mark of Southeast 
Asian Islam. Religious tolerance has always been the rule of social 
relationship and equally also a boon for social tranquillity and economic 
progress in the region. 


In the words of Anwar Ibrahim “The wave of Islamic revivalism 
that began with the anti-imperialist struggles of the previous century 
has gained further momentum in our time among Muslims in Southeast 
Asia. The energy potential must be properly directed so as not to 
deteriorate or be corrupted into blind fanaticism which could precipitate 
into violent clashes with other cultures. There are indeed signs, however, 
that these religious energies, aligned with forces of social conservatism, 
have served to marginalize the Muslims in the rapidly changing world. 
Thus, we need to reassert the universalism of Islam, its values of justice, 
compassion and tolerance in a world that is yarning for a sense of 
direction and genuine peace. If this could be achieved, Muslims can 
truly contribute to the shaping of a new world”. 


Brunei 


The future king of the oil rich sultanate of Brunei married a 17- 
year old half-Swiss commoner at a wedding attended by royality and 
dignitaries from around the world. 


Crown Prince Al-Muhtadee Billah Bolkiah, 30, son of Sultan 


' HassanalBolkiah-the fabulously wealthy ruler of 350,000 subjects-wed 


Sarah Salleh before 2,000 people in a traditional Malay Muslim 
ceremony at Brunei’s giant main palace. 


The sultan escorted the prince wearing a gold crown and a 
Kris dagger tucked into his sash-to a golden chair on the dais. He was 
joined by his bride, who emerged from a stateroom more than an hour 
behind schedule. 


The prince placed a hand on Sarah’s diamond tiara as Muslim 
marriage prayers were recited for the centuries old ceremony. She 
wore and embroidered blue dress and veil and clasped a gold-and- 
diamond bouquet. They then descended from the dais and kissed the 
sultan for his blessing. 
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The couple embarked from the 1,788-room palace in an open 
gold coloured, Rolls-Royce stretch limousine for five-mile parade across 
the capital, accompanied by 103 limousines and vehicles carrying family 
members as a marching band played. 


A tropical downpour soaked the couple even though footmen 
walking alongside their vehicle tried to shield them with umbrellas. 
Thousands of people, many who had lined the streets since daybreak, 
scurried for cover after catching a glimpse of the motorcade, “I’m 
excited to come out and see this, because he will be my new king”, 
said retiree Abdul Malik Ali, “He seems smart and sophisticated, even 
though I've never heard him or seen him before". 


Earlier, a 21-gun salute sounded as Japan's Crown Prince 
Naruhito, Bahrain’s Prince and Prince Bandar of Saudi Arabia arrived. 
Other guests include the presidents of Indonesia and the Philippines, 
and the prime minister of Singapore. 


The crown prince was educated at Oxford and will be the 30% 
sultan in a line stretching back 600 years. 


His bride, whose father is a manager at the Public Works 
Department is "known among her teachers and friends for her grace, 
intelligence and positive attitude," according to the official wedding 
booklet. 


Swedish King Carl Gust of xvi said Brunei is a country which 
is much more open than one may imagine. Every Sunday after his visit 
to the mosque, Sultan Hassanal Bolkiah holds an open audience where 
anyone can present his wishes and presumably his complaint also. The 
57 year old Sultan, who has ruled Brunei since 1967, visited every 
village each year, where there is every possibility of direct 
communication with all his subjects. 


Brunei's absolute ruler convened the tiny oil-rich Sultanate's 
legislature for the first time in the two decades on Sunday to mull 
constitutional amendments expected to further strengthen his rule. But 
Sultan Hassanal Bulkiah promised the amendments would also bring 
more openness and public consultation. “These changes will enable us 
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to protect the importance of the people and the country." Hassanal 
said after swearing in the 21 appointed members of the state legislative 
council. *We must start this process carefully. I will monitor the work 
and effectiveness of the creation of the state council .... And will decide 
whether this process can be continued,’ he added. 


Brunei's absolute rule convened the tiny oil-rich Sultanate's 
legislature for the first time in the two decades on Saturday to mull 
constitutional amendments expected to further strengthen his rule. 


But Sultan Hassanal Bulkiah promised the amendments would 
also bring more openness and public consultation. “These changes will 
enable us to protect the importance of the people and the country", 
Hassanal said after swearing in the 21 appointed members of the State 
Legislative Council. ^We must start this process carefully. I will monitor 
the work and effectiveness of the creation of the state Council .... and 
will decide whether this process can be continued," he added. 


Oil-rich Brunei is signalling a resolve to compete with its 
neigbhours as it cautiously implements political reforms and takes steps 
to diversify its economy, but analysts say the challenges are formidable. 


Analysts have warned the absolute monarchy risks economics 
of Southeast Asia and communist ruled Vietnam if it fails to implement 
reforms that will put the tiny kingdom on the radar screens of foreign 
investors. In a surprise move in July, Brunei's ruler Sultan Hassanal 
Bolkiah announced he was reconvening parliament. The hand-picked 
body held its inaugural session on Saturday in which the key agenda 
was a proposed amendment calling for limited elections. While Brunei 
is far from having full-fledged democratic institutions, analysts first 
step towards political reform. 


Singapore 


Singapore was originally a Muslim city inhabited by Malay 
Muslims till the occupation of British in 1819 A.D. It was then opened 
up for the Chinese and Indian migrants. Gradually, the Chinese out- 
numbered the original Malay Muslim population. Although, one of the 
smallest states in the world, Singapore is a prosperous states and is a 
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developed and advanced state of the world, But the minority Muslims 
complain that the majority Chinese fare better academically and 
economically. The arrest of 24 Muslims accused of terrorist and a 
flap in January 2002, over Muslims wearing head scarves at schools 
have reignited concerns over race and religion. 


The leaders of Buddhist Burma used to say that Malaysia and 
Indonesia were once Buddhist countries and expressed their unhappiness 
because these two countries became Muslim countries. But they never 
say about Singapore which was a Malay Muslim state now turned to 
be Chinese Buddhist State. 


Lee Hsien Long, the eldest son of, first prime minister of 
Singapore, sworned in on 12 August 2004 as new prime minister of 
Singapore. At an evening garden ceremony at a 134 year old colonial 
palace known as the Istana, Lee formed a new government of familiar 
faces, including his 80 year old father Lee Kuan Yew and retiring Prime 
Minister Goh Chok Tong. 1400 guests were invited in a tightly 
choreographed succession amid at the Island’s stable situation. 


The elder Lee’s new title is “minister mentor”. The new session 
minister replacing Lee Kuan Yew is 63 old Goh. He is second only to 
Prime Minister outranking the two deputy prime minister. Former foreign 
minister S. Jayakumar is now one of the two deputy prime minister. 
But there is no Malay Muslim minister holding important post except 


minister for minority though they only are the Bumaputra- the people 
of the Soil. 


Chapter 2 


Politics in Malaysia and Indonesia 


An international conference of Islamic scholars opened on 23" 
February 2004 in Indonesia with better attacks from President Megawati 
Sukarnaputri on the US led invasion of Iraq. In her opening speech, 
she described the war in Iraq as "exceptional injustice" against a Muslim 
country and actions of big countries toward countries whose majority 
populations are Muslims, said the president of the world's largest Muslim 
populated country. 


“The act of violence undertaken unilaterally against the Republic 
of Iraq by the countries, which are now finding difficult to prove the 
existence of weapons of mass destruction there, which is the sole 
justification to lunch the biggest military attack at the beginning of the 
21* century, is an evident picture of this injustice,” she said. 


The three day conference, attended by some 300 delegates 
from 49 countries, aimed at promoting dialogue between the Islamic 
world and the west in view of tensions over the US led global war on 
terror seem by many in Muslim countries as targeting Islam. 


After expressing condolences to the United States for the 
September 11, 2001 attacks, she said that she and her government 
have sharply criticised its military operations in Afghanistan and Iraq. 
The meeting is organised by Indonesia’s Largest Islamic Organization, 
the Nahdhatul Ulama (NU), in cooperation with the government. NU 
chairman Hasyim Muzadi criticized the US led campaigns in both Iraq 
and Afghanistan. 


“An attack against a country under any pretext will only bring 
untold misery to innocent civilians,” Muzadi told delegates. The attackers 
also stand to lose; at least as far as global opinion is concerned, not to 
mention if it is launched without the authorization of the United Nations” 
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NU claims a following of 40 million Indonesian, Megawati also 
criticized the French governments’ decision to ban conspicuous religious 
symbols including Islamic headscarves at government schools, calling 
the move injustice in a far smaller feature”. 


Western politics help fuel terrorism in Indonesia. The policies 
of some western nations in the Middle East and else where are partly 
to blame for the rise of terrorism in Indonesia and other countries, a top 
Indonesian official said. The main cause of terrorism in Indonesia was 
religious radicalism that manipulated religion for its own ends, said Asyad 
Mbai, the security ministry's counter-terror chief. But also fanning the 
rise of terrorism were western policies which” some times can make 
radicals even more radical”, he said. “As long as this perceived injustice 
continue, hatred will continue to come to the surface and radicalism 
can take place.” 


Mbai said he and other Indonesian officials, including. President 
Megawati Sukarnoputri, had been asking their counterparts abroad to 
correct "these injustices, double standards." 


The Indonesia's-based an al Qaeda-Linked Jemaah Islamiyah 
has carried out a string of attacks or attempted attacks in Southeast 
Asia in recent years, most notably the Bali bombings which killed 202 
people in October 2002. The Bali plotters say they carried out the 
attack to avenge perceived injustices to Muslims worldwide. They say 
that if the Palestinians conduct a revenge action they are terrorists but 
when Israel bombs with their helicopters and armoured vehicles, they 
are not terrorists. This is what double standard is. 

First, the elections! big winner, Megawati Sukarnoputri, was 
blocked from the presidency and installed the most liberal of Islamic 
politicians, Abdurrahman Wahid. Then in 2001, the parties led the charge 
to dethrone the incompetent Wahid, allowing Megawati to finally become 
President with an Islamic Vice President, Hamzah Haz. 


In Kota Cede, a Javanese town on the outskirts of Yogyakata, 
the National Mandate Party, known as PAN, won the most votes in the 
1999 elections. PAN was founded by Amein Rais, the former chairman 
of Muhammadiyah and the current speaker of the People's consultative 
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Assembly. Rais quickly tapped into Muhammadiyah's network of 30 
million adherents for votes. In Kota Cede, Muhammadiyah is entrenched 
like a second government, providing crucial social services and education 
where the national government has disappointed the poor. It built the 
hospital and many of the schools and mosques in the surrounding area. 
Most of the imams of the mosques are trained and paid by 
Muhammadiyah as well. 


Rais stresses again and again that PAN is an open party, not 
just for religious Muslims or Muhammadiyah followers. When some 
Islamic Parties tried to alter the national constitution to add Islamic 
law, Rais helped squash the movement. "Political parties based on 
religion don't have a promising future" he says bluntly adding that there 
is a difference between piety and politics. He believes to stick in the 
middle of secular and Islamic factions is the best way in Indonesia, the 
world's most populous Muslim country. 


One of the clerics radicalized by Suharto's repression was 
Abubakar Bashir, alleged spiritual leader of Jemaah Islamiah, the 
network of Islamic militants widely believed to be behind the Bali 
bombings, he is now under arrest in Jakarta on other charges. Smiling 
till the end, Amrogi was the first suspect to be convicted over the 2002 
October Bali bombings. He was sentenced to death. Indonesia 
continued to feel the burnt of terror attacks. A car bomb at Jakarta's 
JW Marriott hotel in August claimed 14 lives. 


Indonesian prosecutors formally charged cleric Abu Bakar 
Bashir with ordering his followers to launch a suicide attack on the 
J.W. Warriott hotel in Jakarta last year. Prosecutors had said earlier 
that Bashir would be charged with heading Jemaah Islamiyah, the al — 
Qaida linked group blamed for the 2002 Bali bombings. It was unclear 
whether those charges were among those filed Friday. Jemaah 
Islamiyah has also been blamed for the Marriott attack, which killed 
14, and last month's attack on the Australian Embassy in Jakarta in 
which nine people died. The trial of the 68-year-old cleric could now 
start within weeks. He was charged under the country's anti-terror 
law which allows for the death sentence. “Bashir is charged with 
motivating or ordering people to take part in terrorism, in this case 
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related to the J.W. Marriott bombing,” prosecutor Andi Herman said 
after filing a 65 page charge sheet against Bashir to the South Jakarta 
District Court. Herman also said Bashir would be charged with storing 
explosives in the seizure of bomb making materials last year in Central 
Java province. Washington and other foreign governments accuse 
Bashir of heading Jemaah Islamiyah, and efforts to convict him are 
being monitored closely outside Indonesia, the world’s most populous 
Muslim nation. Bashir, who was in jail at the time of the Marriott attack, 
denies any wrongdoing, and says he is being targeted for his campaign 
to introduce Islamic law in Indonesia. 


As Chief Minister of northern Kelantan State and as spiritual 
leader of Malaysia’s Islamic Party, known as PAS (Malay acronym) 
Nik Aziz Nik Mat’s voice is impossible to ignore, “Islam is for everybody”, 
he preachs, “I don’t see any alternative to Islam). In Malaysia, the 
centre of the PAS is Kota Baharu, as the capital of Kelantan, Nik 
Aziz’s home base. Here, women wear white robes and head scarves 
as not allowed to mix sexes freely. Muslims are barred from drinking 
alcohol and shuttered the bars and nightclubs. When the call to prayer 
echoes from the city’s mosques, management shut off the store’s 
booming stereo and patrons reduce their voice to a whisper. Kota 
Baharu’s supermarkets have separate checkout counters for men and 
women. 


This is an environment seemingly custom-made for Nik Aziz, 
who wins votes more with piety than politics. Twice a week, Nik Aziz 
joins the faithful for the day’s final prayer at the mosque he built next to 
his house and then sits cross-legged and gave a lecture on Islam. 
Hundreds of followers come to listen. The 1997 Asian economic crisis 
and the instability it created for PAS to rocket to prominence. The 
crisis led to a clash between Mahatir and his popular Deputy Prime 
Minister Anwar Ibrahim over how to tackle financial crisis. The dispute 
ended with Anwar being jailed on questionable corruption and sodomy 
charges. Anwar was freed from prison on 2™ September 2004 after 
Malaysia’s highest court overturned his conviction. 


Chapter 3 


Malaysia 


Malaysia’s per capita income is $ 3,906 with a total population 
of 23 million in an area of 3, 28,550 square kilometres. Palm oil, natural 
rubber, pepper and cocoa are its main exportable products-typical 
equatorial item. And the economy consists of tarde, commerce, banking 
and finance, manufacturing, transportation, information technology and 
the fast spreading tourism industry. Malaysia’s changing faces and its 
growth in all sectors under the dynamic and able Leadership of Dr. 
Mahathir Mohamad, who retried after 22 uninterrupted years of 
governance, at the end of October 2003. He was a true patriot undoubted 
aman with vision, determination and a clear mission that the Malaysians 
had been looking for so desperately. Former Prime Minister-Tunku 
Abdul Rahman and Tun Abdul Razzak- were all capable persons no 
doubt, but Mahatir’s sense of patriotism and his capability to arouse 
the nation at the right moment, injecting the magic of super love for the 
country, excelled all others by a wide margin. Twenty two years later 
Mahathir’s mission perhaps completed and he stepped down with all 
the glory. 


Malaysia is mountainous. Up to three fifth of the land is under 
evergreen rain forests. Malaysia’s tin reserves are the third largest in 
the world after those of Brazil and China. Its proven reserves of 
petroleum and natural gas are also important. Malaysia is unique in 
that it is the only country that has territory on both the mainland and 
insular regions of Southeast Asia. One half of it is more then 500 ft. 
above sea level. 


Malaysia is one of the most racially, ethnically diverse nations 
in the world with all major Asian ethnic groups. In this country, peace 
thrives as the various groups co-exist in harmony and tolerance. The 
Largest ethnic group in Malaysia is the Malays. Islam is the religion of 
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Malays and some Malaysian Indians, and is also the official religion of 
the state. Two other large ethnic groups came to what is now Malaysia 
during colonial times. They are the Chinese about 35% of the population 
who migrated from south-eastern China and came to work in tin mining 
or retail trade, and Indians (Pakistanis and Sri Lankan Tamils) about 
10% of the population, came to work on rubber plantations. There are 
some 25 ethnic groups as well as smaller tribal subgroups; still another 
wave of immigration began in the 1970s because of an economic boom. 
Hundreds of thousands of migrant workers, mainly from Indonesia, 
poured into Malaysia to fill manufacturing jobs. 


Filipinos, Cambodians, Vietnamese, Indonesians and Bosnians 
have all sought refuge in Malaysia at various moments. About 45,000 
Filipino Muslims who fled ethnic strife in Mindanao in 1972 and 1974 
have been locally integrated in the eastern Malaysian state of Sabah, 
according to UNHCR estimates. About 10,000 of the Cambodian 
Muslims who fled the Pol Pot regime beginning in 1975 have been 
permanently resettled in Malaysia, with funding from UNHCR to help 
with integration, more recently, in the early 19905 UNHCR brokered 
an agreement under which about 180 Acehneses refugees from 
Indonesia received temporary permits to live in Malaysia. Then, in March 
1998, Malaysian forcibly repatriated around 500 Acehene's, sparking 
international protest. The government continues to deny UNHCR 
access of Acehene's asylum seekers in immigration detention. About 
400 Bosnian Muslims have also been accepted for resettlement in 
Malaysia. 


Because whatever protection Malaysia offers to refugees is 
not institutionalized but must be renegotiated for each group, many, like 
the Rohingya, are overlooked or ignored. Such as ad hoc approach 
also increases the potential for politicization of asylum based on the 
relations between Malaysia and the country of origin, and increases 
the potential for discrimination based on the asylum-seeker's nationality 
or ethnic background. As for refugees recognized by UNHCR but not 
by the Malaysians government, Malaysia provides no protection. 
Similarly, in terms of durable solutions for refugees, Malaysia generally 
does not allow for local integration. Therefore, UNHCR must seek 
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resettlement in a third country for refugees like the Kohingya who 
cannot be repatriated. Although Malaysia does not repatriate Rohingya 
to Burma, it deport them to Thailand, including Rohingyas recognized 
by UNHCR as refugees. Mohammed Sayeed, a native of Nurullah 
Village of Maungdaw Township of Burma is a Rohingya recognized as 
a refugee by UNHCR. On October 25, 1999, he was arrested at his 
home and detained at the Langkap immigration detention centre in 
Perak, reportedly in connection with his participation in a demonstration 
in front of the Burmese embassy on September 9, 1999. Despite 
UNHCR's intervention on his behalf, the immigration department 
refused to release him until, June 27, 2000, when he was resettled in 
Australia. 


According to “Malaysia’s Treatment of undocumented 
Rohingya” documented by Human Right Watch, the Malaysian 
government has not agreed to let the Rohingya stay on even a temporary 
basis, and the Immigration Department reportedly declared in March 
2000 that “the Rohingyas or Myanmar have never been accorded 
refugee status.” Without permission to live legally in Malaysia or any 
way to get such permission, Rohingya are at constant risk of detention 
and deportation. Local police and immigration officials generally ignore 
UNHCR documents and arrest their bearers. Malaysian expels 
Rohingya to Thailand because Burma will not accept them back and 
because Rohingya generally enter Malaysia through the Thai border. 
At best, Rohingya deported to Thailand are able to return to Malaysia 
without being detected by Thai official or by paying official a bribe. At 
worst, they face detention in Thailand and deportation to Burma, Thai 
officials put them in boats and sent across the Thai-Burma border at 
Mae Sot. Burmese troops fired them. They hide in jungle along the 
shore until they could make way back through Thailand and eventually, 
to Malaysia. Returning refugees and asylum-seekers to countries where 
they could face persecution is a violation of the fundamental principle 
of non-refoulment under international Law. 


The Malay Language is an Austronesian Language called 
Bahasa Malaysia, which means Language of Malaysia. It is the 
country’s official Language. Chinese speak southern Chinese dialects, 
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though a large number also know some Mandarin Chinese. Many Indian 
of Malaysia use ‘Tamil’ 


The National Mosque, with a capacity of 5000 devotees, is 
situated among five acres of beautiful gardens. The Mosque was built 
in 1965. Recently it was refurbished, and now features marble floors, 
reflection pools, fountains and a 73- meter high minaret, sleek and stylish 
against the Kuala Lumpur skyline. Its bright blue jogged rooftop designed 
in the shape of an eighteen-pouted star, has the appearance of a pointly 
opened multi-fold umbrella-like roof, which symbolizes the aspirations 
of an independent nation. 


In Chinatown, one can witness the commerce first hand. Along 
Petaling Street, the heart of Chinatown, one will see just about anything 
and everything being sold. Value buys are possible, as bargaining is 
welcomed. 


Within 130 years, Kuala Lampur has grown to a modern city of 
Southeast Asia with an area of 243 Sq Kim and a population of two 
million people. It is a city of gleaming skyscrapers, but it retains much 
of the local colour that bas been wiped out in other Asian-boom cities 
such as Singapore. Kuala Lampur came into being in the late 1860s at 
the meeting point of the Keleng and Gombak. The tin discovered in 
Ampany attracted miners and Kuala Lampur quickly became a 
boomtown. Malaysia declared independence in 1957 from the Britain 
from Kuala Lampur Dataran Merdeka (Freedom Square). The city 
officially became the capital of Independent Malaysia. 


Butit Bintang area is the paradise for the tourists. You can find 
hundreds of tourists roaming here and there for scattered shopping. 
Half of them are from Middle Eastern countries. And it is tough to 
overlook the invitations of the staff of the message centres where the 
famous event was foot message costs you 25 R.M (one RM equates 
to Taka 16 for half hour). The shops and food courts on this street 
remain open up to 3 AM. In a short span of time tourism became the 
second largest foreign exchange earner. 


One of most ambitions projects ever undertaken in Malaysia is 
Menara Kuala Lumpur. A highly innovative combination of retail, leisure, 
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entertainment and most of all a hi-tech centre for telecommunications 
rises to height of 421 m (i403 ft); a highly visible and prestigious 
landmark. Bukit Nanas itself, where the tower is built, is 94 meters 
above sea level. Menara Kuala Lumpur was officially Launched by 
YAB Dato Seri Dr, Mahathir Mohammad, the then Prime Minister of 
Malaysia, on October 1“, 1996. It stands majestically among the clouds 
as the tallest structure in the world. 


The design of the decorated glass windows at the top the tower 
is based on the Muqarnas decoration of the Shah Mosque in Isfahan, 
Iran. Muqarnas was constructed in the arrangement of glasses on the 
domes of the lobby entrance to illustrate the 7 Layers of the sky with 
sun rays shinning from the middle. The natural surroundings of Bukit 
Nanas were cared for during the construction to ensure balance in 
development and conservation of the environment. In this effort, a 
100-year-old Jelutong tree was preserved at the cost of RM 430,000. 


Four high speed lifts with capacity of 800 people per hour will 
take you up the Kuala Lumpur Tower to the Observation Platform in 
one minute where a breathtaking 360 view of the city by day and night 
awaits. The Tower head has total area of 7.700 sq meters and is 50 m 
diameter-wide at its widest point. The roof of the tower head is a 
restricted area from where the Malacca Straits can be seen in a clear 
day. 


Recognizing the importance of tourism as one of the principal 
foreign exchange earners as well as a major source of employment 
opportunities, the Government of Malaysia has placed great emphasis 
on tourism product development by continuously upgrading the quality 
of existing products as well as developing new products to capture a 
bigger. 


The 88-Storey Petronas Twin Towers rise like sentinels in the 
heart of Kuala Lumpur. Costing US 1.2 billion dollars and uniquely 
designed, its height is 451.9 meter (1483 ft). 2000 meters above the 
sea Level, Genting Highlands, a magnificent city on the hilltop, is 50 km 
from Kuala Lumpur. It offers the bountiful harvest of nature with 
international standard facilities. 
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Share of the world tourism market. In this regard, a vast array 
of tourism products has and will continue to be offered to cater for the 
diverse interests and demands of tourists. 


In 2001, the country registered 12.78 million tourist arrivals with 
tourism receipts of USD 6.37 billion. Despite the September 11 incident 
in the United States, Malaysia managed to register further growth in 
tourist arrivals for the year 2002 with 13.29 million visitors with USD 
/.02 billion in tourism receipts. This was an overall increase of 4.0% 
compared to the same period the previous year, thus consolidation the 
tourism sector's position as the second income spinner for the national 
economy after manufacturing. The sudden upsurge of tourist arrivals 
in 2002 was an unprecedented record. It showed a 41% increase 
compared to the arrivals when it was at its lowest ebb for the year 
1998 which recorded only 5.5 million arrivals. If not for the 9/11 2001 
incident and Bali incidents in 2002, Malaysia would have achieved the 
l4 million tourist arrivals target set by the Government under the Eighth 
Malaysia Plan for 2002. The continuing trend of registering at least 
one million tourist arrivals each month continued into early 
2003. However, owing to the unprecedented global situations like the 
Iraq War and Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS) scare, 
Malaysia registered 10.58 million visitors against USD 5.81 billion in 
tourism receipts. Today, with the Iraq War and SARS aside, tourism 
picked up with resounding success. The period from January to May 
2004 registered 6.5 million visitors. This is acommendable achievement 
showing a percentage rise of 67.9 percent compared to the same period 
last year. 


Meetings, Incentives Conventions and Exhibitions 
(M.I.C.E) 


During 2003, Malaysia played host to several international 
conventions and exhibitions, namely the Non-Aligned Movement (NAM) 
Summit conference (20-25 Feb); the Organisation of Islamic 
Conference (OIC), Langkawi International Maritime Exhibition (LIMA) 
and the ASEAN Ministers for Culture and Arts (AMCA) Meet. The 
year 2004 will saw Malaysia playing host to more international 
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conventions and seminars. These include the Inaugural Commonwealth 
Tourism Ministers" Meet and the Global Meet & Experience 2004 to 
be held from 5 to 11 September. 


Education Tourism 


The increase in the number of institutions of higher learning 
and twinning programmes with foreign universities provided the 
foundation for the growth in education tourism. Currently, over 40,000 
foreign students have registered with institutions of higher learning in 
the country. For 2005, the government is targeting 50,000 foreign 
students. 


Education tourism has become popular as reflected by the 
demand for tours to visit schools to enable students from other countries 
to gain knowledge of the school education system as well as experience 
the Malaysian schools atmosphere, which is unique with the social 
interaction of the various ethnic groups. 


Events & Festivals 


Malaysian has embarked on a number of friendly and highly 
specialised campaigns through the hosting of selected major world- 
class events such as Formula One- Malaysian Grand Prix and the Golf 
Travel Mart 2003 and World Cup Golf 1999. In addition, their annual 
calendar of events showcases more than 600 interesting year-round 
attractions. A two-year extensive domestic campaign called Cuti-Cuti 
Malaysia, first introduced in 1999, was re-launched on 17 February 
2004 to 2005 is aimed at stimulating domestic tourism. Malaysians of 
all walks of life celebrate a variety of festivals throughout the year 
because Malaysians of different faiths and beliefs place a great deal of 
importance on their respective religious festivals. The best known are 
Chinese New Year, Hari Raya Aidilfitri (Eid Mubarak), Deedpavali, 
Christmas and the Iban harvest festival of Gawai and the Kadazandusn 
Kaamatan. For the past years, visitors to Malaysia were feted to the 
pomp, splendour and pageantry of Citrawrna or "Colours of Malaysia" 
which is usually held in the months of May and June. This wholesome 
treat is savours to savour the best of Malaysia through a cultural 
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extravaganza via the songs, dance and cuisines of the different states 
in the country. 


Towards 2005 


In that context, the tourism sector will assume an even greater 
role in stimulating the growth of the Malaysian economy during the 
Fighth Malaysia Plan (2001-2005). Tourist arrivals are expected to 
grow at an average fate of 6.9 per cent per annum to reach 14.3 million 
by 2005. 

Tourism receipts are targeted to grow at average annual rate 
of 9.5 per cent to reach RM29.5 billion (USDD 8 billion) in 2005. To 
achieve the target, the Government will continue to undertake more 
effective tourism promotion efforts together with, Malaysia airlines and 


air Asta as well as tour agencies. 


Unity in Diversity 


As a multi racial and multi cultural country, Malaysia showcases 
a kaleidoscope of colourful customs and religions. The Malays, the 
Chinese, Indian, Eurasians and other indigenous groups retain and 
nurture their individual customs, traditions and lifestyles. Nevertheless, 
they exist in perfect harmony as the mutual tolerance, acceptance and 
celebration of the multi-ethnic communities and cultures in Malaysia 
are traits that have been successfully inculcated throughout Malaysia's 
history. These multiple facets of Malaysia are what make Malaysia so 
colourful and fascinating to others. Hence, the country is marketed 
under the "Malaysia Truly Asia" branding to the world. 


The religious celebrations throughout the nation are more than 
just songs and dances. It is definitely not about showing off but a 
testament of common sense and love for peace. Despite diverse cultural 
and traditional backgrounds, the people of Malaysia have been able to 
coexist peacefully in unity and harmony. The Malaysian leaders' realistic 
and pragmatic formulation of government policies have enabled the 
country to overcome problems of imbalance that usually exist in a plural 
society. Nowhere in the world is there a country like Malaysian with its 
beautiful landscapes matching the diversity of Malaysia's cultural 
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heritage. The great mountains and idyllic tropical islands, the palm fringed 
beaches and the million-year old rainforests add to the country's 
boundless charms. It is one of the few countries in the world that has 
brought about socio-economic transformation of the society within a 
span of two decades after independence. Malaysia has not only 
registered rapid development, but is also seen as a model worthy of 


emulation by other developing countries 





Chapter 4 


Indonesia, a Nation in Transition to Democracy 


Although hundred of ethnic groups have been known as the 
indigenous of Indonesia for hundreds and thousands of years, Indonesia 
did not exist in its present form until the turn of the 20" century. 


As history goes, in 1967, Suharto unseated Sukarno as President 
in the special session of the Provisional People's Consultative Assembly 
(MPRS), consolidating his power under a new regime called the New 
Order. Suharto launched a "regime cleansing" against the Old Order. 

Alter strongmen Sukarno and Suharto ruled the country for 53 
years, political changes rapidly evolve. Suharto had hand-picked as his 


Vice President a nonpolitical scientific adviser, B.J. Habibie, who 
became President when Suharto was forced from his office in May 
1998. Habibie repealed many unpopular edicts of his predecessor, 


provided for rule of law and respect for human rights, and initiated a 
genuine democratic process for choosing a Parliament and a President. 
The election took place in 1999. 

Forty eight political parties contested for 500 parliament seats, 
with 200 other legislators added to accommodate disfranchised groups 
such as the military, police and other professionals. The Parliament 
elected Abdurrahman Wahid as President and Megawati Soekarnoputri, 
the daughter of Sukarno as Vice President. Wahid was accused of 
incompetence and impeached in July 2001, and in October, Megawati 
succeeded as President. 

In August 2002, the Indonesian parliament, the House of 
People's Representatives, approved an amendment providing for the 
popular election of the President and the Vice President of the Republic 
of Indonesia. As a result, the year 2004 as “the General Elections 2004 
of Indonesia" will be remembered as and interesting and exciting year. 
It has a significant meaning for the people of Indonesia as a milestone 
for implementing the mandate for the 1945 Constitution, to establish a 
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more democratic, credible and strong government, for a model for a 
democratic election conducted by a large number of electorates who 
also live in a large country. 


The maintaining of the unitary Republic of Indonesia as well as 
its territorial integrity is of utmost importance for Indonesia and need 
the full attention of the successive President. It would be well to realize 
that the task ahead is formidable. The Indonesians realize that these 
elections are part and parcel of democracy. 


The elections are providing an opportunity to begin again, the 
momentum to undertake pragmatic reforms and translate the many 
hopes into reality. 


It is by far the largest Islamic nation, Muslim comprising 87% 
of the population. Over whelmingly moderate, this dominant religious 
group joins Christians, Hindus and others in embracing a secular 
government. 


An Election Commission (KPU) controls the uniform nation 
wide process. A constitutional court composed of three members 
appointed by the president, three by the Parliament and three by the 
Supreme Court, to settle quickly all disputes arising from the electoral 
process and its judgments are final. 


For one thing, voters numbering more than 147 million and they 
were spreading over 17,500 islands, some 585,000 polling stations. There 
were 24 political parties to be chosen from. Logistical and 
communications problems were enormous. Adding to confusion was a 
new and elaborate elections system. 

These elections under the supervision of Election Commission 
(Komite Pemilihaan Umum/KPU) required almost | billion ballot papers, 
2.3 million ballot boxes and over 5 million workers. 


Compared with the previous General Election 1999 with 48 
parties, the General Elections 2004 have 24 parties which have certified 
to filedcandidates for many for the thousands of national and regional 
representative offices. The General Election 2004 are expected to be 
participated in by all Indonesians throughout Indonesia those living 
abroad. 
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Legislative Election 


On 05 April 2004 Indonesian flocked to the polling stations and 
elected 550 representatives to the National Parliament from among 
7,765 candidates contesting for the election as well as 128 members (4 
per province) out of 940 aspirants for the new Regional Representative 
Councils and some 50,000 contesting for election to 1,838 seats in other 
regional representative bodies. 

Two days ahead of the General Election campaign, political 
party leaders signed a Declaration of Peaceful Election Campaign at 
the Election Commission building. Prior to signing the declaration, 23 
leaders of political parties, had read out a three-point Declaration of 
Peaceful Election Campaign. 

The first point of the Declaration emphasized that all political 
parties bring forward a campaign promoting a sense of calmness, 
security and peace during the campaign period in the form of speech, 
mass gathering and political advertisement. 

The second point stressed that political parties reach a consensus 
to control their masses, particularly to restrain themselves, avoid 
intrigues, intimidation and provocation including harassment, libel, and 
mutual incrimination in whatever form during the course of political/ 
election campaigning. 

The third point emphasized that political parties abide by and 
adhere to all existing rules and regulations and ready to accept 
appropriate legal sanctions when violating the rules during the political 
campaigning. 


Before signing the Declaration, on 29 December 2003, 24 
political party leaders also signed an understanding with National Police 
at Police Headquarters. This joint understanding emphasized on 
conducting General Elections without violation of law. 


Leadership of political parties have the moral obligation to 
support and create a peaceful campaign emphasizing on the spirit of 
togetherness and family relationship in line with the tradition and culture 
of the Indonesian people that love peace. They should bring about 
peaceful General Elections and that each and every political party is 
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imbued with three kinds of spirit, notably spirit of fraternity, spirit of 
togetherness and spirit to render a solution. The General Elections are 
also expected to give an example of good behaviour. 


Following the April 2004 parliamentary elections, the court made 
rapid investigations and gave decisions in 273 disputed cases, 15 of 
which changed the identity of the victorious candidates. There is almost 
universal respect for the fairness and integrity of the KPU and the 
court, and all of the rulings were accepted without dissension. 


One of the most remarkable facets of Indonesia's rapid and 
successful adoption of a democratic government has been the 
unequalled involvement of domestic observers in the electoral process. 
More than 200,000 volunteer observers were recruited, trained and 
deployed during the 1999 election, and like-number have helped to 
monitor elections this year. Their role is recognized and welcomed by 
the election authorities, and they have developed a private vote tabulation 
or quick count, a system that is so objective and accurate that their 
election results are accepted as definitive- subject, of course, to official 
tabulations in extremely close or contested elections. 


Election of the President & the Vice President 


The Presidential and the Vice Presidential Elections of 5 July 
2004. were the first ever direct election of the president and vice- 
president in Indonesian history and represent a land mark in Indonesian 
political development. This is for the first time that the President will be 
elected directly, when previously the legislature selected the President. 
If no candidates win more than 50% of the votes, plus at least 20% of 
the votes in at least half of Indonesia's provinces, a runoff between the 
top 2 candidates will be held on 20 September 2004. The successful 
candidates will be announced on 5 October 2004, and the new President 
will be inaugurated on 20 October 2004. 


The election of the Indonesian President and the Vice President 
was part of the Indonesia's General Elections 2004, with 153,357,307 
registered voters to cast their votes in 561,393 polling centres. The 
Presidential and the Vice Presidential candidates are partly determined 
by the results of the Legislative Elections held on 5 April 2004. 


28 The Muslims of Southeast Asia 


Indonesian election law provides that presidential candidates 
must be nominated by-but not necessarily be members of —a party or 
coalition what win at least 5% of votes in the parliamentary elections, 
or 3% of the 550 seats (that is, 17 seats) in the House of People’s 
Representatives. 


As a result, Political parties to nominate candidates are: 
Functional Groups Party (GOLKAER)/leader: Akbar Tandjung, 
Indonesian Democratic Party-Struggling-(PDI-P)/leader: Megawati 
Soekarnoputri, United Development Party (PPP)/ leader: Hamzah Haz, 
Democrat Party PD/ leader: Prof.Dr. Budhisantoso, National Mandate 
Party-PAN/leader: Amien Rais, National Awakenig Party- (PKB)/ 
leader: Alwi Abdurrahman Shihab, Prosperous Justice Part-(PKS)/ 
leader: Hidayat Nur Wahid. 


The candidates for the Presidential and the Vice Presidential 
candidates are as follows: 


Wiranto (former Chief of Armed Forces), and Shalahuddin 
Wahid, nominated by GOLKAR. Megawati Soekarnoputri (incumbent 
President of Indonesia), and Hasyim Muzadi, nominated by PDI-P. 
Amien Rais (Head of People's Consultative Assembly), and Siswono 
Yodo Husodo, nominated by PAN. Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono (former 
Coordinating Minister for Political and Security Affairs), and Jussf Kalla, 
nominated by PD, and Hamzah Haz (incumbent Vice President of 
Indonesia) and Agum Gumelar, nominated by PPP. 


Campaigning formally stated with a ceremony in the shadow 
of Indonesia's independence monument in Jakarta. Before the flag off, 
all the presidential candidates signed their names on a stone plaque 
which read: “ready to accept victory or defeat". Then candidates’ 
convoys set off to different parts of the city to carry the message to 
the electorate. 


On 05 July, about 86% of eligibly voters cast their ballots and 
the process was safe. Secrecy of the ballot was found to be properly 
maintained in 87% of polling stations. 
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For security reason two thirds of police personnel (170,000 
policemen) were deployed and it will continue till the runoff on 20 
September, 2004. 


Unofficial results show that, the top candidate, with 3396 of the 
votes, is former General Susiolo Bambang Yudhoyono, known as SB Y, 
and President Megawati with 26% in the second place. Since there 
were no Presidential and Vice-Presidential candidates obtaining more 
than 50% of majority votes and at least 20% of votes in half of 
Indonesia’s 30 provinces, the second round of election will be held on 
20 September 2004. 


The final result of the General Election of the President and 
Vice President will be announced on 05 October 2004, to be followed 
by inauguration of the elected President and Vice President on 20 
October 2004. 


Despite much differences among the candidates and intense 
campaigning throughout the enormous archipelago, there have been no 
reported instances of violence. It is worthy to note that in general, the 
Presidential and the Vice Presidential Election were held successfully. 
Comments from foreign observe and NGOs are encouraging. To mention 
some of the comments are: Carter Centre who led 60 members in their 
observation mission said that the election was, “fair and honest and 
transparent”, “there were some problems but no pattern of cheating or 
illegal uses of these problems for benefit of any particular candidate”; 
further in mentioned that it is a milestone and very significant step for 
democracy worldwide. 


Australian election observers said "the conduct of the first direct 
presidential election in Indonesia has generally enabled Indonesian to 
cast their votes freely and fairly. The election was another significant 
step in Indonesia’s democratic transition”. Australian MP Chris Gallus 
said “It has been a privilege to observe the presidential election and to 
see the Indonesian do democratic process at work.” 


The people of Indonesia are providing a dramatic example of 
peaceful political change, and firmly negating the claim that Muslim 
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societies are anti-democratic. In a press statement, the European Union 
(EU)’s Presidency has congratulated Indonesia for having successfully 
oreanized a direct Presidential and Vice Presidential elections on 5 
July 2004. 


Indonesian president-elect Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono on 
Saturday delivered a long-awaited victory speech, promising to 
immediately tackle corruption and regional conflicts. Yudhoyono urged 
Indonesians to unite behind him and thanked outgoing President 
Megawati Sukarnoputri for overseeing the country's transition to full 
democracy. 

“With great humility, | will carry this precious mandate from 
the people with the greatest sense of responsibility and care,” Yudhoyono 
said. Yudhoyono said he would announce his cabinet line-up on October 
20, the day of his induction, and would get down to work immediately 
solve the country’s pressing problems. 


“We will immediately take steps to tackle the task of solving 
regional conflicts. We will start an active drive against corruption. We 
will undertake immediate measures to stimulate the economy,” he said. 
The new government would also review the 2005 state budget in its 
first days in office, the former general said. 


Indonesia, one of the world’s most corruption-prone countries, 
has also been beset by separatist conflict in Acch and Papua provinces 
as well as sectarian violence in the Maluku islands and central Sulawei. 
Yudhoyono won the September 20 presidential election run-off against 
Megawati but delayed his acceptance speech until she publicly 
acknowledged his victory. 


The former General on Thursday became the undisputed winner 
after Megawati’s camp declined to lodge a complaint against the polls, 
effectively conceding defeat. Local and international observers have 
declared Indonesia’s first direct presidential elections free and fair. 
Yudhoyono sworn in as the country’s first directly elected president on 
October 20 after he won a presidential election run-off on September 
20, defeating incumbent President Megawati Sukarnoputri by a large 
margin. 
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Yudhoyono said Indonesia’s was on the threshold of a new era 
and appealed to the nation to stand together. “This era offers 
great promises but also serious challenges. We must be ready for that 
and meet this call of history. Let us unite to work together for a better 
Indonesia." he said. “For those who voted for the other candidate, I 
wish to say such is the reality of democracy. There is time to compete, 
there is a time to unite." "I promise to be a president for all Indonesians, 
to give my best to all Indonesians and to stand above all", he said. 
Yudhoyono on Friday warned he may implement unpopular policies but 
predicted his term would be a “beautiful period" if the nation works 
together. 


Tackling economic problems should be the top priority of 
Indonesia's incoming government under Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono, 
according to an independent survey released today. The survey by the 
Indonesian Survey Institute (ISI) showed most of 1,200 people 
questioned across the country in October viewed that the economy 
was the most important issue in the government's first 100 days in 
office. The survey also showed that the public had in general a high 
level of confidence in the incoming government's ability to overcome 
the principal hurdles it would face. “Economic problems were the most 
important and frequently stated issue for Indonesian voters", the ISI 
said in a statement. 


An estimated 47.7 per cent of those surveyed stated that the 
price of basic commodities were their utmost concern, while 21.9 per 
cent cited difficulties in finding jobs as the most pressing issue. Some 
7.7 per cent respondents cited expensive education as the most urgent 
issue while 5.7 per cent said corruption was their main concern. 


"Generally, the public strongly believed that the SB Y-Kalla 
government can overcome various economic, political and law problems 
facing the country," the LSI said, referring to Yudhoyono by his initials 
and his running mate Yusuf Kalla. 
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Muslims of Thailand’s South 


The slaying of over hundred suspected Islamic militants in 
Thailand’s south brought bloodshed in the area to an unprecedented 
new level, but is part of a separatist struggle that has been simmering 
for decades. “The government probably sees this as an opportunity to 


declare a first-time success in controlling the separatism”, said Sunai 
Phasuk, a political analyst. The separatist movement took root in 
Thailand’s southern provinces near Malaysia, Yala, Pattani, Satun and 


Narathiwat in the 1960s and 70s, with up to 20, 000 armed guerrillas 
belonging to vast militia Known as the Pathani United Liberation 
Organisation (PULO). 


Thailand is overwhelmingly Buddhist, but the southern provinces 
have Muslim majorities and are populated by ethnic Malays who speak 
a dialect known as Yawi. The PULO's mission was simple to establish 
a Muslim homeland where they would be free from the dictates of 
Thai schools, which emphasised Buddhist teaching and the central 
government they have accused of unfair treatment. 


Their complaints were justified. The central government in 
Bangkok never bothered to develop the south while rest of the country’s 
economy was growing 10 per cent for a decade from 1985. Even today, 
the south has virtually no industry, the infrastructure is abysmal and 
tourism is undeveloped, despite extensive natural beauty. The three 
province account for only 1-5 per cent of the country’s gross domestic 
product. PULO took its name from what is now Pattaini province, an 
area that was demarcated as an independent region when Britain 
governed neighbouring Malaysia, but was later claimed by Thailand 
as part of its kingdom. 


Despite its substantial membership, the PULO’s offensive never 
led to bloodshed of the magnitude seen recently, when at least 107 
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militants and five security personal were killed. Instead, its ragtag 
guerrillas fought sporadically with the army and police in remote areas. 


By the late 1980s the separatist movement had dissipated after 
a government amnesty. Many former guerrillas who had been living in 
the jungle accepted offers to reintegrate into society and lunch business. 
But a wave of violence erupted in December 2003, signalling renewed 
unrest in southern Thailand. This time the attacks took their battle to 
the streets of provincial towns. Then a sudden outburst of violence on 
Jan 4, 2004 when unidentified attackers raided an army camp in 
Narathiwat, killing four solders and stealing hundreds of weapons- 
prompted authorities to declare martial law in some areas. The 
government acknowledged that the violence was the work of separatist 
militants. Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra has rejected the 
suggestions they are connected to international terrorists. Thaksin has 
pledged to bring prosperity to the south. But quick infusions of cash 
and political gestures may not be enough to assuage the decades old 
grievances of Thailand's southern Muslims. 


Thailand's government ruled out the prospect of United States 
troops being deployed in Muslims South. ‘There is no reason for the 
US to deploy troops. We can manage the situation," said Deputy Prime 
Minister Chavalit Yong Chaiyudh. The debate was triggered by US 
Defence Secretary Donald Rums feld's statement that he hoped US 
forces would be hunting terrorists in Southeast Asia pretty soon. 


On April 9 about 15,000 Muslims held a prayer for peace. The 
30 minute service was led by Thailand's Muslim spiritual Leader Sawat 
Surnalyasak at the central mosque in Narathiwat province. Muslims 
from Narathiwat, Yala, Pattani, Songkhla and Satun, converged on the 
mosque in the provincial capital. The mass prayer asked for blessing 
from Allah for a quick end to the unrest and for peace and calm to 
return to the local communities. At Bangkok airport ahead of Sowat's 
departure to the south, Sawat said he wanted to see all Thai Muslims 
unite to stop the killings. 


In April 28 hundreds of troops fanned out across southern 
Thailand to restore order after a day of carnage in which security 
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forces shot dead more than 100 Muslims. Army chiefs ordered two 
extra battalions of soldiers into the three southern provinces as the 
‘Land of smiles’ digested what newspapers described as one of the 
bloodiest days in Thailand’s modern history. 107 Muslims militants and 
five soldiers died in the fighting while they attacked around 15 army 
and police posts. The reports of suicidal attackers and pictures of the 
bloody corps of lightly armed men splashed across front pages of the 
Newspapers have sparked concerns a Muslim separatist rebellion that 
rocked the region in the 1970s and 1980s has returned with a vengeance. 
General Pallop Pinmance presided over a bloody shootout at a mosque 
in the provincial town of Pattani. 


In the mosque shootout troops stormed the centuries-old 
building, killing more than 30 alleged gunmen holed up inside. Not all 
were gunmen. An angry crowd gathered to watch as soldiers dragged 
their bodies from the bullet-riddled mosque. Bangkok pledged money 
to repair the damage to the centuries-old mosque. A middle aged Muslim 
lawyer, who declined to be named, said authorities in the predominantly 
Buddhist state had ridden roughshed over Islamic sensibilities "soldiers 
and police killing Muslims in the mosque is not good. The mosque is a 
holy place for Muslims, just as the temple is a sacred place for Buddhist", 
the lawyer said. "Those who died must have believed they were dying 
for their religion,” said Ahmed Somboon Bualang of Pattani's University 
of Prince Songkhla. “They must have had an ideology beyond 
separatism, otherwise why would they attack with their bare hands 
and swords". 


It was the worst bloodshed in the Buddhist country of Thailand. 
Human rights groups and Muslim preachers accused security personnel 
of using excessive force against the poorly armed militants, and local 
residents said civilians also were killed. The acting United Nations High 
Commissioner for Human rights, Bertrand Ramcharan, demanded to 
investigate the carnage. Under U.N. treaties, security forces are 
'required to refrain from using force exceeding that strictly required by 
the exigencies of the situation", Ramcharan said. In southern Pattani 
province Friday, hundred prayed at the Kreu-Sae Mosque, 425 year 
old holy place where Thai security forces killed 30 Muslims alleged to 


un 


Muslims of Thailand's South 


be militants. There should not have been deaths, the security in charge 
could have waited and caught them alive instead. Seventeen so-called 
militants were arrested in Wednesday's carnage including an Islamic 
cleric. Thailand's Prime Minister visited the bullet-riddled mosque and 
appealed for unity. Thousands of curious and angry Muslims have since 
flocked to see its pockmarked walls, some handing out leaflets 
condemning the ‘barbaric’ government. But there was no public protest 
against Thaksin, who chatted and shook hands with many Muslims. 
"Let's start over." Thaksin told hundreds of onlookers on the last day 
of a tour aimed at mending relations with Buddhist Thailand's Muslim 
minority. But people are not happy that so many people were killed at 
the mosque. 


About 80% of the Thai people in Pattani, Yala, Satua and 
Narathiwat are Muslims and they are reputed to be among the strictest 
Muslim people in the world. They have their own spoken language 
YAWI, which is slightly different from Malay. However, their written 
word and its meaning are not different, but the pronunciation of Yawi 
and Malay differ. The children learn Yawi from their parents. The 
Thai Muslims teach their young children Yawi and give lessons in religion. 
When the children grow up they have to go to compulsory schools 
where teaching is in Thai. However, at the same time they go to Por 
Nah (Madarasah), the religious school where instruction is in Yawi. 


Although they learn to write both Thai and Yawi, they pay more 
attention to learn Yawi, After finishing school, when they apply for the 
jobs, they never get the job, for it is claimed they are not competent. As 
surely, not all of them are stupid, they have come to believe that it is the 
Government policy not to employ Thai Muslims as Government officials. 
There is little advantage in learning their children secondary school. 


Well-to-do parents send their children to study in Malaysia, 
Indonesia and Middle East. When they return, they become religious 
teacher or religious leader (Toh Imam). Formerly, the parents tended 
not to report to officials that their children had reached school age. 
Things have started to change and they have come to believe that to 
learn Thai Language is good, so that, they will not be cheated. 
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These southern people think, they are Malay; because they 
have the same language, religion and culture as in Malaysia. But by 
origin they are really Thai. The area they now live in had belonged to 
Thai kingdom more than 700 years ago when they were Buddhist. 
They became Muslims about 550 years ago. First, the lord of Pattani 
became Muslim and subsequently his people followed the suit. The 
area was independent when the British governed neighbouring Malaysia. 


When the children go to learn in the religious school, Por Noh, 
they help their teachers in farming, gardening and tapping rubber. They 
may give things or money to their teachers (Toh Kru). The course in 


Por Noh has no limit in time. One can study one year or ten years. 

In town, most people can speak Thai. In villages they can not 
speak Thai. Most of the people in these Muslim Southern provinces, 
understand Thai, but they cannot speak, because they rarely have the 
opportunity and they are ashamed when they cannot pronounce Thai 
correctly. When one speaking Thai, asks the way to go, they may 


understand and show the way, but will not speak, because they rarely 
use Thai in conversation. In their everyday life, they use Yawi. If you 
only speak Thai, itis like being in a foreign country when visiting these 
Muslim provinces. If you take a bus or taxi, the conductor will speak to 
you in Yawi first; if you do not understand then they will speak Thai. 


The Muslims of Thailand’s south dress themselves according 
to the teachings of their religion. For men, they have to hide the part of 
the body from stomach to half of their calf. It is that the religion says, 
should be covered. So the men wear sarong. They wear Islamic style 
cap, at least when they go to the mosque. 


For women, the body from the neck to the ankle should be 
covered by clothes. So, women wear long sleeves blouse and sarong 
reaching to the ankles. When they go out on the street they will cover 
their heads with a thin cloth. The Thai Muslim women dress themselves 
like Indonesian and Malaysian women, because their religion started 
from Indonesia and came to Thailand through Malaysia. 


Besides Yawi and Thai, there is one other language used in 
these areas. It is called the Romanise, because they use the Roman 
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alphabet to spell according to the sounds as pronounced in Yawi. In 
Yawi, the words for language and race or nationality are pronounced 
almost the same. Bahasa means language, and Bangsa means race or 
nationality. As these words are up for a long time and now “Bangsa’ is 
used both for language and race or nationality. So they think themselves 
as Malays as they speak a version of Malay. 


The Muslim south of Thailand is isolated from the rest of 
Thailand-the change in religion and language that followed religious 
conversion. There have been very limited opportunities for them to 
advance except within their own communities. In the marriage with 
Thai is not so common among Muslims. The isolation is compounded 
when other channels for advancement are blocked. As there are no 
job opportunities for Thai Muslims, no advantages could be gained by 
learning Thai and progressing through Thai education system. With 
nowhere to go, it is no wonder that the Thai Muslims became more 
inward looking, and more and more identified themselves with the new 
integrated Malaysia emerging to the south. It must be remembered 
that prior to British rule, the Malaysian peninsula contained many small 
states and it is only recently that these have been integrated into one 
nation. Since they have long felt to be ignored by Thailand and blocked 
from successful participation in Thai Society, the Pattani United 
Liberation Organisation (PULO) is determined to establish a free 
Muslim homeland. 


The general question as to what the government of Thailand 
consider to the Muslim south is a vital topic, quite often brought dup for 
discussion as a problem parallel to and comparable with the Mindanao 
and Eritrea? Moreover, is it befitting on the part of the government of 
Thailand to assume an attitude towards the Thai Muslims of the Southern 
region similar to the attitudes assumed by the government of Philippines 
towards the Muslims of Mindanao and by the government of Ethiopia 
towards the Eritreans? Erithreans gained Independent. But still often 
border disputes occurred. The present situation in South Thailand is 
rather a mixed-up one that cannot be determined whether religiously 
connected. Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra said 107 “bandits” and 
five soldiers and police died in the fighting. Critics were quick to question 
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the insistence of Thaksin and his cousin, army Chief General Chaiyasidh 
Shinawatra, the drugs and crime rather than religious or separatist 
ideology lay at the root of the violence. “What the two leaders do not 
see or pretend not to see, is that this is not about addiction or banditry 
this is about a fanatical ideology that none of us knew existed on such 
a grand seals,” the Nation newspaper said in a front page editorial. 
The confusion is that, quite often the ordinary bandits work in the cloak 
of the separatists and the real separatists take an action similar to ordinary 
bandits. 


The Muslims of Thailand’s south claimed that Muslims were 
treated unequally by the government. There are many reasons. For 
example, the government of Thailand erected a huge Buddha image as 
a landmark at Kaokong, Narathiwat, in the midst of the Muslim area. 
And worse still, the construction expenditure was partly appropriated 
from the rubber-tax collected mostly from the Muslim people. 


The trans-migration of the north-eastern Buddhist and their 
resettlement in the South is another case in question. The intention of 
such an assimilation programme is designed by the government. 
Ironically, those immigrants themselves, instead of being assimilation 
had been assimilated to the mass of the people by converting themselves 
to Islam. The question arises whether such depraved actions were 
testimony to a conspiring and malicious policy of the Thai government 
towards its Muslim citizens? 


In fact, these projects are the products of some particular 
elements; especially some elites who were parts of the government 
machinery. They were both religious fanatics misunderstanding and 
under-estimating the Muslim people. Such elements might be ranging 
from the local officials to the top bureaucrats. They were not at all the 
majority. There have been many Muslim sympathizers among Buddhist 
civilians as well as many local Buddhist officials in the South, who 
have long worked devotedly for the communities in spite of their religious 
difference from the indigenous people. 


There have been many elected Muslim leaders of the 
communities in spite of Muslims being handful in those places. In 1975 
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elections, 5 Muslims were elected to the Provincial Assemblies in the 
north-eastern provinces of Thailand in spate of infinitely small proportion 
of Muslims living in those provinces. In Chiengmai, the main province 
of the North, the Muslim candidate was elected member of the National 
Assembly in 1975 general elections: apparently his constituency is not 
at all a Muslim area. On the other hand, in the Muslim dominate areas, 
such as, in the south many Buddhist candidates won the Muslim vote. 
During the late 1990s there was a Muslim foreign minister in the cabinet 
of the Thai government and the speaker of the Thai Parliament was 
also a Thai Muslim. 


In the words of DR. Muinuddin Ahmed Khan “The government 
of Thailand and the Muslim citizens of the great country, there is a 
good case of national integration. It is a case of fruitful and patriotic 
combination of the government policy of patronization of the Muslim 
institutions and that of a planned development of the Muslim Southern 
Provinces It also shows that, although the government policy 
provides the base for all progress, mere existence of such a policy is 
not enough. It has to be acquired by the people concerned. It success 
is dependent upon the liberalism and statesmanship of the government 
and the willingness of the people concerned to fall in line with the 
government policy. Lastly, it shows that the prolonged static economic 
situation, under which the Southern Provinces have been lingering for 
so long, probably since the time of their integration into the central 
control of the Thai government, is beginning to tell upon the patience 
and fortitude of the Muslim population, whose only remedy appear to 
lie in a rapid economic development programme." 





Thailand threatened to shut down some Islamic boarding 
schools accusing them of being used as training camps for separatist 
fighters. The government has claimed armed groups used schools as 
bases to launch attacks that have continued unabated since January, 
2004, prompting the government to impose martial Law in some areas. 
Twenty one schools are under threat in total all of them in the three 
worst hit provinces of Yala, Pattani and Narathiwat, reported by the 
Nation newspaper. 
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The Thai army commander, General Pallop Pinmance stood 
down in the wake of a damning report which determined that he ordered 
an assault on the historic mosque in Pattani on 28 April killed 32 Muslims 
inside the mosque using excessive force. 


Thai officials torture the Muslim Prisoners 


Thai security forces have tortured prisoners in the Muslim- 
minority south as part of a brutal campaign to stamp out a separatist 
rebellion, officials and human rights activists claimed. Thailand’s 
National Human Rights Commission has documented allegations of 
suspects being blindfolded, beaten, strangled, electrocuted, humiliated 
and urinated upon by state interrogators. The government-funded but 
independent commission said the alleged abuse related to five Muslim 
men-one of whom has since been released-held over an attack on a 
military arms depot in January that sparked a wave of southern separatist 
unrest that has left more than 250 people dead. Thai politicians and 
rights groups said they believed the document is only a fraction of the 
abused meted out by Thai forces operating under martial law in some 
of the country's worst trouble spots. 


On the eve of national holiday for the Thai queen's birthday, 
two people were killed in southern Thailand and spread chaos's with a 
string of arson attempts were arrested in more than half a dozen 
incidents- a religious teacher and a student at a traditional Muslim school 
or pondok. A gunman riding a motorcycle shot and killed Tat Thepaso, 
70, a government informant in Pattani province, while he was walking 
his farm buffalo home. Earlier a police officer was killed in the same 
province. 


Chapter 6 


The Muslims of the Philippines 


Islamic community leaders denounced a wave of arrests of 
suspected Al-Qaeda-linked terrorists, accusing the Philippine 
government of using minority Muslims as “sacrificial lambs”. President 
Arroyo said officials had prevented a ‘Madrid-Level’ bombing of Minila 
trains and shopping malls. The relatives of Redendo Cain Dollosa, who 
allegedly admitted to a February ferry bombing that claimed more than 
100 lives, said the men had been abducted, framed and tortured. Dellosa 
claimed he signed a confession to stop being tortured. “We are now 
calling on our brother Muslims to unite and condemn these arrests," 
said Abdulbasti Marangit, an Islamic preacher in Manilas's Qutapo 
district, one of the largest Muslim communities outside of the traditional 
Islamic homeland in the Southern Philippines. 


Philippines is an archipelago marking the south-eastern border 
of Southeast Asia. It comprises about seven thousand islands stretching 
over an area of 114,000 square miles. It is hemmed on the north and 
west by the China Sea, on the south by the Mindenao Sea and on the 
east by the Pacific Ocean. 

Philippines has a tropical climate; and like Singapore and 
Indonesia, it has equatorial climate. Its natural resources and agricultural 
potentialities are immense. 


Anthropologically the Filipinoes are classified as belonging to 
the Malay-Polynesian stock. Presently, the population of Philippines 
may have reached the mark of 40,000,000, who live scattered in over 
300 islands which are habitable, speaking 87 local dialects. Its official 
language is Tagalog, but in actuality English has become the lingua 
franca and the language of all official and business transactions. 


According to the local tradition, the Arab traders visited 
Philippines in the latter part of the 13^ century A.D. with their 
commodities and introduced Islam therein. 
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“Islam came to the Philippines in 1280 A.D. according to the 
historical records” says Ahmed D. Alonto, a prominent Muslim scholar 
of Philippines. “The first Muslim who came to the Philippines was 
Sherif Macdum" continues he, “he was a famous jurist. He was followed 
by waves of Arab traders and missionaries to spread Islam among the 
Pagan natives”. 


“The Arabs, later on followed by Indians. Iranians and Malay 
Muslims intermarried with the natives and also established ruling 
dynasties in different islands. The most famous of them was Sherif 
Abu Bakr, a Prince from Hadramaut, who established the Sultanate of 
Sulu and started a flourishing Muslim Kingdom that lasted up to the 
American regime in Philippines”. | 


The Spanish Magellan reached Philippines in 1521 and founded 
the Manila in 1571, which marked the beginning of the Spanish 
colonization in the Philippines.” 


In 1898, the American Dewey captured Manila and the 
Philippines changed hands from the Spanish to the United States of 
America. In 1941 it was conquered by the Japanese and in 1946, it 
gained independence from the United States. ` 


Ahmad D. Alonto states that since the arrival of the Spanish in 
1521, a continuous war raged between the Spanish colonizers and the 
Muslim natives for over 400 years and Spain failed to subjugate the 
Muslims. Even after the Philippines was conquered to the United States 
at the end of the Spanish-American war of 1898, the Muslims continued 
to resist the Americans till 1911, when their resistance gradually broke 
down.* "But after they were finally subdued by the Americans and 
placed under the administrative control of the government, coupled 
with their centuries of isolation from the rest of the Muslim world as 
well as their backwardness, their concern about religion became very 
scanty and formalistic" .5 


America granted independence to the Philippines in 1946", Says 
he, and in effect, the independence of the Philippines legally eliminated 
all vestiges of the petty Muslim Sultanates including the Sultanate of 
Sulu".* 
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Guy Hunter says, “Both geologically and by their flora and fauna 
the Philippine islands belong to the Malay world', particularly to the 
curve from Java through Borneo, Quite possibly most of the population 
moved in along the curve; they are described as Malay and Proto- 
Malay (Indonesian) with some admixture of Negritos, Vedda, and 
Papuans". 

“At least from the earliest centuries of the Christian era, Indian 
influence was reaching the Philippines, and through the great period of 
Indonesian empires (A.D. 700-1500) it had reached at least to Manila. 
Islam followed closely, and was felt in Mindanao in the fifteenth century; 
it has retained the allegiance of about three-quarters of a million (7, 
50,000) inhabitants of the Southern Philippines". 


“Three hundred years of Spanish rule naturally left a deep mark 
on the Philippines, and today there are thought to be at least 200,000 
Filipinos width mixed Spanish blood, who form much of the Philippines 
elite? 

"The most striking characteristics of the Philippines are the 
deep and near-universal influence of the Catholic Church; the markedly 
American 

Emphasis on the free capitalism and American-type democratic 
political life; and the immense development of a system of private profit- 
making colleges and universities "." 

Religion-dose, the population of the Philippines are classified 
approximately as follows: 


Roman Catholic 709€ 
Protestant 1596 
Muslims 1196 
Others 4% 


Economically the Philippines is progressing fast. Both in 
agricultural development and industrialization, it has gone considerably 
ahead of many of the Southeast Asian countries. But her economy is 
supposed to be dominated by foreign interests, especially American 
Jewish and the Chinese. 
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Main Problems of the Muslims of the Philippines 


The Muslims of Philippines are educationally backward and 
economically impoverished. They occupy one of the richest regions on 
the face of the earth; but their capacity to exploit the natural resources 
of their region is circumscribed by unto wards political situation into 
which they are continuously dubbed by the majority Christian 
Community. 


According to the Muslim Filipinos themselves, developing a 
proper education system for the younger generation of the Muslims is 
the number one problem facing the Muslims leadership of that country. 
“The proper and correct education of the Muslims”, says Alonto, “is 
the most effective means as it will not only strengthen their faith but 
will also raise their social, moral and ethnical standard; thus creating a 
good image of Islam in the minds of non-Muslims. As of now, the non- 
Muslims in the Philippines are already losing faith in their own religions. 
If the Muslims in the area could demonstrate the correct Islamic way 
of life, it would be the best vehicle convincing the non-Muslims of the 
truth of Islam”. !° 


The second important problem is the production of good Islamic 
books, journals and newspapers and circulation among the Muslims of 
all regions. This could be done by promoting the numerous Muslim 
associations, Cultural centres and the few educational institutions which 
have grown up in Manila, Marawi and elsewhere, such as: 


Muslim Students Association of the Philippines, Manila. 
Women Muslim Association of the Philippines, Manila. 
Agama Islam Society and Majlis Shodra, Marawi City. 
Mindanao Young Muslim Association, Parang. Catabato. 
Julu Muslim Fraternity, Jolo, Sulu. 

Jamiah al-Philippines al-Islamia (Islamic University of the 
Philippines), Marawi City, Branches at Malabung, 
Tamparan, Lumbatan, Baloc, Lanaw. j 

g. Philippine Muslim College, Jolo, Sulu. 

h. Mindanao Islamic Institute, Datu Piang, Catabato. 

i. Islamic Cultural Centre and Mosque, Manila. 


mona gs 
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Thirdly, devising ways and means to help proper exploitation of 
the natural resources by the Muslims within their own areas. 


Fourthly, developing a system of contact and communication 
between the Muslims of Philippines and the Muslim Communities of 
the outside world in order to break their sense of isolation. 


Seventeen Muslim militants were sentenced to death by a 
Philippine court for kidnap and murder. The defendants, including four 
who were tried in absentia after a prison breakout in April, were all 
members of the Abu Sayyaf guerrilla group. They each received three 
death sentences on 13 August 2004, plus life imprisonment for the 
murders and abductions on the southern island of Basilan in 2001. It 
was the first mass conviction of members of Abu Sayyaf group. The 
group seized three Americans and a group of Filipino tourists and resort 
workers from the western island of Palauan and brought them to Basilan 
in May 2001. 


They then seized more Filipino hostages in Basilan, killing several 
of them when they found they could not pay the ransom. Many Filipino 
hostages were freed after ransoms were paid. However, an American 
was be headed and another was killed when troops stormed on them in 
Jun 2002. All capital punishment must be reviewed by the Supreme 
Court. As they were led out of the court, some of them shouted defiantly, 
“Allahu Akbar’ God is great. Bashir Man dangan Said." Its times, I am 
still happy. Tell that to your government. Philippine troops, with US 
training and support have weakened the Abu Sayyaf in recent months 
but the group remains active in the southern islands. 


Malaysia on Saturday sent a team of peace monitors to the 
Philippines to supervise a ceasefire between government forces and 
Muslim separatist rebels in strife-torn southern Mindanao Island. “The 
peace pact between the two parties will hopefully bring economic gains 
and political stability as well as improve the quality of life in the area, 
and contribute to regional security.” Deputy Prime Minister Najib Razak 
said at the airport. 


“The team can contribute to the peace process and socio- 
economic development in Mindanao. Hopefully it will help free the 
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Mindanao people from the conflict that has gone on for so long,” Najig, 
who is also Defence Minister, said. 


The team of 50 military, police and government officers will 
join an advance party of eight military officers and a policeman who 
departed for the Philippines on Sept. 10, 2004. The group is to handle 
complaints of violations of a 2002 ceasefire signed between the 
Philippines and the 12,000 -strong Moro Islamic Liberation Front 
(MILF), which has been waging a 26-year separatist rebellion on this 
largely-Christian archipelago. 


Armed Forces Chief General Mohamad Zahidi Zainuddin told 
the Bernana news agency that the Malaysian team was expected to be 
in the southern Philippines for about a year. 


Other Organization of Islamic Conference members, which 
include Indonesia, Bangladesh and Middle Eastern countries, would be 
invited to take part in the peace mission, he said. 


“Only Malaysia is spearheading the mission at present and 
Brunei has indicated that 10 of its representatives will join the monitoring 
team but it’s yet to be confirmed,” he said. 


Only 60 members of the peace monitoring team would be 
deployed in the southern Philippines at any time as determined by the 
Philippine government, he said. 


Philippines armed forces chief General Narciso Abaya had said 
that the arrival of the Malaysian team “will enhance or bolster” the 
peace talks. Earlier peace negotiations have been hampered by 
allegations from both sides of ceasefire violations. 


Malaysia has previously hosted peace talks between the 
government and rebels. The leader of the Philippines largest Muslim 
separatist force has welcomed the arrival of Malaysian ceasefire 
monitors in a bid to end a bitter and lengthy conflict with government 
forces. 


But Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) chief Murad Ebrahim 
hit out at what he said were elements in the military and government 
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who were talks by painting his group as terrorists. The Malaysian team 
arrived in the Philippines traveled to the southern island of Mindanao, 
the centre of the rebels 26-year insurgency to set up an Islamic state. 


1 Ahmed D. Alonto: "The Philippines Muslims: A Brief Account". Paper 
read in the Pakistan History Conference. Karachi, circa 1965. p. 2. 
?. Lucian W. Pye: Southeast Asia's Political Systems. 1967, p, 23. 


?. Ibid, 

*. Ahmed D. Alonto, op, city, p.l. 
5. Ibid, p: I. 

^. Ibid, p. 1 


7. Guy Hunter: South-East Asia: Race, Culture and Nation. 1965. pp.34-34. 
8_ Ibid. p. 34. 
19 Ahmed D. Alonto; op. cit., p.7. 


Chapter 7 


Muslims in Cambodia 


Cambodia lies to the south-east of Thailand and to the west of 
South Vietnam, separating it from the South China Sea on the eastern 
side. It is however, open to the sea on its south-western border. It is 
situated adjoining the South Thailand. 


According to the estimate of 1975, the total population of 
Cambodia was 7.5 million. Out of this over half-a-million (500,000) 
were Muslims. 


The majority of the Muslims of Kampuchea were the 
descendants of cham race of Champa kingdom so well known in the 
legends and fock-lores of Southeast Asia including Bangladesh, 
flourished from about the 2™ century A.D, along the east coast of what 
is now South Vietnam. The Cham accepted Islam in the 5" century 
A.D, and changed the way of their life to Islamic tradition. 


According to the reports of Dato Ahmad Nordin in the Islamic 
Herald of Malaysia (Vol. 3. Nos. 6-7, October/ November, 1977, pp. 8- 
15), the largest concentration of the Kampuchean Muslims was in 
Kampong Cham area where they numbered about 300,000. There were 
59 mosques situated in the area. 


The Kampuchean Muslims have a language of their own written 
in Arabic script 


Muslims under the Communist Regime 


Information collected by Nordin from the huge number of 
refugees, who have escaped to Thailand from Kampuchea after the 
take-over of that country by the Khmer Rouge regime of the Communist 
from the hands of the Khmer Republic, which took place on the 17" 
April, 1975, indicate that since then the Muslim people have been driven 
out from their homes on the pretext that the move was only temporary 
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to enable the government to reorganise and re-build the villages. As 
soon as they moved out, their properties were placed in the custody of 
the soldiers” (p. 10) 


Since 17" April 1975, the Khamer Rouge regime enforced their 
policies of revolution on the people. These included: 


1. “Many Muslim leaders were killed including Kadhi Yusof 
of Kompong Khejor in Pursat, and Khadhi Isa of Kompong 
Angkuban, Kompong cham.” 


2. “Muslim youth above 15 have been forbidden to live with 
their parents. Instead they were forced to live with non- 
Muslim youths; and as for the young men and women, 
they were simply encouraged to live together as man and 
wife, without having to go through any marriage formality.” 

3. “The Muslim have been forbidden to speak their own 
language-cham language; because the language is identified 
with Islam. Those found using the cham language have 
been publicly humiliated” (p. 9). 


It is reported that after the communist take over about 25,000 
people escaped from Kampuchea to Thailand, out of which 10,000 are 
Muslims. The Muslim refugees were moved to the refugee camps in 
Malaysia. 


It is reported that on their takeover, the Muslim people were 
broken up. They were not allowed to mix and meet among themselves. 
Each Muslim family would be forced to live among 19 non-Muslim 
families and to eat together with the non Muslims (p. 10). 


Many Muslim ex-government officials were killed. Mosques 
were closed down and no one was allowed to go in for prayers. 


“On one Friday, in mid-June, 1975, while the Muslims were 
performing Friday prayers in the mosque” at Kompong Deras in 
Keruchma district, *a communist leader in charge of the community at 
Tebor, by the name of Berum Samet, appeared with a number of his 
men. Forcing the people to stop praying, he asked them to listen to 
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what he had to say. The speech went on for so long that, some people, 
fearing that the Zuhar prayer time would be over left the meeting in 
order to perform the prayers and returned as soon as they finished 
praying". 

"Little did they know the fate in store for them for performing 
their prayers. The communists immediately seized the Muslim leaders, 
such as, the Kadhi, Imam Tabib Ahmad, Tuan Syahid Ali and others 
and after gathering them into the middle of the crowd , shot them dead" 
(pp. 10-11). 


"Since July, 1975 families were broken up; young boys and 
girls and small children were forcibly separated from their parents. 
The parents were no longer to be responsible for them; since they 
have been placed in the care of certain organizations which were made 
responsible for them." (p. 11). 


"A more terrible fate has befallen our Muslim girls. The 
communist soldiers were encouraged to take any girls they liked as 
their wives without any marriage formality. The girls were forced to 
slave for them devoid of human feelings. The young men, on the other 
hand, were free to choose their own wives and could approach any 
girls directly without having to go through their parents or a marriage 
formality"-just like the Free Society of U.S.S.R. 


“When the Muslims in Kompong Deras could no longer bear 
such harsh rule, they petitioned local Khmer Rouge leader, asking that 
the young Muslim men should be allowed to marry the Muslim girls. 
Unfortunately, in consequence of their action, they were arrested and 
made to dig their own graves along a ditch about 400 metres from the 
village. A mass killing then took place with the people being shot and 
their bodies thrown into the holes in a grisly fashion -(p. 11). 


"Muslims have also been forced to move from their original 
villages to live in new areas together with non-Muslims-one Muslim 
family to 20 non-Muslim families. They have also been forbidden to 
meet or assemble in a group and any form of worship and religious 
observance is strictly forbidden" (p. 12). 
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*When I was forced to enter the communist indoctrination class 
in November, 1975, I learnt that: 


1. the communists’ aim is to destroy the Muslim religion in 
Cambodia; 


2. noreligious group would be allowed to maintain its identity 
and to practice its religion: 


3. namesof Kompongs indicating any religious or outside 
influence, have been abolished. New names have been 
given to them. All religious books have had to be surrendered 
to the authorities. All Kadhis and Imams have lost their 
positions" (Statement of a refugee pp 12-13d). 


“On the 1“ February, 1976 at about 7 p.m. a unit of Khmer 
Rouge came to Kompong Rakapram, Kompong Cham and asked the 
people to gather to hear an announcement. Soon afterwards, the leader 
of the part by the name of Berum Samit, responsible for propaganda, 
community development and art in the area, rose to declare open, the 
meeting. He began by asking everybody to observe silence in memory 
of the Khmer Rough soldiers who have died in battle". 


*He then said that what he was going to announce was with 
the approval of the government of the Democratic Republic of Cambodia 
and of local District Committee. In his announcement, he said that, at 
the request of the governments of Saudi Arabia and other Muslim nations, 
the government of the Democratic Republic of Cambodia had agreed 
to let all those Muslims wishing to leave Cambodia and go to any Muslim 
country; and in order to facilitate the movement and transportation of 
those people, he asked that, they gather in their respective Kompongs; 
so that, trucks would be sent to pick them up and their belongings and 
take them to Thailand en route to the country of their choice." 


"Having said all this the Khmer Rouge leader closed the meeting 
at about 10 p.m. He asked Kadhi Mohd Zain to register the names of 
the Muslims wishing to leave saying that the trucks would be sent to 
pick them up on 15" February". 
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“On the appointed day about 7 a.m. 25 trucks arrived in the 
Kompong. In one of the trucks there was a public address system, and 
a cassette, playing music. The particular track, stopping in the middle 
of the kompong began to call out to the Muslims to assemble and to be 
ready to board the trucks” 


"At 11 a.m. the trucks started to leave the Kompong and sped 
towards Battambong Half-way in Pursat, at about 5 in the morning of 
16" February, the convoy stopped for a few hours to allow the 
passengers to relieve themselves and eat their meals. At about 8 o'clock 
the Khmer Rouge soldiers ordered the people to get on the trucks 
again in order to resume the journey. When the convoy reached a road 
junction, with one road leading to Liaj, 7 of the trucks took that road 
while the other 18 proceeded towards the Railway Station at Mong 
Resei. Here they were asked to transfer themselves to the bullock 
carts, each family riding in one of them. They were taken to Kompong 
Kocha and across the hill, towards Kompong Gurah Kerala.” 


“From what I have heard, those Muslims have been forced to 
separate-the children from their parents and after they have been broken 
up in this way, they were sent to live with the non-Muslims-10 Muslims 
to 100-250 non-Muslims.” 


“This was obviously a trick played by the Khmer Rouge to 
befool the Muslims into leaving their homes; so that, they were to be 
broken up and dispersed, to live with the non-Muslims” (pp. 13-14). 


“As we entered the year 1977, our religion is no more. Even 
the Muslim women can no longer be recognised as Muslims, since 
they have been forced to dress differently. By 1980, I fear, the identity 
of our people as ‘Chams’ and as ‘Muslims’ will be lost forever” 
(statement of another refugee, p. 14). 





Chapter 8 


Mahathir Mohamad 


Malaysia’s former Prime Minister Mahathir Mohamad had 
towered over his country’s politics for more than two decades. While 
his colourful reputation abroad stemmed from his frequent barbed 
comments about the west but essentially pragmatic policies at home 
had won him much popular support and helped transform Malaysia 
into an Asian economic tiger. 


During the process he turned himself into Asia’s longest serving 
leader and retired after being in office for 22 years. Throughout his 
rule Dr. Mahathir had taken a tough stand against those who opposed 
him or threatened his power. Anwar Ibrahm, once his deputy and heir 
apparent, Mahathir abruptly dismissed him from his cabinet post and 
accused him of sodomy and corruption. 


Dr. Mahathir had been accused of using the US led war on 
terrorism as an excuse to neutralise Islamic political opponents at home. 
Some of suspected militants had been arrested without trial under the 
much-criticised Internal Security Act. He was furious when he himself 
was subjected to rigorous security checks at a US airport. He said 
American “anti-Muslim hysteria” had led to him being treated like a 
terrorist. And he said the attacks on Afghanistan and then Iraq could 
degenerate into a campaign against the developing world as a whole. 


Since Mahathir became prime minister in 1981, government 
patronage in employment and higher education have created a Malay 
middle class, including some billionaires. But the ethnic Chinese minority 
is still seen as having disproportionate wealth, and he had frequently 
accused his fellow Malays of being complacent and unwilling to work 
hard. “I feel disappointed”, said Dr. Mahathir, “because I have achieved 
too little in my principal task of making my race a successful race, a 
race that is respected”. 
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Mahathir Mohamad’s political career began in 1946, when at 
the age of 21 he joined the newly founded nationalist organisation United 
Malays Nationalist Organisation (UMNO). He studied medicine at the 
University of Malaya and for seven years ran a private medical practice 
in his home state of Kedah. He became an Umno member of parliament 
in 1964. But in 1969 he lost his seat and was expelled from the party 
after releasing an open letter attacking the then Prime Minister, Tunku 
Abdul Rahman, for neglecting the Malay community. 


Exiled to the political wilderness, he developed his ideas in a 
controversial book entitled “The Malay Dilemma". He wrote that the 
Malays had been marginalised during the colonial era and castigated 
them for apathetically accepting their second-class status. It set the 
tone for future attacks on western noe-colonialists and others he sees 
as bent on subjugating Malaysia and threatening its success. *The Malay 
Dilemma' struck such a chord with younger UMNO Leaders that he 
was invited back into the party, re-elected to parliament in 1974, and 
appointed minister of education. Within four years he had become 
deputy Leader of Umno, and in 1981 he became prime minister. 


Dr. Mahathir set about putting his ideas into practice, following 
the example set by Japan, transforming Malaysia from an exporter of 
rubber and tin into a manufacturer of electronic equipment, steel and 
cars. Defending Asian and Malaysian values, he criticised western as 
double standards and own a following among developing countries. 
His prestige projects included the world's tallest building-the Petronas 
Towers-and the transformation of a palm oil plantation near the capital 
into the world’s first “Multimedia Super Corridor"- a cyber powerhouse 
intended to rival California’s Silicon Valley. 


With the onset of the Asian economic crisis in 1997, he blamed 
foreign currency traders, including the financier George Soros, f or 
what he termed a worldwide Jewish conspiracy. His famous opening 
speech at the 10" OIC summit held on 16 October 2003 at Putrajaya, 
Malaysia’s administrative capital with the words “Muslim nations must 
close ranks”. But the speech was not liked by some western Leaders 
who took exception to his saying that the Jews control the world. 
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Peter Jennings, the ABC anchorman, called him a "loose cannon". 
The spokesmen for the Israeli government and the US State Department 
were equally harsh in their criticism, the later calling the remarks 
contemptuous and derisive. Mahathir dose not deserve such myopic 
and hasty judgement from anyone, and surely not from those who 
epitomize hypocrisy. 


The term Anti-Semitism is used to protect Jewish and the word 
fundamentalism is used to malign Muslim by the west. The west has 
difficulty even in uttering the word ‘Jews’ in public in fear of the stick 
of Anti-Semitism, let alone voice any form of criticism. Even the casual 
mentioning of the word has almost become a taboo. The swift 
condemnation of Dr. Mahathir Mohamad recent comment about the 
Jews having disproportionate power with respect to the member is an 
example of this phenomenon. As expected, the western intelligentsia 
became hysterical with accusations of “anti-Semitism”, whilst remaining 
oblivious to Israel as it conducted its raid in Gaza, killing many innocent 
civilians. 

Mahathir’s statement was nothing more than an observation of 
the reality and certainly there were no deliberate scorning of the J ewish 
people. The statement acknowledges the achievement of the Jews in 
gaining power and influence in society despite their persecution 1n recent 
history and their relatively small population. 


The usage of the term "anti-Semitism" is perplexing to see 
Europe's desire to extinguish the guilt that it has accumulated due to 
centuries of anti Jewish progroms in European cities, which culminated 
with the Nazi Holocaust have sought to remove the burden of European 
crime by handing over land belonging to Arabs to the Jews. On the 
contrary, history has proven the hospitality and the magnanimity of the 
Muslim and Arab people towards minorities including the Jews. Instead 
of progroms, ethnic cleansing and holocausts, the Jews experienced 
the golden age in Andalusia (Spain) under Muslim rule, an era 
unparalleled in their 5000+ years of history. Even the noted Orient list 
scholar Bernard Lewis whose writing are not known to be 
complementary towards both Muslims and Islam has noted in many of 
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his books and articles that Jews prospered and were safe in Muslim 
lands, at a time when ‘Jew-Baiting’ was Christian-Europe’s favourite 
pastime! 


When the unparalleled, genocide Catholic-Spanish Inquisition 
took place, Jews found sanctuary in the Islamic cities of Istanbul and 
Fez. So, for how long must the Palestinians pay for the Jewish Holocaust, 
which was a Christian-European crime? for how long will the stick of 
anti-Semitism be used to silence any criticism of Israel's daily violation 
of human rights? For how long will the media remain complicit in shielding 
the Zionist-Imperialist fascist apartheid state know as "Israel * by the 
selective usage of terminologies, “reporting” and “commentaries”? 


Consider the swift response in defence of the Jewish community 
in sharp contrast to the recent comments made by an obscure US 
General based in the Pentagon, who was clearly maligning Islam and 
the Muslim. What an irony! Since not a Mosque in the world has neither 
statue nor icon in contrast to Churches. It is also amusing to note that 
he claimed that George Bush was appointed by God. The daily maligning 
of the Muslims using terminologies like “fundamentalism”, “extremism”, 
"militant" etc have become the norm. The Daily Telegraph (20 
October. Tim Walker) about the expected protests in response to George 
Bush's visit to the UK. The protestors were described as anti-War 
activists, which included “Militant” Muslims. 


Dr. Mahathir wanted to mean that if only 6 million Jews could 
be a world power, then a nation of 1.3 billion Muslims could not be 
undermined. Mahatir said, "Divided, the Muslims could do nothing 
effective to stop the Balfour and Zionist transgression. “The Europeans 
killed six million Jews out of 12 million. But today the Jews rule this 
world by proxy. Ariel Sharon said on 15" November .1998, “We shall 
reduce the Arab population to a community of woodcutters and waiters. 
Ehud Barak, former Israeli Prime Minister, called Palestinians beasts 
that walk on two legs.., and grasshoppers' heads smashed against the 
boulders and walls. 


Muslims see how Palestinians have been uprooted from their 
ancestral homes and how Israel sets the apartheid wall and violates, 
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with total immunity, human rights and international laws, committing 
war crimes that few dare commit. Who would have thought that the 
children of Hdocaust, Hitler's gas chambers, would one day perfect 
the art of mass murder and ethnic cleansing through a slow but sustained 
process? Humanity cries, “How could you do this heinous crime when 
you yourselves were once the victims of such monumental crimes? 
But who listens! Yet, the genocidal maniac Sharon is rewarded 
handsomely for his demonic activities and is treated as a ‘celebrity’ in 
the white house. 


Ariel Sharon on 3 October 2001said, "Every time we do 
something you tell me America will do this and that ... I want to tell 
you something very clear. Don't worry about American pressure on 
Israel. We the Jew people control America and the Americans know 
it". It is therefore, clear that the Jews control the world through the 
US. Since the demise of the USSR over a decade ago, the US becomes 
the only superpower, and their greed to rein over the whole world has 
been increasing day by day. Wherever Bush goes, protesters against 
globalisation shows Bush grabbing the globe gleefully with greedy looks 
and smiles. As the US is fast taking the whole world into its grip, the 
‘Jews’ control over the world through the US becoming easier. 


*Westerners don't understand him," Zakaria Wahab, then 
Mahathir’s press secretary told the time magazine's correspondent John 
comely. The Westerner should have definitely understood that Mahatir, 


` in his emphatic speech, has sincerely attempted to do more than what 


westerners have been doing to suppress Islamic terrorism. In one of 
the paragraphs of his speech, Mahathir said, “we fights without any 
objective, we are acting irrationally, without any goal other than to hurt 
the enemy because they hurt us. Natively we expect them to surrender. 
We sacrifices lives unnecessarily, achieving nothing other than to attract 
more massive retaliation and humiliation". He asked, “Is there no other 
way than to ask our young people to blow themselves up and kill people 
and invite the massacre of more of our own people"? 


In his speech, Mahathir invited Muslims to learn from the Jewish 
example, to use ‘brains’ rather than emotions’, and doing irresponsible 
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things that hurt Muslims today’s world . He was also very critical about 
sectarianism among certain sectors of the Ummah, especially the Ulama 
on mundane matters that led to Muslims’ lack of interest in science and 
technology. Mahatir has been a lone Muslim Leader who had the guts 
to say the right things, when Muslims needed such so dearly. He has 
been Independent, courageous, statesmanlike and visionary. 


He said, “We also know that not all non-Muslims are against 
us. Some even see our enemies as their enemies. Even among the 
Jews there are many who do not approve of what the Israelis are 
doing. We must not antagonize everyone. We must win their hearts 
and minds. We must win them to our side not by begging for help from 
them but by the honourable that we Struggle to help ee as 
Saladin did, he opined. He wanted Ummah to be patient disciplined 
and avoid foolhardy acts. He said. "Today if they want to raid our 
country, kill over peopled, destroy our villages and towns, there is nothin 
substantial that we can do ...Our only reaction is to Biecorie more ide 
more angry. Angry people cannot think properly." 


Chapter 9 


Mahathir's opening speech 
at the 10^ OIC summit 


Muslim nations must close ranks 


ALHAMDULILLAH, AII Praise be to Allah, by whose Grace 
and Blessings we, the leaders of the Organisation of Islamic Conference 
countries are gathered here today to confer and hopefully to plot a 
course for the future of Islam and the Muslim ummah worldwide. 


On behalf of the Government and the people of many races 
and religions of Malaysia, may I extend a warm welcome to all and 
everyone to this Tenth Session of the Islamic Summit Conference in 
Putrajaya, Malaysia's administrative capital. 


It is indeed a great honour for Malaysia to host this session and 
to assume the chairmanship of the Organisation of the Islamic 
Conference (OIC). I thank the members for their confidence in 
Malaysia's chairmanship. 


May I also take this opportunity to pay a special tribute to the 
state of Qatar, in particular His Highness Shaikh Hamad Bin Khalifa 
Al-Thani, the Emir of Qatar for his outstanding stewardship of our 
organisation over the past three years. 


As host, Malaysia is gratified at the high level of participation 
from member countries. This clearly demonstrates our continued and 
abiding faith in, and commitment to our organisation and our collective 
wish and determination to strengthen our role for the dignity and benefit 
of the ummah. 


I would also like to welcome the leaders and representatives of 
the many countries who wish to become observers at this meeting 
because of their substantial Muslim population. Whether they are 
Muslims or not, their presence at this meeting will help towards greater 
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understanding of Islam and the Muslims, thus helping to disprove the 
perception of Islam as a religion of backwardness and terror. 


The whole world is looking at us. Certainly 1.3 billion Muslims, 
one sixth of the world’s population are placing their hopes in us, in this 
meeting, even though they may be cynical about our will and capacity 
to even decided to restore the honour of Islam and the Muslims, much 
less to free their brothers and sisters from the oppression and humiliation 
from which they suffer today. 


I will not enumerate the instance of our humiliation and 
oppression, nor will I once again condemn our detractors and oppressors. 
It would be an exercise in futility because they are not going to change 
their attitudes just because we condemn them. If we are to recover 
our dignity and that of Islam, our religion, itis we who must decide, it is 
we who must act. 


To begin with, the Governments of all the Muslim countries 
can close ranks and have a common stand if not on all issues, at least 
on some major ones, such as on Palestine. We are all Muslims. We are 


all oppressed. We are all being humiliated. But we who have been 
raised by Allah above our fellow Muslims to rule our countries have 
never really tried to act in concert in order to exhibit at our level the 
brotherhood and unity that Islam enjoins upon us. 


But not only are our Government divided, the Muslim ummah 
is also divided, and divided again and again. Over the last 1400 years 
the interpreters of Islam, the learned ones, the Ulama have interpreted 
and reinterpreted the single Islamic religion brought by Prophet 
Muhammad S.A.W, so differently that now we have a thousand religions 
which are often so much at odds with one another that we often fight 
and kill each other. 


From being a single ummah we have allowed ourselves to be 
divided into numerous sects, mazhabs and tarikats, each more concerned 
with claiming to be the true Islam than our oneness as the Islamic 
ummah. We fail to notice that our detractors and enemies do not care 
whether we are true Muslims or not. 
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To them we are all Muslims, followers of a religion and a 
Prophet whom they declare promotes terrorism, and we are all their 
sworn enemies. They will attack and kill us, invade our lands, bring 
down our Governments whether we are Sunnis or Syiahs, Alawait or 
Druze or whatever. 


And we aid and abet them by attacking and weakening each 
other, and sometimes by doing their bidding, acting as their proxies to 
attack fellow Muslims. We try to bring down our Governments through 
violence, succeeding to weaken and impoverish our countries. 


But this is not all that we ignore about the teachings of Islam. 
We are enjoined to read, Iqra i.e. to acquire knowledge. The early 
Muslims took this to mean translating and studying the works of the 
Greeks and other scholars before Islam. And these Muslim scholars 
added to the body of knowledge through their own studies. 


The early Muslims produced great mathematicians and 
scientists, scholars, physicians and astronomers, etc, and they excelled 
in all the fields of knowledge of their times, besides studying and 
practicing their own religion of Islam. As a result the Muslims were 
able to develop and extract wealth from their lands and through their 
world trade, able to strengthen their defences, protect their people and 
give them the Islamic way of life, Adding, as prescribed by Islam. 

At the time the Europeans of the middle Ages were still 
superstitious and backward, the enlightened Muslims had already built 
a great Muslim civilization, respected and powerful, more than able to 
compete with the rest of the world and able to protect the ummah from 
foreign aggression. The Europeans had to kneel at the feet of Muslim 
scholars in order to access their own scholastic heritage. 


The Muslims were led by great leaders like Abdul Rahman III, 
Al-Mansur, Salah El Din Al Ayubi and others who took to the battlefields 
at the head of their forces to protect Muslim land and the ummah. 


But halfway through the building of the great Islamic civilization 
came new interpreters of Islam who taught that acquisition of knowledge 
by Muslims meant only the study of Islamic theology. The study of 
science, medicine, etc, was discouraged. 
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Intellectually, the Muslims began to regress. With intellectual 
regression the great Musiim civilization began to falter and wither. But 
for the emergence of the Ottoman warriors, Muslim civilization would 
have disappeared with the fall of Granada in 1492. 


The early successes of the Ottomans were not accompanied 
by an intellectual renaissance. Instead they became more and more 
preoccupied with minor issues such as whether tight trousers and peak 
caps were Islamic, whether printing machines should be allowed or 
electricity used to light mosques. The Industrial Revolution was totally 
missed by the Muslims. 


And the regression continued until the British and French 
instigated rebellion against Turkish rule brought about the downfall of 
the Ottomans, the last Muslim world power and replaced it with 
European colonies and not independent states as promised. It was only 
after World War II that these colonies became independent. 


Apart from the new nation states we also accepted the Western 
democratic system. This also divided us because of the political parties 
and groups that we form, some of which claim Islam for themselves, 
reject the Islam of other parties and refuse to accept the results of the 
practice of democracy if they fail to gain power for themselves. They 
resort to violence, thus destabilizing and weakening Muslim countries. 


With all these developments over the centuries the ummah 
and the Muslim civilization became so weak that at one time there was 
not a single Muslim country which was not colonized or hegemonies by 
the Europeans. But regaining independence did not help to strengthen 
the Muslims. Their states were weak and badly administered, constantly 
in a state of turmoil. The Europeans could do what they liked with 
Muslim territories. It is not surprising that they should excise Muslim 
land to create the state of Israel to solve their Jewish problem. Divided, 
the Muslims could do nothing effective to stop the Balfour and Zionist 
transgression. 


Some would have us believe that, despite all these, our life is 
better than that of our detractors. Some believe that poverty is Islamic, 
suffering and being oppressed are Islamic. This world is not for us. 
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Ours are the joys of heaven in the afterlife. All that we have to do is to 
perform certain rituals, wear certain garments and put up a certain 
appearance. 


Our weakness, our backwardness and our inability to help our 
brothers and sisters who are being oppressed are part of the Will of 
Allah, the sufferings that we must endure before enjoying heaven in 
the hereafter. We must accept this fate that befalls us. We need not do 
anything. We can do nothing against the Will of Allah. 


But is it true that it is the Will of Allah and that we can and 
should do nothing? Allah has said in Surah Ar-Ra'd verse II that He 
will not change the fate of a community until the community has tried 
to change its fate itself. 


The early Muslims were as oppressed as we are presently. 
But after their sincere and determined efforts to help themselves in 
accordance with the teachings of Islam, Allah had helped them to defeat 
their enemies and to create a great and powerful Muslim civilization. 
But what effort have we made especially with the resources that He 
has endowed us with. 


We are now 1.3 billion strong. We have the biggest oil reserve 
in the world. We have great wealth. We are not as ignorant as the 
Jahilliah who embraced Islam. We are familiar with the working of the 
world’s economy and finances. We control 50 out of the 180 countries 
in the world. Our votes can make or break international organizations. 


Yet we seem more helpless than the small number of Jahilliah 
converts who accepted the Prophet as their leader. Why? Is it because 
of Allah’s will or is it because we have interpreted our religion wrongly, 
or failed to abide by the correct teachings of our religion, or done the 
wrong things? We are enjoined by our religion to prepare for the defence 
of the ummah. Unfortunately we stress not defence but the weapons 
of the time of the Prophet. Those weapons and horses cannot help to 
defend us any more. We need guns and rockets, bombs and war planes, 
tanks and warships for our defence. But because we discouraged the 
learning of science and mathematics, etc, as giving no merit for the 
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akhirat, today we have no capacity to produce our own weapons for 
our defence. 


We have to buy our weapons from our detractors and enemies. 
This is what comes from the superficial interpretation of the Quran, 
stressing not the substance of the Prophet’s sunnah and the Quran's 
injunctions but rather the form, manner and the means used in the 1“ 
Century of the Hijrah. 


And it is the same with the other teachings of Islam. We are 
more concerned with the forms rather than the substance of the words 
of Allah and adhering only to the literal interpretation of the traditions 
of the Prophet. We may want to recreate the first century of the Hijrah, 
to practice what we think to be the true Islamic way of life. But we will 
not be allowed to do so. 


Our detractors and enemies will take advantage of the resulting 
backwardness and weakness in order to dominate us. Islam is not all 
times just for the 7^ Century A.D. Islam is for all times. And times 
have changed. 


Whether we like it or not we have to change, not by changing 
our religion but by applying its teachings in the context of a world that 
is radically different from that of the first century of the Hijrah. Islam 
is not wrong but the interpretations by our scholars, who are not prophets 
even though they may be very learned can be wrong. 


We have a need to go back to the fundamental teachings of 
Islam to find out whether we are indeed believing in and practicing the 
Islam that the Prophet preached. It cannot be that we are all practicing 
the correct and true Islam when our beliefs are so different from one 
another. 


Today we, the whole Muslim ummah are treated with contempt 
and dishonour. Our religion is denigrated. Our holy places desecrated. 
Our countries are occupied. Our people starved and killed. 


None of our countries are truly independent. We are under 
pressure to conform to our oppressors’ wishes about how we should 
behave, how we should govern our lands, how we should think even. 
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Today if they want to raid our country, kill our people, destroy 
our villages and towns, there is nothing substantial that we can do. Is it 
Islam which has caused all these? Or is it that we have failed to do our 
duty according to our religion? Our only reaction is to become more 
and more angry. And so we find some of our people reacting irrationally. 
They launch their own attacks, killing just about anybody including fellow 
Muslims to vent their anger and frustration. Their Governments can do 
nothing to stop them. The enemy retaliates and puts more pressure on 
the Governments. And the Governments have no choice but to give in, 
to accept the directions of the enemy, literally to give up their 
independence of action. 


With this their people and the ummah become angrier and turn 
against their own Governments. Every attempt at a peaceful solution is 
sabotaged by more indiscriminate attacks calculated to anger the enemy 
and prevent any peaceful settlement. But the attacks solve nothing. 
The Muslims simply get more oppressed. 


i 


There is a feeling of hopelessness among the Muslim countries 
and their people. They believe that things can only get worse. The 
Muslims will forever be oppressed and dominated by the Europeans 
and the Jews. They will forever be poor, backward and weak. Some 
believe, as I have said this is the Will of Allah that the proper state of 
the Muslims is to be poor and oppressed in this world. 


But is it true that we should do and can do nothing for ourselves? 
Is it true that 1.3 billion people can exert no power to save themselves 
from the humiliation and oppression inflicted upon them by a much 
smaller enemy? Can they only lash back blindly in anger? Is there no 
other way than to ask our young people to blow themselves up and kill 
people and invite the massacre of more of our own people? It cannot 
be that there is no other way.1.3 billion Muslims cannot be defeated by 
a few million Jews. There must be a way. And we can only find a way 
if we stop to think, to assess our weaknesses and our strength, to plan, 
to strategise and then to counter attack. As Muslims we must seek 
guidance from the Al-Quran and the Sunnah of the Prophet. Surely the 
23 years struggle of the Prophet can provide us with some guidance as 
to what we can and should do. 
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We know he and his early followers were oppressed by the 
Qhuraish. Did he launch retaliatory strikes? No. He was prepared to 
make strategic retreats. He sent his early followers to a Christian 
country and he himself later migrated to Madinah. There he gathered 


followers, build up his defence capability and ensured the security of 
his people. 


At Hudaibiyah he was prepared to accept an unfair treaty, 
against the wishes of his companions and followers. During the peace 
that followed he consolidated his strength and eventually he was able 
to enter Mecca and claim it for Islam. Even then he did not seek revenge. 
And the people of Mecca accepted Islam and many became his most 
powerful supporters, defending the Muslims against all their enemies. 


That briefly is the story of the struggle of the Prophet. We talk 
so much about following the sunnah of the Prophet. We quote the 
instances and the traditions profusely. But we actually ignore all of 
them. 


If we use the faculty to think that Allah has give us then we 
should know that we are acting irrationally. We fight without any 
objective, without any goal other than to hurt the enemy because they 
hurt us. Naively we expect them to surrender. We sacrifice lives 
unnecessarily, achieving nothing other than to attract more massive 
retaliation and humiliation. 


It is surety time that we pause to think. But will this be wasting 
time? For well over half a century we have fought over Palestine. 
What have we achieved? Nothing. We are worse off than before. If 
we had paused to think then we could have devised a plan, a strategy 
that can win us final victory. Pausing and thinking calmly is not a waste 
of time. We have a need to make a strategic retreat and to calmly 
assess our situation. 


We are actually very strong. 1.3 billion People cannot be simply 
wiped out. The Europeans killed six million Jews out of 12 million. But 


today the Jews rule this world by proxy. They get others to fight and 
die for them. 
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We may not be able to do that. We may not able to unite all the 
1.3 billion Muslims. We may not be able to get all the Muslim 
Governments to act in concert. But even if we can get a third of the 
ummah and a third of the Muslim states to act together, we can already 


do something. 


Remember that the Prophet did not have many followers when 
he went to Madnah. But he unites the Ansars and the Muhajirins and 
eventually he became strong enough to defend Islam. 


Apart from the partial unity that we need, we must take stock 
of our assets. I have already mentioned our numbers and our oil wealth. 
In today’s world we wield a lot of political, economic and financial 
clout, enough to make up for our weakness in military terms. 


We also know that not all non Muslims are against us. Some 
are well disposed towards us. Some even see our enemies as their 
enemies. Even among the Jews there are many who do not approve of 
what the Israelis are doing. 


We must not antagonise everyone. We must win their hearts 
and minds. We must win them to our side not by begging for help from 
them but by the honourable way that we struggle to help ourselves. 


We must not strengthen the enemy by pushing everyone into 
their camps through irresponsible and un-Islamic acts. 


Remember Salah El Din and the way he fought against the so 
called Crusaders, King Richard of England in particular. Remember 
the considerateness of the Prophet to the enemies of Islam. We must 
do the same. It is winning the struggle that is important, not angry 
retaliation, not revenge. 


We must build up our strength in every field, not just in armed 
might. Our countries must be stable and well administered, must be 
economically and financially strong, industrially competent and 
technologically advanced. This will take time, but it can be done and it 
will be time well spent. We are enjoined by our religion to be patient. 
Innallahamaasabirin. Obviously there is virtue in being patient. 
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But the defence of the ummah, the counter attack need not 
Start only after we have put our houses in order. Even today we have 
sufficient assets to deploy against our detractors. It remains for us to 
identify them and to work out how to make use of them to stop the 
carnage abused by enemy. This is entirely possible if we stop to think, 
to plan, to strategies and to take the first few critical steps. Even these 
few steps can yield positive results. 


We know that the Jahilliah Arabs were given to feuding, to 
killing each other simply because they were from different tribes. The 
Prophet preached the brotherhood of Islam to them and they were 
able to overcome their hatred for each other, become united and helped 
towards the establishment of the great Muslim civilization. 


Can we say that what the Jahilliah (the ignorant) could do we, 
the modern Muslims cannot do? If not all at least some of us can do. If 
not the renaissance of our great civilization, at least ensuring the security 
of the ummah. 


To do the things that are suggested will not even require all of 
us to give up our differences with each other. We need only to call a 
truce so we can act together in tackling only certain problems of common 
interests, the Palestine problem for example. 


In any struggle, in any war, nothing is more important than 
concerted and co-ordinate action. A degree of discipline is all that is 
needed. The Prophet lost in Jabal Uhud because his forces broke rank. 
We know that, yet we are unwilling to discipline ourselves and to give 
up our irregular and uncoordinated actions. We need to be brave but 
not foolhardy. We need think not just of our reward in the afterlife but 
also of the worldly results of our mission. 


The Quran tells us that when the enemy sues for peace we 
must react positively. True the treaty offered is not favourable to us. 
But we can negotiate. The Prophet did, at Hudaibiyah. And in the end 
he triumphed. I am aware that all these ideas will not be popular. Those 
who are angry would want to reject it out of hand. They would even 
want to silence anyone who makes or supports this line of action. They 
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would want to send more young men and women to make the supene 
sacrifice. But where will all these lead to? Certainly not victory. awa 
the past 50 years of fighting in Palestine we have not achieved any 
result. We have in fact worsened our situation. 


The enemy will probably welcome these proposals and we will 
conclude that the promoters are working for the enemy. But Bn We 
are up against a people who think. They survived 2,000 years of pogroms 
not by hitting back, but by thinking. 

They invented and successfully promoted eg us. 
Communism, human rights and democracy so that persecuting Lis 
would appear to be wrong, so they may enjoy equal rights with omes 
With these they have now gained control of the most powerful count ies 
and they, this tiny community, have become a world power. lis cannot 
fight them through brawn alone. We must use our brains also. 


Of late because of their power and their apparent success they 
have become arrogant. And arrogant people, like angry people will 
make mistakes, will forget to think. 


They are already beginning to make mistakes. And they will 
make more mistakes. There may be windows of opportunity for us 
now and in the future. We must seize these opportunities. 


But to do so we must get our acts right. Rhetoric is good. It 
helps us to expose the wrongs perpetrated against us, perhaps FRA p 
some sympathy and support. It may strengthen our spirit, our will a 
resolve, to face the enemy. 

We can and we should pray to Allah S.W. T. for in the end it is 
He who will determine whether we succeed or fail. We need His 
Blessings and His help in our endeavours. 


But it is how we act and what we do which will determine 
whether He would help us and give us victory or not. He has already 
said so in the Quran. Again Surah Ar-Ra'd verse 11. 

As I said at the beginning, the whole world is looking at us, the 
whole Muslim ummah is placing their hopes in this conference of the 
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leaders of Islamic nations. They expect us not just to vent 

frustrations and anger, through words and gestures; not just to A top 
Allah’s blessings. They expect us to do something to act od s 
say we cannot do anything, we the leaders of the Muslim nations We 


can é i 
not say we cannot unite even when faced with the destruction of 
our religion and the ummah. 


We know we can. There are many things that we can do. There 


are many resources that we have i 
at our disposal. What i i 
merely the will to do it. i Des 


As Muslims, we must be grateful for 
we must do what needs to be done, willing 
Allah has not raised us, the leaders, above t 
power for ourselves only. The powe 
the ummah, for Islam. We must h 
judiciously, prudently, concerte 
end. 


the guidance of our reli gion, 
ly and with determination. 
he others so we may enjoy 
r we wield is for our people, for 
ave the will to make use of this power 
dly. Insyaallah we will triumph in the 


a I pray to Allah that this 10" Conference of the OIC in Putrajaya 
ea will give à new and positive direction to us will be blessed 
With success by Him, Almighty Allah, Arahman, Arahim. l 


Chapter 10 


Rohangya Culture at a Glance 


Rohingyas are not solely descended from migrants’ people but 
are the local indigenous people living in Arakan since the dawn of the 
history that later embraced cultural and religious reformation to upgrade 
their ancient tradition. The first group to leave its mark upon the culture 
and civilization of Rohingya were the Arabs, who came to Arakan for 
trade. The appearance of Arabs in Arakan in the 7^ century was far 
more of a cultural phenomenon than an ethnic one. They brought Islam, 
which as a resurgent force vastly influenced and inspired the local 
people of Arakan to accept Islam. The Persians, Turks, Pathans, 
Mughals and other Muslim immigrants who came into Arakan in the 
course of time were also merged with the local populace. These various 
migrations and local converts led to the admixture of blood and culture 
to form one common racial and linguistic classification to be known as 
Rohingya; a term derived from Rohang, the ancient name of Arakan. 


Coins are considered to be the most perfect, authentic and 
informative source of history. They are beyond doubt the primary and 
the most important source for the study of history and cultures. The 
coins found in Arakan belong to those of Mrauk-U are Muslims. It 
contains the name of the king title, date and faith. For trade and 
commerce coins were used as medium of exchange. The introduction 
of coins by the Arakanese sultan is an important turn in the socio- 
economic history of Arakan. Ma Huan, a Chinese official writes in 
1406AD “The currency of the country is a silver coin called Tang 
Ka... is one inch and two tenths in and is engraved on either side." 
According to Van den Mendere, the Dutch factor in Arakan, prices in 
Arakan and Chittagong were always given in Tangas and were worth 
two shillings each. In striking the coins the policy of inscribing Islamic 
creed (Kalima) and the Muslim names of their kings in Persian character 
was followed, and because in the court of the Arakanese kings Muslim 
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ministers were appointed, modern Arakanese Rohingyas believe for 
certain that those Arakanese kings were Muslims. There is no evidence 
that they were not Muslims. We can call them Rohingyas, as they 
were the kings of Rohang. 


Generally Rohingyas are comparatively brood shouldered, than 
the Rakhine and Burmese people but a bit darker in complexion. They 
are bronze coloured and not yellowish. They have not so high cheek 
bone as that of Tibeto Mongoloid and jaws are proportionate with their 
faces. Eyes are not narrow and shallow like the Rakhines and Burmese. 
Their hairs are mostly straight but a few have curly hair. The nose of 
the Rohingya is not as flat as the Burmese or as sharp as that of 
European stock. The people of Arakan might have been proto- 
Australoid or Negrito group of Neolithic descendants. These pre-Aryans 
people are the real and first occupants of the land and had been there 
for thousand of years until the Aryans and other peoples came. Many 
modern scholars including U Aung Tha Oo and U San Tha Aung believe 
that the Rakhines were Aryans. 


Generally, there have been arranged marriages among the 
Rohingyas since ancient time. The wedding ceremonies are held by 
throwing a dinner party as far as possible. The splendour of the marriage 
procession is really an enjoyable scene to be observed by the village 
folks. The members of the groom party would come to the village of 
the bride in-group singing, dancing and of course ringing the traditional 
gong, a musical instrument. Womenfolk would sing “Howlla” using 
mouth organ. The bridal party would bring betel-leaves and nuts, a 
variety of snacks ‘pira’ and yogurts in earthen pots depending on the 
affordability of the guardians as gifts for the local village Society known 
as ‘Samaj’ who would distribute them to every household. Generally 
the bride lives with the in-laws. When the bride is pregnant, the parents 
of the bride have to send “hadi” -special food for the pregnant with 
present for the groom. The head of the newborn is shaven after 7 
days, which is called "fuit". Silver equivalent to the “fuit” hair's weight 
is given to the poor as charity. Within forty days of the birth, a goat for 
daughter or two goats for a son is to be served among the relatives. 
Sunnat or the rite of circumcision is performed for the son only. The 
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earring ceremony will be held for the daughters. The first time 
menstruation, which marked her arrival at puberty, was celebrated 
ceremoniously. The Rohingya would say that she has seen the flower. 
The Burmese used to call menstruation- the blossom of seasonal flower. 
Nowadays, there is no freedom for marriage among of Rohingyas only. 


Rohingyas have many indigenous sports and games, which are 
usually held during winter and summer. Among them “Boli Khila" 
(traditional wrestling) is very popular. Many Roliingya wrestlers helped 
allied forces during the resistance movement against the Japanese for 
the Independence of Burma. As part of indigenous games, Rohingya 
wrestlers participated in the Union Day celebration held annually in 
Burma, which has been disbanded after the Ne Win takeover. 


Buffalo fighting is traditional recreation for Rohingyas. The 
owners of the buffalo have to serve the onlookers with “Bini-bat” 
(glutinous rice) and Doh Pira (a kind of winter steamed rice cake). 
Many people from surrounding villages would come to see the fight. 


Hunting is a part of Rohingyas traditional game. In early days 
people would organize hunting and hundreds of people would join hunting 
deer. Such mass hunting has one meaningful object, which is all the 
participants would have equal facility and feeling while in hunting. The 
meat would be distributed among those who went for hunting. Hunting 
at night with the help of Kanyan oil fire putting in a bowl carried by a 
man on his head is called “Dala hunting". The carrier of fire would 
lead and a gunman with a dozen or more followers would follow one 
by one behind the light. When they see a deer, the gunman would 
shoot. Then they carry the prey and share the meat among them. 


Every compact village or a part of it formed a (samaj) or civil 
Society with the mosque as its centre and it is a uniting force for the 
convenience and regulation of social life of the inhabitants of the area. 
The eldest, pious, intelligent and influential man in the area is elected as 
the head of the Samaj. He will decide all disputes with the help of 
others. Samaj plays very important role in marriages and funerals. The 
samaj also help building or roofing the houses of poor, aged, infirm or 
women. 
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The male Rohingya traditionally wears a shirt with long sleeves 
called “Bazu” covering the upper part of the body while the lower part 
is covered with a rectangular sheet of cloth stitched from side to side 
called ‘longi’. The adult female Rohingya normally wears long sleeved 
garment known as ‘suli’ to cover upper part of the body while the 
lower parat is covered with a ‘Tami’. A scarf known as ‘romal’, which 
covers the head and shoulders, is traditionally used. “Burka” traditional 
veil would be put on while going outdoor. 


Since ancient time, Rohingya mainly depends on farm produces 
and there were record yield before Burma's independence and Arakan 
was granary of the South East Asia. At the time of paddy transplantation 
and reaping harvest, many villagers joyously would join by singing songs 
and the owner would make special snacks. Local elders would be there 
as spectators. The paddy transplanting competition is also popular among 
the Rohingyas. The paddy is separated from straw with the walking of 
the cattle over it. After reaping the paddy plants, the farmer would 
spread them in a space centering a post. At the post five or six cows 
are tied with a long rope, and a farmer drive the cows with a song 
“bowl bowl, lalay lalay” welcoming the blossom of mangoes. The mouth 
of the cows is tied with small baskets so that the cows would not try to 
eat the straws and paddy. Then the straws are taken with 5 stick bending 
at the end, which is called ‘Hos-sha’ by the Rohingyas. The stick, 
which is used to carry the bundles of paddy is called ‘Fu-sha’. The 
straw rope, which binds the bundle of paddy, is called ‘zuna’ 


The Rohingya farmers used ‘dawlun’ for husking paddy. It is 
made of solid wood and bamboo and in two parts. Upper side has a 
hollow space in the centre to put the paddy and is like the hub of bicycle. 
When it rotates, the paddy fallen under would grin. During the winter 
season, the melodious sounds of ‘dawlun’ with sweet rhythm prevail in 
each and every Rohingya village. The dawlun drivers sing song, which 
is rhymed corresponding the sounds of dawlun. Besides, Rohingya 
villages echo with the pounding and squeaking sound of Dhehi seesaw- 
the wooden object used by women folk to separate chaff from the 
rice. Dhehi is an indigenous rice clearing instrument pressing one side 
by foot and the other side pounding on the rice in a big wooden bowl. 
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Chaff is used for animal feeds and oil is also extracted from it. Dhehi 
was so popular among the Rohingyas that there are proverbs with 
dhehi. For example ‘dhehi must husk paddy even if it goes to Mecca’. 
Another proverb is that *whose father was eaten by crocodile, will 
afraid even when he sees a dhehi-seesaw. 


Dhehi (seesaw), far a (stone plate use for crushing chilli), daw 
(sword), dooola (basket) etc. are essential things for a Rohingya family. 
Lamba daw (long sword), spear, axe, spade and bows and arrows are 
kept for hunting. “Gotta dula" basket with neck and nets are common 
for catching fish. Luh, tawya, dup, sai, etc. are the instruments that 
Rohingya used to catch fish traditionally. An oval shape canopy from 
head on the back to loin is known as “Zohor” and ‘Tala’ (thatched hat) 
are used by Rohingyas in rainy season, specially while working in their 
farms. Most of the rural folk sleep on the locally made mats, called 
charas and fairis. 


About 5% of Rohingyas are fisherman. Arakan's 360 miles 
long coast is rich in fish as the Bay of Bengal teams with fish of many 
varieties. Rivers of Arakan with their many tributaries and connecting 
creeks is the breeding ground of fish. Hence, fish makes their way into 
land tanks, lakes, watercourse and even paddy fields, during the wet 
season of the year. It is a common sight in the hot months of April and 
May when the water tanks and lakes are to their lowest, to see many 
Rohingya villagers delving in the mud for fish. Srimp culture along the 
Naf riverside run by Rohingya produces best quality shrimps. Border 
trade of shrimps from Maungdaw to Bangladesh amounts a significant 
percentage of Bangladesh shrimp export. Similarly salt production of 
Arakan is mainly consumed by Bangladesh. Shrimp culture and short 
period paddy cultivation was first introduced by the Rohingyas in Arakan 
which later spread throughout Burma. 


Generally, Rohingya family is consisted of joint family- from 
grandfather to grand children. While the adult male members of the 
family are out for earning, the major portions of household activities 
have to be performed by the female. They prepare food, look after the 
children, cleaning and washing, gardening, farming, rearing cattle and 
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poultry, milking, spinning and so on. Looking after the grand parents 
and orphans is the tradition of Rohingya Society. Chastity 1s women S 
main virtue. They preserve it even at the cost of their lives. Rohingya 
women observed purdah (seclusion) and do not come out of their houses 
at day time without a burkah (viel). 


The nearby hills secure the people an abundant supply of 
firewood, materials for housing, roofing and fencing their homestead 
with (Zawli). A see through bamboo fence with rectangular holes known 
as “Tinyarrra’ has been erected to demarcate their vegetable farms. 
The Rohingya has the tradition of fencing their compound with; bamboo 
wall and a gate is normally kept. The nearby streams and rivers supply 
them with plenty of water for irrigation, drinking and fish breeding. 


All Rohingyas are Sunni Muslims and are strict followers of 
Islamic traditions and culture. In every village, there is at least a mosque. 
It is used for basic religious education if there is no Maktab (primary 
religious school). A rest house (known as Dharmo Ghor) would be built 
in front of the mosque in every village where the devotees can take 
rest before and after Salah. They finger tasbih, a long amber rosary 
with ninety-nine beads on which they count the Most Beautiful names 
of the Almighty Allah in the course of the supererogatory prayer they 
always perform after the ritual prayer. 


In the month of Ramadan, like others in Muslim world, they 
take fasting and pray at night "Tarbhi' prayer after the last ‘Isha prayer’ 
prayer of the day and it is led by a Hafiz who can recite the Holy 
Quran by heart. An estimate put that Rohingya has about 1000 in Arakan 
and 3000 abroad such Hafiz-e -Quran who lead the prayer especially 
in the month of Ramadan. 


From the time immemorial, the Rohingya learned trading and a 
Rohingya would not be eligible for marriage until and unless he made 
three voyages for trade. Otherwise, he would be looked down by the 
Society and eligible female. Hence, Rohingyas are better than their 
sister community, Rakhine in trade and business. It was an eyesore for 
the successive military rulers. From 1958 to 1960, Captain Htin Gyaw 
in charge of Maungdaw township administration under Gen. Ne Win's 
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caretaker regime gave crushing blow to the Rohingya traders, 
businessmen, and shopkeepers in Arakan causing them great financial 
loss. Many of them were arrested and sentenced to long term 
imprisonment after seizing their cash and goods. In 1991 Bo Naing Oo 
also carried out a reign of terror with the codenamed “Pyi Thaya" 
operation dispossessing the Rohingya traders, businessmen and 
shopkeepers. An estimated thousand had been detained and tortured 
them. A few of them died in custody including a newly married 
shopkeeper of Akyab. All their belongings were taken away including 
the ornaments and valuables. Due to intolerable perpetual severe 
persecutions, Rohingya youths nowadays leave the country and have 
since been taking refuge in Saudi Arabia, UAE, Malaysia, Thailand, 
Pakistan and Bangladesh. 


The majority of the Rohingya's houses is built of wooden pole, 
bamboo walls and thatches or palm leaves roof. Kitchen's floor is mostly 
made of polished mud. The house of the riches is built with costly 
wood and roof tinned. Normally birth room has been detached, and the 
cowshed, kujah (haystack) fire wood stock room and poultry farm would 
be found in the compound. A separate room known as Gular Ghor will 
be built for receiving the guest. 


Like other southeast Asians, rice is staple food of Arakan. 
Normally the Rohingya would take rice, fish, vegetables, milk, chilies 
and meat. Rohingya has their indigenous snack called “Pira” generally 
made of molasses, coconut, rice powder, oil, etc. Seasonal 'pira' are 
made and distributed at its first making at home to neighbors. Steam 
rice cake ‘Dohi pira’, ‘Luri pira’ ‘Fakkon pira’, Gurapira’, Madhu Bhat’ 
a kind of fermented cooked glutinous rice and powder of germinating 
rice, ‘Bini-swan’ which is a kind of glutinous rice cooked in green 
bamboo, etc. have its own peculiarity and taste. 


With the change of atmosphere resulted in relentless economic 
pressure and human rights abuses, the Rohingya have been deprived 
of holding functions according to their suits and which on the other 
hand has been diminishing their traditional practices. Striking gong during 
celebrations would be seen no more, ceremonious rice crushing, 
wrestling, and other big gatherings like boat racing locally known as 


78 The Muslims of Southeast Asia 


‘Ghati khella’, buffalo fight have now become a memory only. Race 
without their own language, culture and tradition has no strong 
foundation. Putting the Rohingya in a state of depleting their ancient 
tradition is nothing but a calculated erosion of their ethnicity under the 
influence of junta’s Burmanigation policy. 

It is, therefore, imperative for all the Rohingya to be acquiesced 
to the danger of loss of culture and tradition, which characterize their 


identity 


Chapter 11 


Rakhine’s settlements 
in the lands of Rohingyas 


In the most prosperous areas the Government has established 
“Model Villages” populated by Rakhine and other Buddhist minority 
groups. Now many parts of Arakan, including the border areas, 
Rohingyas have been relocated to be populated by the Rakhines of 
both inside and outside Burma, under the so-called “human barrier 
policy”. Islamic Holy places, historical monuments and relics have been 
replaced with monasteries, pagodas, etc with a view to changing Muslim 
character of Arakan, including the historic Sandikhan Mosque, built in 
1430 A.D by the Arakan King Narameikhla. The rubbles of the mosque 
are used to pave roads between new military base camps in the area. 
The localities of many mosques were turned to Buddhist monasteries 
and pagodas. 


The Muslim cemetery of Maungdaw proper has since been 
occupied by the Bangladeshi Rakhines. Centering the Muslim cemetery 
the Rakhine extended their settlement three miles to the north, two 
miles to the south and one mile to the east, on the lands of Rohingyas 
including the wakf lands of Ali Hussain Munshi’s Maungdaw Juma- 
Mosque. This is the merely one of the hundreds of examples of 
Rakhine’s settlements on the lands of Rohingyas. 


In the words of Mr. Sultan Mahmud, Ex-Health Minister of 
Burma, “Thousands of Buddhists from Barisal, Teknaf, Ramu, 
Cox’sBazar and Chittagong Hill Tracts migrate to Arakan annually. 
They are welcomed by the Burmese Authorities with flag and music, 
issued National Registration Certificates, — Provided with foods, clothes, 
medicines and building materials. They are finally settled on lands 
acquired from Muslims without payment of compensation. They are 
thus firmly and happily rehabilitated with arable lands seized again from 
Muslims with allotment of cattle, seed grains and fertilizer, free of cost.” 
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In the words of Mr. M.A Gaffar, Ex-M.P and Parliamentary 
Secretary, “307 villages of Rohingyas were destroyed and occupied by 
the Rakhines since 1942 communal riots. Their landed properties were 
taken away by the Rakhines. In Tulatuli, Village of Maungdaw Township, 
there was not a single Rakhine according to the census report of 1921, 
but the Burmese Government uprooted the Rohingyas of that village, 
who were for centuries there and settled the Rakhines instead and 
distributed landed properties to them belonging to Rohingyas". 


In the words of Mr. Nuru Islam, “Now the junta, having had a 
plan to turn the north Arakan into a Buddhist majority area, is making a 
serious demographic imbalance by bringing in more settlers. For this, 
Rakhines and Burmans are being invited from Arakan south, central 
Burma and even from Bangladesh as a part of the Rohingya 
extermination. With a view to disturbing law and order situation in 
Rohingya area, the junta had resorted to bringing in social menace, ex- 
convicts, and families of loose character and ex-army personnel. 
Besides, the burden of creating model village in the centre of Muslim 
habitats goes to the Rohingyas farmland, building houses for the new 
settlers, domestic animals, rations, etc. have to be supplied by the 
Muslims too. 


"The importance to setting up such model villages by the 
authorities could clearly be seen from the personal supervision of the 
western Commander, Brig-Gen. Aung Htwe, who accompanied the 
304 new arrivals all the way from Akyab to Buthidaung on March 25, 
1999, 'The authorities had earlier ordered the local Muslims to arrange 
everything in advance including planting tall coconut and other old trees 
in the model villages so that the village would look the old but belonged 
to new-settlers". 


The Burmese Military regime has been actively pursuing a policy 
of Rohingya extermination since it came to power. During Ne Win era, 
it had openly invited the Rakhine living in Bangladesh to migrate to 
Arakan on large scale that were given warm reception and resettled in 
various parts of Arakan including Akyab. 
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‘Myo Oo Zedi’ a big papoda is under construction by the 
Burmese authorities at the entrance of Maungdaw opposite to 
confiscated Tablig Mosque, at Myoma Kayindan village, where there 
was not a single Buddhist since the beginning of the history of Arakan. 
As many as 300 houses have been raised to the tune of millions of 
kyats from Muslims through forced donations. 


Similarly a pagoda-Lawkananda Zedi has been built at the entry 
point of Akyab airport, opposite to Shafi Khan Mosque, despite the 
fact that the whole area in an age-old Muslim settlement, to let the new 
visitors feel that the place has overwhelming Buddhist residents. Wife 
of Lt. Gen. Khin Nyunt, who paid a visit to north Arakan on 26 Jun 
1997, told the Buddhist Rakhines that she would donate funds for building 
a pagoda and a shrine at No. 5 ward of Buthidaung Township adjacent 
to the UNHCR office. The local authorities started constructing the 
pagoda and shrine on the land of Mr. Abul Hossain, without payment 
of compensation. 


It is to be mentioned here that the authorities on the contrary, 
not only restrict the Muslim to renovate, repair and maintain the existing 
mosques, religious schools and Muslim relic but many mosques and 
religious centres have also been dismantled and closed down. Villagers 
of the newly settled Buddhist villages near Taung Bazar have been 
used to waylay goat, cows, buffaloes and fouls of the Muslims of the 
neighbourhood. Muslims’ complaint to the chairmen of the Buddhist 
settlements went totally unheeded. Rumours are rife in the area that 
the new settlers eat human flesh as they ask the Muslims to give them 
their dead ones. On May 25, 1999, three Rohingya cowboys have been 
kidnapped by the new-settlers. Panic-stricken parents reported the 
matter to the authorities. However, the settlers were defiant and that 
they will not listen to anybody except Secretary (1) of SPDC. With full 
reinforcement the authorities had rescued the three boys. 


Under the so-called Border Area Development Programme, 
the military junta has established hundreds of Rakhine villages over the 
confiscated Muslim lands and uprooted Rohingya villages in north Arakan 
with the forced labour of the Rohingyas. Under the direct instruction 
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of SPDC chairman Senior Gen. Than Shwe and Secretary (1) Lt. Gen 
Khin Nuunt, Commander of the Western Command Brig. Gen. Aung 
Htwe, personally supervised the settlement programmes. Each family 
of the new settlers have been provided 3 acres of Rohingya’s land for 
cultivation, 0.2 acre for house building, Kyat 40,000 as lump sum 
monetary help, 40kg of rice per head free of cost per month, one pair 
of bullocks and one bullock cart. Each village has also been provided 
with fifteen 5 Hp Honda tractors. Rohingya villagers of neighbourhood 
are forced to construct the houses for new settlers, plough the land, 
transplant paddy and harvest the crop without any payment. 


The ruling military regime, in its drive to make a demographic 
change, brought in 45 more Burmese families from Rangoon in April 
1999 were been resettled in the so-called model villages established 
earlier in Maungdaw Township. The newly arrived Buddhists had been 
provided with all the necessities including chicken, pig, ducklings, cooking 
utensils, landed properties. 


The local administration had earlier ordered the Rohingya villages 
to supply 45 bullock carts and 45 pairs of bullocks so as to distribute to 
newly arrived families. The Muslims of nearby villages have been 
suffering as a result of junta’s plan to set up model villages at no cost 
but with forced collection and labour from Rohingyas only, 


On 18 May, 1999 Lt. Col. Tun Hla Oo Chairman of Buthidaung 
Township SPDC in a speech to the Chairman and Secretaries of all 
village committees of the Taung Bazar village tract, under Buthidaung 
Township warned that serious action would be taken if they fail to 
complete evacuation process of Muslim villages and confiscation of 
lands between Mingritaung and Taungbazar before the end of monsoon. 
He told the meeting that over 1,000 Buddhist families from interior 
Burma would be established after the completion of the evacuation 
process. In another meeting held on 24 May 1999 at Ottama Hall, at 
Buthidaung Col. Tun Hla Oo ordered confiscation 100 acres of land at 
Payabyin village under Thayet Pyin village tract and to complete work 
of construction 66 houses for new Burmese settlers. He further 
instructed to construct 35 houses for new settlers over the demolished 
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mosque-site near Aung Mingala army cantonment 6 miles west of 
Buthidaung Township. The above houses are to be constructed with 
the forced labour of Muslims from nearby villages. Earlier, in the month 
of April, 63 acres of land have been confiscated from one Sayeddur 
Rahman, a primary teacher, hailing from Yaungma Kyaungdawn village 
on which 23 house were built for the new settlers. The new Buddhist 
village was named “Tharafu village”. Another 50 acres of farmland 
belonging to late Abdus Salam Dubashi of Buthidaung Township situated 
at just eastern side of the Mayu River have been confiscated and a 
sign post reading “model agricultural plot” has been erected on the 
site. 


In order to terrorise and extermination Rohingyas, the western 
command is going ahead with the plan to establishing more and more 
military installations in Maungdaw and Buthidaung Townships. It has 
recently ordered to surrender large tracts of Muslim and to the army to 
facilitate them establishing more military cantonments in Buthidaung 
Township. 


The junta set up two more cantonments at Tharafu village of 
north Buthidaung. One more such cantonment is believed to be setting 
up at Tamipanzi village and orders have already been given to the nearby 
Muslim on March 18, 1999 to supply forced labour and materials to 
build a road that will connect the cantonment with Bogychaung village 
and Paundawbyin village. 


Every family of the nearby villages has to work at least ten 
days for the purpose failing which one has to pay a penalty of kyat 
1,000/- and ten viss of chicken to the army. More than 400 acres of 
farm land and grazing ground belonging to Rohingyas of Khandaung 
village tract of Buthidaung Township in north Arakan have been 
confiscated and a new army regiment No.551 has been established on 
the same with the forced labour of Rohingyas. 


A new Buddhist pagoda with the name of ‘Myo Oo san daw 
shin pagoda’ is being built in Maungdaw Township of the Arakan state 
by extorting money from Rohingyas in the name of donation. Permits 
to carry out border trade are given to Rohingyas only when they pay 
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certain amount of donation for pagodas. Many Rohingyas are being 
compelled to pay money for the construction of pagodas unwillingly, 
fearing cancellation of their trade. Such forced collection of money 
from Rohingya in the name of pagoda fund has been carried out from 
the Rohingyas at bus stations, jetties and government offices since 
1988 formation of SLORC. 


A new non-Muslim village has been established on Amtala area 
north of Maungdaw Township near the border with Bangladesh on the 
confiscated Muslim land. The new settlers comprising 46 families are 
Mro hill tribes. Confiscated lands from Rohingyas have been distributed 
to the new settles. Rohingya forced labourers are engaged to plough 
and plant for the new settlers. 


Since the beginning of 1998, hasty establishment of military 
installations and new Buddhist villages over the Rohingya lands have 
been going on. There is no hesitation to confiscate land, cattle and food 
grain from Rohingyas. Rohingyas are not allowed to buy new moveable 
or immoveable properties. In the month of June 1999, two Muslim 
villages namely Doctorguna andd Hadama under Buthidaung Township 
have been uprooted and the inmates were evicted without giving any 
alternative place to settle. The evictees are diffusing into nearby villages, 
The uprooted village land and farmland totaling 210 acres have been 
confiscated and declared as property of Regiment 551. Rohingyas 
farmland of 64 acres from Nan-Ra-Gun village and 60 acres from 
Maungnama are confiscated for new Buddhist settlers. 


Burma’s Engineering Crops (B.E) set up one of its units in 
Buthidaung Township. The site was selected at Taimaung-khali 
Rohingya village. A total of 400 residential plots belonged to Rohingya 
have been confiscated and the owners evicted from their houses by 
27" April 1999. After clearing it, the Burma’s military established their 
engineering unit on it. 


In the words of Dr. Mohammed Yunus, “The regime has 
confiscated vast tracts of land from Rohingyas, uprooted many Rohingya 
villages and erected so-called model villages for new Buddhist settlers 
form far and wide who are being lured to take over the evacuate Muslim 
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lands. Rohingya forced labours from the neighbourhood have to till 
their land, transplant paddy, harvest the produce and provide bullocks 
and carts for their use. The Rohingyas have to work as slaves for the 
military, some times, for long periods up to six months continuously. 
They are not only unpaid, but also have to bring their own food and 
cook it in the work site. These unfortunate souls are often treated 
horribly, cursed and abused. Sometime they are mercilessly beaten. 
When one cannot walk at pace with the military, he is often kicked 
down from the cliff of mountain to death. Some are brutally shot or 
mercilessly bayoneted. Womenfolk are not spared from this cruelty. 
They are often subjected to rape and dishonours.” 


The International Labour Organization (ILO) has applied 
toughest sanction ever on Burma, a member state of (ILO), during 87^ 
session of the ILO held on 17 June 1999, at Geneva, for Burma's 
conscription of forced labour. ILO has stop providing any ILO fund to 
Burma and prohibit invitation of any Burmese government's delegation 
to attend ILO conference in future until Burmese government abide by 
it obligations. 


Lt. Gen. Khin Nyunt, Secretary (1) of the Burmese ruling junta 
known as State Peace and Development Council (SPDC) in a statement 
in Rangoon claimed the regime does not extract forced labour, rather 
the payment of voluntary labour by Burmese people is an old tradition 
conforming to Burmese Buddhist culture. “Yes, Khin Nyunt's statement 
is partially true in the sense that the tradition of extracting forced labour 
or forcing hundreds of thousands of people to work as slaves in the 
name of voluntary labour was prevalent during the days of Burmese 
Kings, "writes Dr. Yunus. 


In the words Mr. Nurul Islam, “Perhaps they may be copying 
the style of some old Burmese Kings who could be so tyrannical and 
cruel in accomplishing projects that would signify their pumps and 
grandeur. One Burmese King was said to have put to sword many rare 
Craftsmen for finding a gap of a hair's breadth between two bricks of 
a pagoda. Others would drag thousands of souls to work as slaves in 
building big pagodas. On the one hand the authorities have been 
confiscated Rohingyas' lands in such a scale that they have become 
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almost landless. On the other hand the new military build up and the 
new Buddhist settlements increased the burden of forced labour on the 
Muslim Rohingyas. Added to this, cruel taxation on the farmlands 
renders the poor Rohingya farmers more poorer”. 


Medeleine K. Albright, former US Secretary of states, while 
attending ASEAN Foreign Ministers’ conference held in Manila in the 
last week of July, 1998, said that, “Frankly it is usually kind of a normal 
practices for countries to allow their citizen to travel freely within them 
and to be able to meet with whoever they want, I think this is an 
international norm that many countries obviously support..." 


“With restriction on the movement, restriction on employment, 
total lack of security of the life, property, honour and dignity and fording 
to work like slaves and facing increasing difficulties to eke-out a meager 
existence, there is no reason why one should still think to adhere to the 
country he loves most. Hundreds of Rohingyas are thus leaving daily 
unnoticed while the authorities have let the gate of exist open. The 
military rulers could foresee, if this phenomenon continues for more 
years, they could achieve their target of turning north Arakan into a 
Buddhist majority area”, said Mr. Nurul Islam. 
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Chapter 12 


ARAKAN : A Silent Killing Field 


Amnesty International report, which emphasizes on the cover 
“The climate of fear continues, members of ethnic minorities and political 
prisoners still targeted", reported that Mahamed Ilyas, a Muslim in his 
early 60s from Maungdaw Township, Arakan State, was reportedly 
beaten by Military Intelligence Services (MIS) personnel on 19 June 
1992 and died on 23 June. The local secretary of the NLD, he was 
arrested with Fazzle Ahmed (Member of Parliament) on 13 June for 
alleged involvement in a bomb explosion near Maungdaw town. He 
was reportedly held in incommunicado detention and severely beaten 
and on 19 June he was taken to hospital, where he later died. After 
Amnesty International urged SLORC to investigate this case, they 
claimed that he died of acute gastro intestinal disease while undergoing 
medical treatment. However, unofficial sourse have stated that 
Mohamed Ilyas was in good health at the time of his arrest. Amnesty 
International remains concerned about the circumstances of his death, 
particularly in light of the gross violation of human rights committed by 
the SLORC against Muslims in the Arakan State. 


In the fateful morning of June 23, 1993, 5 Rohingyas were 
lined up on the bank of Migalagyi creek outside the village of Dargadale 
(Kyauk-layga) and shot at one by one by Na-Sa-Ka forces (Frontier 
Security Force), the functionaries of the present SOLRC military 
government, belonging to Frangfru (Pinpru) Na-Sa-Ka camp, 6 miles 
north of Maungdaw township in Arakan state of Burma. 


The victims were, 


Fayas Ahmed (32), son of Abdul Gaffer 
Mohammed (32), son of Abul Hussain 
Abdul Rahim (22), son of Gulam Sharif 
Nagu (26), son of Abdul Kader 
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9. Kala Matiya (20), son of Sayed Karim belonged to Franfru 
village and the above four belonged to Dargadale village. 


At the death of silent night of 27^ June 1993 at about 3:00 a.m. 
Na-Sa-Ka forces of the same camp killed the remaining five persons 
who were earlier detained along with those killed on 23 June 1993. 


They were: 


l. Zahir Ahmed (26), son of Abdul Hakim, Dargadil, 
Maungdaw. 

2. Abdul Hashim (27), son of Mohd Hussein, Frangfru, 
Maungdaw. 

3. Showkat (25), son of. Nesu Kaje, Frangfru, Maungdaw. 

4. Nur Ali (35), son of Mohammed Ismail, Dargadale, 
Maungdaw. 

5. Nuru (30), son of Nagu, Dargadale, Maungdaw. 


The crops were taken to the nearby Mingalagyi Bazar and told 
the frightened people that anyone found doing anything against the 
military government should meet the same penalty. The victims along 
wit 10 others including 3 women had been arrested earlier on fabricated 
allegations. Neither any court proceedings or heari ng against the victims 
were done nor they were given the rights of defence and appeal. They 
were subjected to severe torture before being killed. The 3 women 
were subjected to rape. 


l SLORC/SPDC is one of the cruellest and most abusive regimes 
in the world, which had killed thousands of people across the nation 
while detaining many, more in torturing cells since 1988. The Rohingyas 
in Arakan have been the victims of profound perpetual intolerable group 
persecution and driven out of their homeland, are worst affected group 
in Burma. Rohingyas are now a people in danger. 


This killing is crime against humanity and is a clear violation of 
Article 9-3 of the International Convenient on Civil and Political Rights 
(ICCPR) and the resolution approved by the 40" Session of the UN 
General Assembly. This is also against the recommendation set in the 
principles on the Effective Prevention and investigation of Extra-legal, 
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Arbitrary or Summary Execution. In Burma today, the officials are not 
accountable to their acts against the Rohingyas. The Na-Sa-Ka is 
empowered to do whatever they like to erase the Rohingyas from the 
soil of Arakan. 


Despite the facts that Burma had ratified the Convention on 
the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide in 1956, 
acceded to the Convention on the Rights of the Child in 1991 and to the 
four Geneva Conventions of 12^ August 1949, which set minimum 
human standards of conduct in all situation of the armed conflict. The 
junta has no respect for international norms. 


In July 1991, about 500 Rohingya businessmen were arrested 
under the so-called, “Phi-tha-ya Operation". Their all belongings were 
confiscated. They were tortured with all the methods of torture, 
including helicopter and motorbike ridings. Some of them including a 
newly married Rohingya youth of Seikipara, Akyab was dead. 


They were sentenced to 3 to 4 years’ imprisonment with hard 
labour without proper trial and rights of defence and appeal. They were 
taken to the frontline of the military operation to engage in pottering, or 
to use them as human shield and cleansing mines or road construction 
projects. 


In early February 1992, the LonHtin forces at Purma, while 
crossing the Naf River to Bangladesh had killed 20 refugees. To curtail 
it the SLORC officials arrested six refugees alleging that they had 
attempted to loot arms from the Lon Htin. Actually, the Lon Htin had 
looted the refugee s belongings. Eight persons from Godora village of 
Maungdaw North were sentenced to death though they were innocent. 
Some Rakhine Maghs in revenge committed the murder to their old 
dispute with some Chakmas. 


From May 1994, North Arakan had become a new killing field. 
At SLORC death camps of Maungdaw and Buthidaund Townships, 
Rohingyas were tortured, shot or slaughtered, more chilling is that the 
people were to dig their own grave before being killed or buried alive. 
Alleging as RSO sympathizers, Rohingyas were taken late at night 
from their homes and were tortured to death or buried alive. 
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Under the pretext of looking for insurgents random killing in 
the villages is a regular routine action of the SLORC brute forces. 
About 60,000 troops have been deployed in North Arakan who used 
hundreds and thousands of Rohingyas as human shields. Thousands of 
porters were carried to unknown place in the jungles most of whom 
have never come back. 


Under false and imaginary charges thousands of Rohingyas 
had been gunned down and slaughtered. They were forced, at gunpoint, 
to kill each other by slaughtering or by striking with spades on the 
heads. There are instances that the brother had to kill his own brother, 
and both the father and son were killed together before the very eyes 
of the family members. At least 300 Rohingyas were buried in the 
mass graves in the townships of Maungdaw and Buthidaung. 


A few of them were given bellow. 


1. Kaloo (a) U Win Myint, the Vice-President of Maungdaw 
Township NLD (National League for Democracy). 

2. UBa Tun (a) Noor Mohammed, a geologist S/O Ali 

Husssein, a retired Police Officer, Fayazi Para, 

Maungdaw. 

Rashid S/O Khalil, Seikdeerpara, Maungdaw. 

Norul Haque, Seikderpare, Maungdaw. 

Noor Hussein S/O abdul Amin, Seikderpara, Maungdaw. 

Mohd Rafique S/O Mlv Mohd Amin, Seikderpara, 

Maungdaw. 

7. Shukkur S/O Kasim, Karipara, Maungdaw, a Head Clerk 
of SLORC. 

8. Mohd Elias S/O Haje Ahmedul Rahman , Fayazipara, 
Maungdaw. 

9. Mohammed Ullah S/O Kaseem Ali, Fayzipara, Maungdaw. 

10. Fazal Ahmed, Fayazipara, Maungdaw. 

ll. Yasin S/O Fayas Ahmed, Fayazipara, Maungdaw. 

12. Hafez Hakim S/O Shafu Mistri, Zantula, Maungdaw. 

13. Habibur Rahman S/O Molovi Siddique, Gadusara, 
Maungdaw. 


Dv 99 


ARAKAN : A Silent Killing Field 91 


14. Nayeem (a) Shwe Htoon S/O U Chit Maung (NLD 
President of Buthidaung Township). 

15. Amir Hakim S/O Ahmed Meah, Taungbazar, Buthidaung. 

16. Jamal Hussein S/O Nazir Hussein, Shweza, Maungdaw. 

17. Moulana Deen Mohammed, Sbrang, Buthidaung. 

18. Mohammed Ayub and his son, Sabaran, Buthidaung. 

19. Mohacced Anowar S/O Abu Bakker, Sabrang, Buthidaung. 

20. Moulana Mohamed Ali S/O Hajee Ashraf Ali, Indian 
Madarasa's Principal. 

21. Moulana Habibur Rahman, Mayraulla Para, Maungdaw. 

22. Hafez Mohammed Rafique S/O Mohammed Islam, Village, 
Maungdaw. 

23. Mohd Jamil S/O Abdul Razaak, Nganchaung Village, 
Maungdaw. 

24. Mohammed Yahaya S/O Master Shfi Ullah, Nganchaung 
Village, Maungdaw. 

25. Hafez Mohammed Ullah S/O Master Mustafiz, 
Nganchaung Village, Maungdaw. 

26. Saleh Ahmed S/O Bukunia, Fawkhali Village, Maungdaw. 

27. Sha Alam S/O Sharit Myothugyi, Maungdaw. 

28. Kaseem S/O Sultan, Myothugyi, Maungdaw. 

29. Sayed Alam S/O Sur Mohammed, Myothugyi, Maungdaw. 

30. Bashir Ahmed S/O Kalil, Myothougyi, Maungdaw. 

31. Noor Mohd S/O Mohd Hussein, Myothugyi, Maungdaw. 

32. Abdullah S/O Abdul Salam, Myothugyi, Maungdaw. 


In the first week of May, 1996, a group of wood cutters while 
cutting a big tree at Chawdhury valley in.the west of Taimaung Hali 
village spotted a pile of skeletons in what is believed to be a mass 
grave and informed the local Chairman of the matter. They estimated 
that not less than three hundred human remains were in the grave. On 
learning the information army personnel removed the skulls and bones 
to unknown place. 


Earlier on 24 March 1994, the Na-Sa-Ka brute forces stationed 
at Roingadaung, Maungdaw, arrested some fishermen from the Naf 
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River, and took them to their camp. After torturing five days all were 


killed by shooting. 
They were: 


1. Rostom Ali (35) S/O Feran Ali, Shuja Para, Maungdaw. 

2. Mohammed Shah (27) S/O Feta Ali, Shuja Para, 

Maungdaw. 

Zafar Ahmed (22) S/O Kala Meah, Shuja Para, Maungdaw. 

Abu Jamal (35) S/O Fera Ali, Suja Para, Maungdaw. 

Rahim Ullah (35) S/O Abul Kasim, Hatsurrata, Maungdaw. 

Rashid Ahmed (22) S/O Syeed Akvar, Hatsurata, 

Maungdaw. 

7. Abu Tahir (37) S/O Mohamd Hussein, Hatsurrata, 
Maungdaw. 

8. Mohammed Rafique (17) S/O Mohammed Aboo, Akyab. 


OQ» tA RUD 


Travel restriction on Muslims of Arakan, which was imposed 
since military rule, has been further tighten. It is easier to travel from 
their villages to Bangladesh then to travel within Arakan State. One 
needs from Kyats 3,000 to 5,000 to get the pass to go to Akyab where 
he can stay for two weeks. A Rakhine needs only Kyats 200 to reach 
Akyab from Maungdaw. Beside, taking permission after posing a lengthy 
process, intimidation and money extortion along the way is carried out 
with added momentum. Due to movement restriction many patients 
had died, as they were unable to visit doctors in Akyab or Rangoon. U 
Ba Than (a) Abu Taher, a veterinary assistance of the health 
department, had to die at Akyab for refusing him to proceeding Rangoon 
on the ground of he being a Rohingya. 


The former leaders of the Soviet Union, Germany and the united 
State, Mikhail Gorbachev, Helmut Kohl and George Bush marked the 
tenth anniversary of the fall of the Berlin Wall in Berlin on November 
9. 1999. The three were leaders of their respective countries in 1989 
when the Berlin Wall fell. Though the Berlin Wall had fell ten years 
ago. A New Berlin Wall is erected for the Rohingyas of Arakan. 
Rohingyas are not allowed to travel to Rangoon. 
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Since the travel to Rangoon has become a far dream for 
Rohingyas, and the way is totaliy shut down after the entry of Burma 
in to ASEAN fold, there are occasional attempts of traveling from 
Akyab to Rangoon by fishing boat. When the authorities find a Rohingya 
in high sea he will be killed. The son-in -law of Molovi Ziaul Haque, 
the Imam of Akyab Mosques, was one of the victims who was killed in 
the high sea by the Burmese Navel Forces. Moulavi Ziaul Haque was 
also arrested, tortures and jailed for 3 years. 


In November 1997, 17 Rohingya youths from north Arakan 
were carried by two Rakhine agents of Taunpup with their boat. On 
reaching Taungup, the agents went to look for safe passage for their 
passengers; a boatman reported arrival of Rohingyas to the authorities. 
The Rohingyas were arrested and sent them to the jail on 23" Nov 
1997. On 29" 1997 the army took them and since remains untraceable. 
It is suspected that they were killed by the Burmese army and thrown 
them in deep jungle. The unfortunate youths were as follows. 


1. Mohammed saleh S/O Mohammed Salim, Ward No. 2, 
Buthidaung, 


2. Deen Mohammed S/O Mohammed Hussein, Buthidaung. 
3. Abu Talef S/O Fauzu Rahman, Buthidaung. 

4. Nabi Hussein S/O Abdur Rahman, Buthidaung. 

5. Sultan Ahmed S/O Hafez Ahmed, Ward No. 3, Buthidaung. 
6. Mohammed Ali (a) Nagu S/O Kasim, Buthidaung. 

7. Kamal Hussein S/O Obaidul Haque, Buthidaung. 

8. Mohammed (a) Baser, Maungdaw. 

9. Maung Hla Myint (a) Ismail S/O kadir Hussein, Maungdaw. 
10. Zakir Ahmed S/O Shuna Ali, Maungdaw. 

11. Mauktullah S/O Altas, Maundaw. 

12. Noor Alam S/O Amir Hussein, Maundaw. 

13. Abdu Salsm S/O Nurur Islam. 

14. Abdul Ahwal S/O Abdur Rahim, Kyauktaw. 

15. Yunus S/O Maung Tha Pru, Kyauktaw. 

16. Ismail S/O Mokgul Ahmed, Akyab. 

17. Mohammed Tayub S/O Ahmed, Akyab. 
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On 16" March 1999, Burma’s Infantry Regiment No.234 
stationed at Pomali Village of Buthidaung Township conscripted a group 
of Rohingyas for cutting canes on the upper reaches of the Saingdaung 
Waterfall. While cutting the canes one Abul Kalam (35) S/O Kalu got 
imbalance. At this, one soldier became furious and stabbed Abul Kalam. 


It may be mentioned here that the Burmese forces have the 
practices of kicking down from the hilltop and lashing the Rohingya 
labourers who failed to carry the load or finishing the assigned work in 
time. Those fell sick due to exhaustion or exposure to rough weather in 
jungle did not get medicine. As a result many died. 


One primary teacher by the name of Khaleque was arrested at 
Taungyi in August 1996, was brought to Akyab and was killed by the 
MIS. When Sayedul Amin of Purma village was not found at home, 
his son and brother-in-law Khairul S/O Sayed Abbas were taken by 
the Na-Sa-Ka Major and were stabbed to death. Their bodies were 
found in the Naf River. 


On 3" May 1996. one Lalu was taken from Ward No.5, 
Maungdaw. Similarly Badiur Rahman (45), Gudam Para, Buthidaung, 
was taken away from his house on 29" April 1996 by MIS of Buthidaung. 
They never come back. 


On June 23", 1996, a Rohingya of Sambania village of 
Maungdaw South was shot dead at the Maungdaw creek by the Na- 
Sa-Ka of Shuja Para. The Na-Sa-Ka of Shuja Para has been reported 
as notorious and uses to extort money from Muslims and beat them if 
they could not please the Na-Sa-Ka. 


The No. 6 Area Commander, Maj Naigne Oo, the notorious 
chairman of Pyi-tha-ya operation, arrested one Kala Meah of Dail 
Para of Shuja village tract of Maungdaw on 10th August 1996, on 
fabricated allegation. A ransom of Ks.200, 000 was demanded. Later 
his relatives went with Ks.80, 000 for to get release of Kala Meah. But 
the death body of Kala Meah was returned on 17^ August 1996, which 
bore marks of grievous injuries. 


On 10 August 1996, one young Rohingya girl, Shuna Banu (17) 
was on her way to Merollah village from Sitafurikka along the Long 
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Beach of the Bay of Bengal with her brother, a young boy of 15 years 
age. On the way they were intercepted by 5 or 6 Na-Sa-Ka and 
detained them. Then started indecent behavior with the young girl. 
When protested by her brother, the Na-Sa-Ka killed him on the spot. 
They raped Shuna Banu one after another. After fulfilling their lust, the 
Na-Sa-Ka strangled Shuna Banu to death. 


Some Na-Sa-Ka posted at Baddail, Fadoungsa out-post opened 
fire at the fishing boat in the Naf river on 8 February, eve of Eid day, 
1997, killing one Shah Alam (28) son of Nazir Hussein of Shuja Para, 
Maungdaw township, Arakan State. The Na-Sa-Ka forces seized the 
boat and detained the fishermen along with the dead body. On 10 
February 1997, the dead body of Shah Alam was handed over to his 
relatives with a warning that any undesirable moves in this connection 
would receive severe punishment. The rest fishermen were detained 
for two more days and warned that the incident should not be disclosed 
to any one. 


Again, one religious leader namely, Moulana Abul Hussein (78) 
of Zoomkhara (Thabyitaw) village was arrested by MIS in the first 
week of February 1997 for unknown reason. He was tortured severely, 
as a result of which he succumbed to his injuries on 10 February 1997. 
Muolana Abul Hussein was the Principal of Zoomkhara Islamia 
Madarasa. 


Military intelligence unit No. 18 detained one Amir Hussein S/ 
O Gulal Kabir (18), hailing from West Ward of Buthidaung proper on 
12 February 1997 and sent to the Na-Sa-Ka Headquarter at Kawarbil 
under Maungdaw Township. The Na-Sa-Ka forces mauled him to near 
by jungle and killed him. Amir Hussein was repatriated from Bangladesh 
to Burma on January 12, 1997. He was a refugee in Moosoni refugee 
camp. 


Even a person namely Dolya, a resident of ward No. 2, 
Kharipara, Maungdaw a frailed person went to Akyab for medical 
treatment, could not be spared from the clutches of Na-Sa-Ka. While 
returning from Akyab on 31* November 1997, Dolya was stopped at 
Buthidaung jetty for alleged over stay. And was so seriously beaten 
that he died on the spot. 
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In another incident seven convicts escaped from Buthidaung 
jail on 27 November 1997. One was shot dead. Another three of them 
reported to be under serious condition. 


Na-Sa-Ka Landmines: While the Ottawa Declaration adopted 
on October 5, 1996, wrapping up a 3 day International Conference for 
global ban on landmines, there had been a series of landmines explosions 
along Burma-Bangladesh border killing many people including 3 
Bangladesh border security personnel and wild animals. 


To clean up landmines for the safety of the citizens of the two 
countries, flag meetings between the BDR and Na-Sa-Ka were held 
thrice in 1988. So far no step has yet been taken to remove the landmines 
though Na-Sa-Ka had conceded that the landmines were laid by them 
and would be removed soon. The UN Secretary General has urged 
upon the world disarmament negotiators to ban the use of anti personal 
landmines in pursuance of the Ottawa declaration, 1977, where a treaty 
was drafted for total ban in production, transportation and sale of such 
mines in the world for the sake of establishing peace and restoration of 
ethical values. The convention, agreed to by 122 countries in December 
1997, now has the requisite of 40 more countries for ratification to 
become binding international law. 


On 23/24 January 1998, two people were killed and eight others 
injured in two separate Na-Sa-Ka landmine explosions in Burma- 
Bangladesh border area. A landmine exploded near Pillar No. 43 at 
Chakdala border point while a group of seven people were going home. 
One woman was killed on the spot while six others were injured. In 
another blast Mohammed Kala, 65, was killed and Saker Ahmed, injured 
while felling trees in deep forest near the zero point in border area. 


On 30 January 1998, another landmine blast claimed six persons 
killed in deep forest near the zero point. It is reported that 19 Bangladeshi 
woodcutters and three Rohingyas were killed from January 20 to 
February 12, 1998. 


As the people of frontier live on woodcutting and products from 
it, they are having hard days, as death traps are everywhere along the 
131-mile Bangladesh-Burma land border. On 15 April 1999, a landmine 


s- 


ARAKAN : A Silent Killing Field 97 


exploded between Pillar No. 51 and 52 of the border. Ali Ahmed (2) S/ 
O Siddique Ahmed and Baita of Bandarban district in Chittagong Hill- 
tracts sustained grievous injuries. Ali Ahmed was found lying in a pool 
of blood with his leg ripped off from the body. Both the victims were 
brought to a hospital for treatment. 


According to Dr. Chandra Muzaffar, the adoption of the 
landmine treaty is a major victory for peace. Landmines have been the 
scourges of humankind for decades. It is one of those weapons of war, 
which has brought more death, misery and suffering to the civilians 
rather than actual armed combatants of conflict. 


The landmine treaty has become internationally binding more 
quickly than any major treaty in history. Global production is down 
dramatically, global exports have been reduced to trickle, more than 10 
million anti-personal mines have already destroyed and new use appears 
to be on the wane. 


The growing danger of landmines has become an international 
issue today, in view of its devastating impact upon humanity. In 
recognition of its global importance the Norway-based Nobel Peace 
Committee has awarded Peace Prize to Jody Williams, an outspoken 
campaigner of the US-based International Campaign to Ban landmines 
in 1977, jointly along with the US organization itself. Jody Williams 
received $ 500,000 cheque. She was coordinator of the International 
Campaign Ban landmines. Vietnam War Veterans of America 
Foundation-Staffs finances and houses the campaign. The Noble Peace 
Prize Committee has also awarded $ 500,400 to the 1,000 members 
International Campaign to Ban landmines. 


Princess Diana also dedicated in the worldwide campaign for 
banning of anti-personnel mines. She had traveled to Bosnia and African 
countries to self by her the devastation of war, including the 
consequences of indiscriminate use of landmines and also to console 
the suffering victims. She could not get the Peace Prize as Noble 
Committee forbade conferment of the award posthumously. 


Another international personality, Queen Noor, widow of King 
Hussein of Jordan, has come forward to further the global fight against 
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landmines. In October 1999 Queen Noor visited Cambodia as the flag 
bearer for the international campaign against landmines. Ó 


Bangladesh had signed the landmine treaty on 7 May 1997. 
But Burma has made the Burma-Bangladesh border areas a ‘death 
trap’ by lying of landmines ignoring the landmine treaty. Landmines 
continue to be a threat to wild lives and common people of both sides 
of the Burma -Bangladesh border and have killed more than 50 people 
and maimed hundreds. The mines also killed 25 or more elephants. 
Burma army also planted landmines at Burma-India and Thai-Burma 
border and frequent explosion resulting in many people killed and injured 
took place. The irony is that the Na-Sa-Ka of Burmese junta fails to 


clean up landmines in spite of repeated request by the Bangladesh 
border security forces. , 


Chapter 13 


Violence Against the Muslim Minority of Burma 


The following are some excerpts from an anti-Muslim pamphlet 
in Burmese, distributed in Rangoon prior to October 1996. 


Burmese citizen beware 


Probout Malaysia and Indonesia were once Buddhist countries in 
history, but unfortunately the Muslims used (their) methods (to expend 
their religion) so successfully that they have become Muslim countries; 
Buddhism has disappeared from these countries ..... Bear in mind that 
the four social causes of the SLORC must be accomplished..." 


Burma has a long and unfortunate history of violence against 
the Muslim community of Burma. It is common practice of successive 
ruling juntas to create an issue and make the Muslim scapegoat 
whenever it faces strong dissension from the masses, and it did try to 
do the same in October, 1996 and in 1988 by distributing leaflets that 
could lead to communal riots in Burma. With precedents to communal 
violence set in the past, the SLORC have found it expedient on numerous 
occasions to exploit Muslim people to divide the public and distract 
attention from other political and social issues. 


“In January 1992-700 Muslim youths died of suffocation after 
being herded into warehouses. SLORC troops had opened fire inside a 
mosque, killing 200 Muslims at prayer. Muslim women were being gang 
raped and left to bleed to death, while their crying children were thrown 
on the roadside, "Page 72, "Burma the Next Killing Fields?" by Alan 
Clement. 


Two vivid examples of the SLORC’s real attitude towards 
Muslims have come to light in 1997. During an offensive against the 
Karen National Union (KNU) in Karen State in February and March 
1997. Muslims were specially targeted for persecution. Also in 
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December 1996, the SLORC army had driven out the Muslims from 
the village of Nawbu, Kyaikdon, Pharklawine then to become refugees 
with Karen people in Thailand. It may be mentioned that Nawbu is a 
700-year-old Muslim village with 4,000 families with big Jamme-mosque 
of Kyaikdon, which was blasted by six dynamites and leveled to the 
ground, while setting the other places of worship ablaze. 


Following Mahamyatmoni Buddha image crisis the angry 
Buddhist monks started anti-SLORC demonstration in Mandalay (the 
second largest city in Burma) on 15 March 1997, which was 
manipulated by SLORC agents who directed the unruly mob, as it has 
been an usual practice of SLORC administration, against the Muslims. 
Consequently 18 ancient mosques were completely demolished or 
destroyed while several copies of I loly Quran and religious books were 
burnt into ashes. Soon the onslaughts spread to the other areas. On 
March 26, 1997, hundreds of saffron-robed Buddhist militant monks 
broke away and attacked 4 mosques in Pegu, before the very eyes of 
the policemen and armed forces. The Muslim lives become insecure 
across the country and are counting their days in utter dismay. The 
anti-Muslim forces are up and doing to create communal riots in Arakan, 
where a number of mosques and places of worshi ps have been destroyed 
by the SLORC, including the historic Sandi Khan mosque build in 1430 


A.D and the rubbles used to pave roads between new military base 
camps in the area. 


"The SLORC has used religious persecutions a means of 
"Burmanising" local population in rural areas, particularly amongst ethnic 
groups which have significant Muslim and Christian populations. 


In cities they have been accused of inciting communal violence 
in order to deflect public attention from other political and economic 
problem. Much of this persecution has historically targeted Muslims. It 
is estimated that in 1997 alone, over 40 mosques have been destroyed 
with incidences of looting, by SLORC troops or soldiers looked on. 


"Repot Card: SLORC's Progress as a Member of ASEAN", November 
1997, Page 9. 
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Incidents involving monks and Muslims took place in Mon T 
Moulmein, Kyauk Pyu, Magwe Division, and Rangoon lu. 
and 28 March. In the English language newspaper of Thailan ; = 
Nation,’ a picture was published of monks attacking a rc ~i : 
Burmese security troops looked on, doing nothing to stop the destruction. 


In Burma today there are estimated seven millions Muslims, 
most damage was done in anti-Muslim riots in central Burma and during 
the vicious offensives in Karen state earlier in 1997, SLORC continues 
to target Muslims with violence. 


ABSDF also reported on sept. 15 (1997) that "monks t 
monasteries all over Burma have been receiving Ed ium 
exhorting monks to defend Buddhism against Muslim Bes ae 
Letters suggest that the role of monks is to organize and leac ds a s 
citizens in attacks against Muslims. "Report Card: SLORC’s Progress 
as a Member of ASEAN”, November 1997, Page. 10. 


Both in 1978 and in 1991, the Burmese army launched 
campaigns aimed at forcing the Muslim population out of Burma. Tae 
SLORC has often tried to stir up religious and racial tensions in Burma 


in order to divide the population and divert attention from other political 


economic concerns. In 1988, the SLORC provoked stie qa 
in Taungyi, Prome and many other places during the d d 
movement. In May 1996. Anti-Muslim literature widely sieva i 
have been written by the SLORC was distributed in four towns 1 


Shan State, leading to communal violence. 
Muslim oreanizations from Burma have rise the d = 
` 3 B B RC . F w 
why the SLORC did not take action during the riots; an y 


predominantly Muslim counties in ASEAN continue to sot 
SLORC, even allowing the SLORC to join ASEAN, given the SL ‘ 


persecution of Muslims in Burma. 
Cities where the violence was carryout in 1997 


Mandalay: 


Events in Mandalay sparked the nation-wide unrest ar 
occurred in March 1997. It originated from a Muslim youth who trie 





102 The Muslims of Southeast Asia 


to take the hand of a Buddhist against her will. The case had been 
settled to the satisfaction of all the parties concerned. The matter was 
fuelled to deflect between the SLORC and Mandalay Sangha (monks). 
Monks in Mandalay and been organizing to protest over a period of 
months, following increasing pressure on the Sangha. 


The background in Mandalay was that monks accused the 
SLORC of trying to find sacred rubies which was believed to have the 
bearer the power to defeat any enemy. The rubies were said to be 
hidden in one of six monasteries, possibly inside the Maha Myatmuni 
Buddha statue itself. All of these monasteries were broken into by the 
SLORC. Demonstrations commenced reportedly the evening of 15 
and 16 March. : 


In the evening of 16 March, persons said to be Military 
Intelligence dressed as monks led the nob to a nearby mosque. Some 
monks joined the Military Intelligence in the attack. Some fake monks 
were seen wearing army shirts under their robes. 


On March 16, 1997 beginning at about 3:30 PM a mob of about 
1000-1500 Buddhist monks and others shouted anti-Muslim slogans 
without any kind of provocation on the part of the Muslims. They at 
first targeted the mosques for attack, followed by ransacking Muslim 
shops, houses and transportation vehicles near mosques damaging, 
destroying, looting and trampling, burning the religious books, in Kaingdan 
area of Mandalay. 


The manner and method of the violence was clearly preplanned 
with the knowledge of the authorities. In spite of request of the victims 
of violence, the law enforcing agencies looked on with folded arms and 
allowed the rampage to continue for six hours. by which time four 
mosques and 90-100 houses and shops of Muslims had been destroyed 
and looted. 


On 17 and 18 March, because of the SLORC’s role of 
onlookers, the acts of destruction’s and looting continued. By the 18 
March, 14 mosques and about 400 Muslim houses and shops have 
been looted and destroyed. 
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The government has the responsibility to protect the lives and 
properties of all citizens. Law enforcing agencies can not play the role 
of onlookers while crimes are committed. When the students of the 
Rangoon Institute of Technology started an agitation of protest within 
two hours the authorities controlled the situation with tanks armoured 
cars with full military mobilization. But they remained quite silent where 
the religious edifices of a minority community are destroyed for three 
longest days. 


Prome: 


In 1988, anti-Muslim riots also broke out in Prome, allegedly 
instigated by the government. During the night of 24 March 1997, three 
mosques in the town of Prome were attacked by hundreds of monks. 
During the attacks on the Surati mosque, the Kharkahr mosque, and 
nearly 10,000 soldiers stood near the mosques and did nothing to prevent 
it. Sources in Prome also said that some of those involved in the attacks 
were put in jail. But all were released the next day or two days after 
the arrest. Muslims in Prome believed that the government is behind 
the riots. Many Muslim families left the area to stay with relatives in 
Rangoon as they did during 1988 anti-Muslim riots. 


Rangoon: 


In October 1996, anti-Muslim leaflets were distributed in 
Rangoon, urging Buddhists to boycott Muslims stores and not to marry 
Muslims. The leaflets accused Muslims of wanting to expand their 
territory like other Southeast Asian countries, where Buddhism once 
flourished but has been forsaken for Islam. Similar leaflets were 
repeatedly distributed in 1996 in Mandalay and Kalaw. 


At 4 p.m on 22" March 1997, about 40 monks came out of the 
SLORC army control, Kaba Aye pagoda. At around 8. p.m army officers 
and soldiers came to the Kanbe Mosque in Yankin Township and told 
the Muslims that they would provide security. Thus, Muslims locked 
the Mosque and returned to their homes. During the night, the Buddhist 
monks attacked the mosque. The troops arrived at the mosque just 
after the attack was finished. Lt. Gen. Myo Nyunt, Minister for Religious 
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Affairs, held a meeting with the leaders of six Muslim organizations 
and accused the NLD of behind the attacks and said that the aim of 
NLD destructionists was to prevent the ASEAN countries from granting 
Burma membership. 


By March 24, 1997 in Rangoon, mosques in the following areas 
had already been attacked: 


I. Kanbe; 2. no. 7 quarter in South Okkalapa Township; 3. 
Warton Street; 4. Ahlone; 5. Mayangone; 6. Pazundaung: 7. At 48" 
Street. ! 


Neither monks could identify themselves as belonging to specific 
monasteries nor had civilians participated in these attacks. Almost all 
of the attacks occurred only after 10:00 at night. A senior monk at 
Myenigone monastery in Rangoon told the people that no monks from 
any monastery were participated in these attacks, and that he was 
ashamed of it. 


On the 24" and 25", the mosque near the Pazundaung Post 
office was also attacked for the second time. The Muslim religious 
school at 48 Street and the religious school at Thakeda Township were 
attacked. Three food shops of Muslims were destroyed. On 26 March 
1997 in Thuwana Township, anti Muslim pamphlets urging people to 
destroy Muslim homes and abuse Muslim women were distributed. 


The conclusion of the Muslim people was that these *monks" 
are not ordinary monks, but well trained persons wearing robes. The 
monks arrested by SLORC were the real monks. 


Other Places: 


Mosques in other places including Moulmein, Arakan State, 
Taungdwingyi, Pakkoku and in Pegu division are also reported to have 
been attacked by the Buddhists. 


Duplaya District, Karen State: 


The Muslim population in Karen State numbers in the thousands, 
with Muslims engaging in a range of profession from farming to shop 
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keeping. Many Muslims refer to themselves as Black Karen and 
consider Karen State as their homeland. 


Though the relations, between Muslims and Buddhists and 
Christians have been generally good, the SLORC began to stir up anti- 
Muslim feelings. In August 1996, a letter came from Dammaya town 
to some people in Kyaikdon, Karen State inciting anti-Muslim violence: 
It was written in good Burmese and was unsigned. The villagers 
believed that SLORC officials had written it and that the Democratic 
Kayin Buddhist Army (DKBA ), had been distributing copies. 


In February 1997’s SLORC offensive against the Karen 
National Union (KNU), the SLORC attacked the Muslim community 
directly. SLORC forces razed mosques and destroyed copies of Koran 
and drove Muslims out of Karen State. Warning to convert into 
Buddhism was given to the Muslims. 


"Villages where Mosques were destroyed by SLORC" 

Kyaikdon-Mosque and Islamic School destroyed, Muslim 
expelled unless they become Buddhists’ 

Gaw Bay- Mosque destroyed. 

Naw Bu- Mosque destroyed, Muslim villagers were expelled. 

Day Nga Yin- Mosque destroyed. 

Kaninbu- Mosque destroyed. 


Pa Glaw Ni- All valuables inside the Mosque looted and placed 
in the Buddhist ‘Temples. The wooden mosque was then dismantled 
and the SLORC forces sold the wood. 


The SLORC forces killed many Muslims. In Kyo Ta villages, 
SLORC soldiers blindfolded two Muslim villagers and chopped their 
necks. In Ti Dah Blu villages, 2 Muslim villagers were also killed. The 
SLORC army ordered Muslims to eat pork and convert to Buddhism. 
In the Karen State, the Muslims have been told that they cannot become 
citizens of Burma unless thy profess Buddhism. They have been ordered 
to leave Karen State and to return to India, although they have no 
relation in that country. 
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The SLORC has also refused to acknowledge the Burmese 
citizenship of Muslim refugees, with reports claiming that Burmese 
Muslim refugees in Thailand would not be received back by Burma 
unless they converted to Buddhism. (ALTSEAN NOV. 97 issue). 


On 1“ February 1998, the Muslim Mosque at Aziz Garden, 
Kokhine, Rangoon was seized by the SLORC together with the “Home 
for Muslim old aged” to use as offices. 


The Tragedy of Akyab (Sittwe) 


In 1967 bulk of the rice produced in Arakan was carried away 
to Rangoon causing rice shortage in Arakan and many people had died 
of starvation. Continuous hunger provoked anger among the people of 
Akyab and a riot erupted which was crushed down by deploying army 
at the scene who gunned down many on the spot. Persons seriously 
injured but still alive were said to have been dumped in mass graves in 
unknown places of Akyab. 


On November 17, 1994 there was communal violence in Akyab, 
in which Rakhine students attacked the houses and shops of Muslims. 
The attacks continued for three days, and mosques were attacked. 
The authorities responded only belatedly when the Rakhine surrounded 


the office of the vice consul of Bangladesh and threw stones. As the 


local authorities did not responded to the complaint, the Vice-Counsel 
had to inform the Ambassador of Bangladesh in Rangoon, who comp- 
lained to SLORC. The SLORC sent back the Arakan State Commander 
who was attending the meeting of SLORC in Rangoon to stop the riot 
against Muslims and Bangladesh’s office. At least two Muslims were 
killed, one of them a pregnant woman and several others were wounded. 

The anti-Muslim riot which erupted in Sittwe (Akyab) on 3" 
and 4" of February 2001, in which many Muslims died and Muslim 
establishments were razed to the ground was not unintentionally done 
but was a pre-planned and premeditated attempt by Rakhine fanatics 
backed by the army and their sided monks. 


Akyab is the capital city of Arakan State and is also the business 
hub and the only center of telecommunication with the out side world 
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which can facilitate financial transactions. Rohingya Muslims from all 
over Arakan including Maungdaw and Buthidaung Townships always 
flock in Akyab to contact their kin residing abroad seeking financial 
helps, which become a lifeline for the entire Muslims of Arakan. By 
the way many residential boarding have sprung up in Akyab where 
hundreds of Muslims stay to contact abroad and get money. It has 
become so crucial that without foreign remittances Muslims cannot 
survive and their economy will not withstand. Specially, Muslims were 
desperately in need of money to be used for the ensuing sacrificial Idd 
(Iddul Adha), which commenced in the first week of March. The anti- 
Muslims riot was timed with Muslims presence in Akyab where all the 
boarding owned by Muslim residents of Akyab was in full capacity 
thriving with money seekers. 


The anti Muslim elements were not happy with situation since 
long and wanted to sabotage it and had been looking for an opportune 
time. Since millions of kyats (Burmese currency) were pouring in as 
foreign currency, it immensely helps Burmese economy but the 
authorities as well as Rakhine community is not tolerate it as they are 
bent on crushing Muslim economy. This was clearly noticed that 
Muslims residential boarding were mainly targeted and attacked and 
the unprepared Muslim travelers both men and women were caught in 
surprise thus fallen as the victims of arson and loot. Afterward the 
attack was diverted to other Muslim residential quarters where hundreds 
of houses were brunt down. Muslim residents attack. They only tried 


to get help from the authorities. Police forces came to the scene and 
instead of protection they took part along side the Rakhine and they 
were at forefront to attack Muslims. Police holding their guns in one 


hand and holding swords (long daws) in other hand attacked Muslim 
mercilessly. Then Muslims tried to contact army for protection. But it 
took almost ten hours for the military to show up from the nearby army 
barracks. The arrival was so late that the Rakhine got ample time to 
systematically torched Muslim owned boarding and attacking the 
residents. They later diverted their attack to local Muslim houses in 
predominantly Nazie Para, Molvi Para, Gawdu-bangha, Hawshai Para, 
Hutdi-haula, and Amla Para etc. 
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The junta has been pursuing a policy of divide and rule in Arakan 
and is afraid of Rohingya and Rakhine unity. Creating such religious 
riots help them to rule Arakan. The riot in Akyab will lead the Muslims 
to feel that Akyab is unsafe to stay and Muslim presence there will 
drastically fall and Muslim economy will be ruined. Muslim students in 
Akyab College were also attacked. 


Muslims from Maungdaw and Buthidaung are totally barred to 
travel to Akyab since the anti-Muslim riot of Akyab. 


“Brutal Na-Sa-Ka of Burma" 


In Doden village of Maungdaw, Arakan, Burma, Na-Sa-Ka No. 
5 administrator killed, the most revered Muslim Clargy M. Sayed 
Ahmed, S/O Sayedul Islam age 35 years old. He was arrested on 15" 
April along with Molvi Abdullah S/O Khalillur Rahman of Mizanpur 
Madarasa, English/ Burmese teacher Obeidullah S/O Abdu Salam, 
former village head Mohammed Amin S/O Sultan Ahmed, by Na-Sa- 
Ka No 5 Area. 


On the fateful night of 21 April, Molvi Sayed Ahmed was tortured 
to death. When villagers went to the Na-Sa-Ka Camp to get the crop 
for burial, they were threatened to be shot. Meanwhile message came 
in from the Na-Sa-Ka H. Q. that the dead body be handed over to 
public to avoid any blood shed. The villagers received the crops carried 
full of injury marks, tongue was cut down by the Na-Sa-Ka, body was 
with full of rail driven scar marks, Neck with full of strangling marks, 
sex organ and testicles slit and torn apart. His body was fully engulfed 
in blood. Other there persons were brought to Na-Sa-Ka Headquarters 
and Kept there for one day and now they were sent back to their homes 
with full of torturing injuries. It will take long to them to recover. 





Chapter 14 


Islam in Myanmar 


(Based on SLORC’s Publication, ‘Thasana Yongwa 
Htoonzepho' Pages from 65 to 73) 


The early advent of Islam: 


Muslim arrived and settled in Burma in groups of many or two 
or individual since last 1000 to 1200 years. According to history, Islam 
came borne on the seas by Sufis and merchants. Historical documents 
for the advent of Islam in Burma are as follows: 


Arabs traders arrived at Myeik (Mergui) in 14" century through 
Sumatra, Java and Malay Peninsula. (Khin Maung Gyi's Burmese 
translation of Morris Collis ‘Into Hidden Burma’ P. 211) 


From 700 A. D. to 1500 A.D. the Arabs, Persian and Roman 
traders reached Burmese and Chinese coasts with their ships for trades. 
Many Arabs ships were wrecked near Rambree Island while Arakan 
was ruled by the King Mahataing Sanda (788-810), and the crews and 
traders of those ships were Muslims and they were sent to Arakan 
proper and settled in villages. 


The same accidents of the ship wrecks were also prevailed in 
other ports of Burma, such as Kyauk Pyu, Bassein, Syriam, Muttama, 
Myeik in the earlier period. The stories of the Muslim soldiers, traders 
and sailors can also be found in some religious history of Mon and 
Myanmar. 


These stories were witnessed by the Dargas (Monumental 
Buildings at the graves of Muslim saints) which are dotted at the long 
coast of Burma. (Saya Po Chays, "The biography of early Muslim" 
written in reference to the British-Burma Gazetteers of 1879, Page 
16) 
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In 8" century at the time of Pikthon, the king of Pagan, Arab 
traders used to visit Thaton and Muttama in their journey to and from 
East Indies Islands, Madaska and China, (U Kyi B. A. Hons (Hist) 
The Essential of Burmese History p. 156-157). While Tabinshwehti 
fought Hanthawady in 1535 A.D the Pathi and Panthay Muslims fought 
against him (Glass- Palace Chronicles vol-2, P. 186). The written 
historical documents of the historical compilers also indicate that the 
settlement of Muslims began since last 1200- years. 


Between 8" and 15" century, the Arabs and Persian trading 
ships controlled the whole sea-ways of the Eastern countries. The Arab 
and Persian traders settled in all business centres of Burma. 


In 1660 Shah Shuja took refuge in Arakan at the time of Sanda 
Thudama (1652-1684). Some misunderstandings arose between the 
Magh Raja and the Moghal Prince and as a result the King of Arakan 
massacred Shah Shuja, his family members and many Muslims. Some 
remaining Muslim archers, Kaman, became the king makers of Arakan. 


Sanda Wizawa (1710-1731) succeeded in suppressing the 
Kamans. He deported the Kaman to Rambree and Thinganat or 
Tharagon villages of Akyab. There are also indigenous (Rohingya) 
Arakanese, who profess Islam, around Akyab, Kyauk Pyu and 
Sandoway in addition to the Kaman Muslims. 


The Muslim captives of the Tabinshwehti’s campaign to Pegu 
(A.D. 1539), King of Taungu’s campaign to Pegu (A.D. 1599), 
Tabinshwehti’s camjpaign to Mrohaung (A.D. 1547), Sanay Min’s 
officers campaign to Sandoway (A.D. 1707) Ahnaakfalon Min 
campaign to Syriam in 1613, were sent and settled at Maydu of Shwebo 
dist, Pinya and Kambahi of Saikhine Dist, Lakpan of Kyaukse and Yin 
Daw of Ramethin Dist. 


In the stone inscription, written by Bo Minhla Kyawhtin (1801), 
at the time of king Bodaw, it is stated that ‘the over 3000-Muslims who 
crossed at the time of Ava’s Sanay Min (1698-17140 were sent and 
settled at the following places; 
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(1) Taungu (2) Ramethin (3) Nyunyam (4) Yindaw (5) Meiktila 
(6) Pintalay (7) Tafaswe (8) Bawdi (9) Thazi (10) Maydu (11) Seputtara 
(12) Deperan. 


There are 171 mosques in Rangoon alone and all together 2266 
mosques throughout Burma. The junta use to show the figures of the 
Muslims population very low due to its policy of racism. There motto is 
to swallow all the Muslims and it was written in big signboards in every 
offices of the Immigration and Manpower department, *Nation would 
not disappear when the earth swallows it, but would disappear when 
the people swallow it (that is by majority people)." 


Chapter 15 


Rohingya! The burden of Sisyphus 


There existed the exodus of Muslims of Arakan to Bengal from 
the beginning of the history. It is indeed leg gacy of history for Bengal to 
bear the burdon of refugees from Arakan. In 1404 AC the king of 
Arakan, Narameikhla (1404-1434), was forced to flee by the Burmese 
to Gaur, Capital of the Bengal Sultanate. The sultan of Gaur welcomed 
the refugee. In 1430 he was restored to the throne of Arakan by the 
Sultan of Bengal. 


In 1660 A.C, the Mogul Prince Shah Shuja fled to Arakan. This 
important event brought as new wave of Muslim immigrants to the 
Kingdom of Arakan. Shah Shuja, his family members, his sons and 
every one found wearing Morish beard had been beheaded by the king 
of Arakan for his lust for his daughter and his wish to molest the Prince’s 
riches. 


Those Muslim soldiers who escaped the massacre were later 
admitted into the king’s army as a special archers unit called Kamans. 
In 1665 to 1666 a large Mogul force conquered Sandwip, Chittagong 
and Ramu. During their retreat to Mrohanung, Maghs army units were 
also attacked by the local population. Thus from the Kaladen to the 
= the whole Mayu valley became Muslim majority area since 


After the death of Shah Shuja the Muslim Kaman unit played a 
decisive role as makers and displacer of kings of Arakan. These units 
were being continually reinforced by fresh Afgan mercenaries from 
North India. From 1666 until 1710 the political rule of Arakan was 
completely in their hands. Ten Kings were crowned and dethroned and 
usually murdered by them during that period. In 1710 Sandawizaga 
succeeded in gaining the upper hand over them and most of the Kamans 
were exiled to Rambree. The two last kings of Arakan, Sanda Thadi 
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Tha and Thamada were the descendants of Kamans. There 
descendants live in Ramree, Kyaukpyu, sandoway and in a few villages 
near Akyab and still bear the same name to this very day. Their language 
is Arakanese and their customs are smilar to Arakanese in everything 
except religion, Islam. During the election of 1990 Shwe Ya, a Kaman 
was elected as Member of Parliament from Akyab constituency. 


Since 1710 A.C. things went out of control. There was 
disturbance all over Arakan. As a result of the disturbancesm, two 
sided migration took place. The Buddhist (Magh) going eastwrd and 
the Muslims (Rohingyas) north wards in the land between Sankhu 
(Sangu) river in Chittagong and Seingdaung Range (east of the Mayu 
river) in Akyab, became almost depopulated, in which subsequent Muslim 
refugees came from the eastern side of kaladan river and settled down 
there. They are still known as Rohingyas. Their language is a mixture 
of Bengali, Arabic, Persian and Maghi language. 


In 1785 when Burmese king Bodaw conquered Arakan many 
people crossed to Bengal. Captain Cox settled some of them in place 
which was later known as Cox's Bazar. When the British conquered 
Arakan in 1825, the people who migrated to Bengal 40 years ago started 
to return to their former homes in Arakan. 


In 1942 militant Rakhine equipped with firearms supplied by 
the nationalist Burmans braught a massacre against the innocent and 
unarmed Muslims throughout Arakan and killed 1, 00,000 Muslims 
forced some 80,000 to flee to British held East Bengal. 317 Muslim 


villages were razed. 


Soon after the Independence of Burma in 1948, Burma 
Territorial Forces (BTF) rampaged Muslim villages killing a large number 
of Rohingyas and burning down their houses. The memory of BTF 
massacre and their brutality still shudders the conscience of every living 
Rohingya till today. Thousands of Rohingyas were made homeless and 
nearly 30,000 had fled to the then East Pakistan. 


In 1958 during the Caretaker government of Gen. Ne Win, his 
army had driven out the Rohingya Muslims from 27-villages of Northern 
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Maungdaw. They were acce 
s ted b : 
strongly protested. p ack when Pakistan government had 


In 1978 the Naga Min o i i 
= peration was carried : 
" M out by the N 
— government killing 10,000 people and driving me 000 
€ border to Bangladesh. An agreement without condition to 


restoring indigenous status made it possibl 
A0000 dedin Banghdesbeamps o — 200,000 refugees while 


= Eos SLORC, which came into power by killing 3,000 people in 

rues mocratic uprising reactivated Rohingya extermination b 

p oying thousands of troops in Arakan. As a result again 300 000 
ohingyas had to flee to Bangladesh in 1991. l 


The repatriation began in 2 
d gan in 22 September 1992 following : 
torii between Bangladesh and Burma of 28 April 1992 Onl; en 
ctober 8, 1992 UNHCER and Bangladesh agreed that UNHCR 


in verifying the volu 1 


" See rata unabated infiltrastion of Rohingyas from Arakan 
adesh continued alongside the repetriti miata 
thing look like the burden of Si ig batches Pe desires 
isyphus. Big batches of infli 
also been pushed back when d debatir spans 
etected, as Bangladesh is not a par 
t i gladesh is tyt 
E i —— Relating to the Status of Refugees and 1967 
: ocol. angladesh should fulfil its obligations with regard to the none 
refoulement which is a customary international law. l 


SLORC should respect the basi i 
Sd sic human rights of the Rohi 
Ll agp status must be restored. Freedom of estes 
given to Rohingyas. Until SLORC ce 
forced relocations and confiscati oe E 
JTC cation of land it wi 
difficult to stop the influx of Rohingyas. A 


History repeats itself. So let i 

og : us wait and see when the hist 

See pe (1404-1434) the king of Arakan, repeats again "is 
s restored to the throne of Arakan by the Sultan of Bengal Jalaluddin 


Mohammad Shah in 1430 A.C. Not for jest only! 


Chapter 16 


Yodhoyono 


Newly elected Indonesian President Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono 
said he would consider becoming a globe-trotting advocate for moderate 
Islam, promoting peace in hotspots such as the Middle East. Yudhoyono 
said he wanted Indonesia, the world’s most populous Muslim nation, to 
be a model for moderate Islamic democracy. “I could go to other parts 
of the world, by for example, playing a more active role in the Middle 
East, by having greater communications with Islamic countries 
worldwide,” he told Australia’s Channel Nine. “And of course, if 
everything is going well, then Indonesia can be a good example, a good 
model of Islam that is compatible with democracy,” he said. 


Yudhoyono also rejected Australian overtures for a new security 
treaty between but said he did want to hold security talks with Canberra. 


: The idea of a new Australia-Indonesia pact to replace an agreement 


that was scrapped when Canberra sent troops into East Timor in 1999 
was floated by Australian Foreign Minister Alexander Downer. 
Yudhoyono said he had not received a proposal form the Australian 
government and he did not believe a treaty was appropriate. “What we 
need now is a kind of security dialogue, a forum that could discuss 
different issues on matters on security, “ he told Channel Nine. “I don't 
have any proposal submitted by the Australian government related to 
the so-called security treaty." "But for me, it would be more proper if 
we just go to strengthen our security dialogue, as also happened within 
the ASEAN context." The newly-elected Indonesian president also 
suggested Australia's support for the US-led war in Iraq had raised the 
country's profile as a terrorist target. 


Indonesian new President Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono installed 
his 36 member cabinet at the state palace, reiterating his call for a 
clean and honest government. “You must become honest and clean 
officials... be a role model for the people," Susilo told his new aides 
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after taking their oaths. He said he will not hesitate to fire officials 
convicted of corruption by the court. The United Indonesia Cabin i 
includes five ministers form the administration of Messa 
Soekarnoputri, such as Foreign Minister Hassan Wirajuda and Ener. 
Minister Purnomo Yusgiantoro. The Susilo Cabinet consisted of 
coordination ministers, 19 ministers, 10 state ministers, minister/state 
secretary, Cabinet secretary, chairperson of national Development 
Planning Board and Attorney General. Former-general Susilo Bamgang 
Yudhoyono has been sworn in as Indonesia’s sixth president ioe 
huge challenges to revive an economy ravaged by graft md tackle 
terrorism in the world’s largest Muslim nation. 


Yudhoyono took the oath, cementing his victory in the country’s 
first ever democratic presidential polls, at a heavily guarded riim 
in the capital attended by regional leaders including Australian Prime 
Minister John Howard. “In the name of Allah I swear I will meet m 
obligations as fully and as just as possible," he said as an Islamic official 
held a copy of the Koran holy book over his head. Yudhoyono replaces 
Megawati Sukarnoputeri, the daughter of Indonesia's founding President 
Sukarno whom he beat in a landslide victory in September Daleations 
Security was tight for the ceremony, also attended by the prime ministers 
of East Timor, Malaysia and Singapore and the Sultan of Brunei, with 
police warning of possible attacks by Islamic fundamentalists More 
than 2,000 security personnel were deployed to prevent a baby the 
Al-Qaeda-linked Jemaah Islamiyah group behind the October 2002 
Bali bombings and as attack later on Australia’s Jakarta emihassy. 


Islamic militancy is high on the list of pro i 
Yudhohyono, who takes office amid optimism he E - 
fix the country’s economy and tackle the endemic corruption that has 
carried away vital foreign cash. Hidayat Nur Wahid, chairman of the 
people’s consultative assembly which includes both houses of parliament 
urged Yudhoyono to fulfill his promises of raising Indonesia from the 
problems which continue to blight the country. “You have won the hearts 
and the mandate of a majority of the Indonesian people. This shows 
they put high hopes on both your shoulders to lead them to a better and 
more meaningful life in the next five years,” he said. Yudhoyono unveiled 
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his cabinet after spending days interviewing prospective candidates to 
meet his promises of assembling a body chosen for its professional 
skills rather than political allegiances. 


Fears that he has given in to backers who oppose pro- 
International Monetary Fund appointments lift Indonesian markets down 
ahead of the announcement, after weeks of record stock prices in 
anticipation of better economics times ahead. Indonesian President 
Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono wants the government to increase tax 
revenues, a top tax official said Wednesday. The finance ministry’s 
director general of taxation, Hadi Purnomo, said the president wanted 
the country’s tax ratio to be raised from the current 13.8 percent of the 
country’s total economic output to 19 percent in the next five years. 
“Optimistically, in 2009, it should become 19 percent without raising 
taxes but by widening the tax base,” Puranomo said after Yudhoyouno 
visited his office accompanied by Finance Minister Yusuf Anwar and 
top economics minister Aburizal Bakrie. The president also cautioned 
that efforts to raise the tax ratio should not jeopardize economic growth, 
Purnomo said. Tax policies, Purnomo quoted Yudhoyono as saying, 
should not lead to “too many complaints” form tax payers. He did not 
elaborate. The tax revenue target in the 2005 state budget stands at 
297.51 trillion rupiah (33 billion dollars). 


The new Indonesian government of President Susilo Bambgang 
Yudhoyono has what it takes to woo foreign investors, a World Bank 
economist said on Friday. Yudhoyono, who was installed as Indonedia’s 
first directly elected president on October 20, has made improving the 
investment climate a priority. He has also pledged to get tough on 
rampant corruption, seen as a major disincentive to foreign investment. 
"There's high potential demand for investment. With the combination 
of good intentions and potential demand, investment in Indonesia will 
grow up very rapidly," said Yoichiro Ishilara at the launch of the World 
Development Report 2005. Ishihara said Indonesia could no longer 
rely on consumption to buoy economic growth and should instead seek 
ways to boost private investment to reduce unemployment. He said 
last year's growth rate of 4.5 percent was not enough to improve jobs 
figures which had lifted to 9.5 percent by 2003. Indonesia's growth 
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target for this year is 4.8 percent. Yudhoyono has said he hopes the 
economy will expand between five and seven percent, unemployment 
fall to around six percent, and the number of people living in poverty be 
halved to 19 million under his leadership. International donors cite the 
shaky and corruption prone legal system as a continuing hindrance to 
attracting foreign investment. Foreign donors say Overseas investment 
is crucial for Indonesia to return to six percent annual growth, the rate 
needed to make inroads into poverty and reduce unemployment. 


A former general with a doctorate in economics takes power 
in Indonesia facing the challenge of translating a land slide election 
victory into action on economic growth and against Islamic militancy. 
For Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono, 55, big tests will come early as he 
appoints his cabinet and seeks to work with a parliament riddled with 
members of old elites vowing a rough ride for the country’s first directly 
elected president. Cracks have already emerged in the former chief 
security minister’s own camp, even before he takes the oath of office 
at 10.00 am (2300 EDT) on Wednesday, amid squabbling over posts. 
“Clearly the biggest challenge now is meeting expectations,” said Sidney 
Jones, an Indonesia expert who heads the International Crises Group 
think-tank in Southeast Asia. 


Indonesian president elect Sulilo Bambang Yudhoyono said he 
would pick a non-military defense minister as part of efforts of rein in 
the powerful armed forces through civilian control. 


The new defense minister would be a person who understands 
“the pale of the military in national life, democracy and human rights,” 
“for that position I have chosen to place a civilian who understands 
defense issues so that military reform can proceed well and defense 
policies can be developed in a good manner,” Yudhoyono said. Under 
former dictator Suharto the military was allowed to grow into a potent 
political force, controlling various civilian positions and enjoying reserved 
seats in parliament. 


Since Suharto’s downfall in 1998 the armed forces have been 
under strong pressure to abandon politics and atone for human rights 
abuses. Their right to legislative seats was abolished this year. The 
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United States has tied any resumption of military cooperation with 
Indonesia to military reform, including the calling to account of army- 
backed militia violence surrounding East Timor’s independence vote in 
1999. Military cooperation with the United States was sharply reduced 
in 1999 by a Congressional amendment during the East Timor turmoil 
in which 1,400 people died, according to the United Nations. Yudhoyono, 
who is expected to announce his cabinet on the day of his October 20 
inauguration, said the body will consist of 34 members to be enone for 
their “personal integrity, capability, experience and acceptability. The 
president-elect said he would revive ministries of sports and housing 
scrapped following Suharto’s resignation, an intended to split the trade 
and industry portfolio. 


Yudhoyono, has made ambitious pledges to reform the country’s 
sluggish economy and stamp out endemic corruption which has scared 
away badly needed foreign investment. 


Meanwhile, six civilians were killed when separatist guerrillas 
sprayed their vehicles with bullets in an ambush in Indonesia’s remote 
eastern province of Papua. The killings were reportedly the latest in a 
series of deaths in the province and prompted an evacuation of hundreds 
of people from the area to prevent further bloodshed. 


Gunmen believed to be of the Free Papua organization (OPM), 
a fractious rebel group behind a long-running and sporadic independence 
battle, attacked late Tuesday near Papua’s Mulia town, national police 
spokesman Paiman said. “The details area still sketchy and we are still 
awaiting the full report but the assailants were said to be from the 
OPM,” Paiman told AFP. 


No Australian troops will be allowed in Indonesia. Indonesian 
President Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono has ruled out allowing Australian 
troops to be stationed on its soil or letting them carry out pre-emptive 
strikes against extremists on its territory. In an interview with The 
Bulletin magazine, Yudhoyono said relation with Australia would be a 
priority for his government but no Australian military or police in 
Indonesia", he said. “ With good cooperation, there will be no need for 
the presence of the Australian military or police in Indonesia”, he said. 
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“That would only create problems for Indonesian people, who could 
wrongly perceive that as a form of intervention.” 


Relations between the two countries have been prickly since 
Australia led international intervention in East Timor in 1999 to stopa 
bloodbath by Indonesian troops and their militia proxies. However, police 
and other cooperation against Islamic extremists was stepped up after 
the 2002 Bali bombings. It was further increased after September's 
bombing of the Australian embassy in Jakarta. Prime Minister John 
Howard’s government has stirred controversy by raising the possibility 
of preemptive strikes in the territory of unspecified neighbours to stop 
terrorist attacks. Those statements have been widely interpreted to 
mean Indonesia despite government denials. Since Howard's re-election 
last month, which coincided with that of Yudhoyono, the Australian 
government has talked of a new security pact with its giant neighbour 
in a bid to mend ties. 


Yudhoyono told The Bulletin a discussion forum was more 
important. “We don't need to create security or defiance pacts because 
even in Southeast Asia we’ve never thought to create such pacts,” he 
said. “What we need is a forum for dialogue between Indonesia and 
Australia to initiate talk on how regional security can be managed, “I 
will push strongly to create such a forum.” The former general also 
promised to take stern action against terrorists operating out of 
Indonesia. The Al-Qaeda-linked Jemaah Islamiyah, which is blamed 
for numerous attacks including the Bali blasts, is based in Indonesia. 


President Yudhoyono, popularly known by initials SBY, is the 
US educated former General of the army, one time Suharto’s adjutant 
and a former security minister under Sukarnoputri. In Asia, generally 
soldier presidents have less institutional higher education but SBY is 
already a Ph. D. candidate in Jakarta University and his doctoral thesis 
is about poverty alleviation and address of unemployment problem. 
The President has a reputation of being a moderate, capable and cautious 
administrator. He is widely supported by Western governments, who 
are pleased with his relatively strong stance against Islamic extremism: 
his remarks on Bali bombings drew applause from them being directly 
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elected by popular votes he should enjoy or command immense power 
and authority. The electorate looked for a clean President, a clean 
cabinet and a government that govern with no fuss or ado. The President 
faces a daunting task and a tough time solving Indonesia's many 
problems and the works are cut out for him. He will have to streamline 
the sagging economy, curb alarming and endemic corruption and arouse 
public confidence in the democratic system. No less he will be bothered 
with reforms in all sectors, especially in economy and judiciary. It will 
be difficult for him to maintain the pace with people's aspirations and 
wishes. These days the voters are too demanding. 


Yudhoyono is relatively new in the political arena but certain 
things he began with after assuming office are really commendable. 
As the new cabinet was sworn-in, he urged the newly appointed 
ministers to produce results rather than rhetoric to allay public doubts 
about their capability. The President promised to personally lead a war 
on endemic graft and revive a state economy. And cabinet member 
implicated in corruption should resign immediately and face the sanctions 
under the country's law. But he'd rather be careful not to alienate a 
predominantly Muslim bloc. The Al-Qaeda-linked Jemaah Islamiyah, 
which is blamed for numerous attacks including the Bali nightclub blasts, 
killing mostly foreigners (who were dancing, drinking and dating with 
Balinese charming damsels actually), is based in Indonesia: Yudhoyono's 
one problem is that he does not control the parliament; his rival political 
parties are in command. His Democratic party led coalition has only 
103 of 550 seats in the House such a situation he has to carry the : 
parliament with him to introduce reforms and, therefore, he will need 
plenty of tact, skill a persuasiveness to manage the parliament, or else 
his cherished goals will never be achieved, to say the least. One way to 
go about it for a smooth sail will be to further include members form 
different parties in his new cabinet; it will also help him to meet another 
crucial challenge in the sense that the parliament will be made a partner 
in his vital reform programme. 


Another priority area is the separatist movement in Aceh and 
Papua. The issue now is resolution and dialogue. Armed conflicts and 
Human Rights abuses are routinely reported from there. A political 
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rather than a military solution is the answer to make a break through in 
the nagging processes. After the loss of East Timor, many outlying 
islands are toying with the idea of secession from Indonesia, as reports 
filter in authoritatively. Here, there is a greater need for balancing an 
effective central authority in Jakarta and granting greater degree of 
autonomy to these areas but how he does all that dynamics remains to 
be monitored or seen. However, the President is said to be intellectually 
curious, more comfortable in the spotlight than Megawati, and also 
widely viewed as a man of integrity, who would be strong in times of 
crises. At the same time he is thought to be indecisive and too much of 
a micro-manager, not is there much to separate him from Megawati on 
policy. Some critic's point out army's influencing the politics in Indonesia 
but the Herald Tribune wrote: We're less alarmist but must point out 
that even if the new president wanted to; it would be pretty hard for 
the General to reverse the democratic trend". 


President Yudhoyono must spare no efforts to consolidate the 
edifice of democracy on one hand and ensure reforms, security and 
reconciliation and the economic recovery thereby alleviating people's 
sufferings, and not ever compromise with corruption at any level or the 
other. If he can himself remain above board and untainted and really 
takes on the corrupt regardless of their position and connection to even 
high places, and at the same time fares reasonable well in other areas 
with transparency and account ability-albeit any spectacular 
achievement is unrealistic-he will surely succeed with the sagacity he 
possesses and in the process help the new-found democracy march 
ahead with all its bounties and blessings. He must remain alert that his 
past as an army general is not mirrored in his new democratic rule. 
Under him, Indonesia has to demonstrate itself not only as moderate, 
tolerant Muslim country but also as one with better security in the face 
of terrorist attacks allegedly from indigenous terrorist networks. In short, 
good governance must be hallmark of his government with all the 
presidential trappings. 


Chapter 17 


Anwar Ibrahim 


A defiant Anwar Ibrahim pledged to fight on for reform in 
Malaysia as he returned to a hero's welcome after spinal surgery in 
Germany, saying Prime Minister Abdulla Ahamad Badawi fell short of 
expectations during his first year in power. Hundreds of supporters 
defied a police van to greet the former deputy premier at the airport, 
chanting his battle cry of “Reformasi” (reform) and shouting “Long 
live Anwar!” 


Some 1,000 gathered later at his home in an up-market Kuala 
Lumpur suburb. Anwar told them his release last month after six years 
in jail was just the start of a new chapter in the struggle to reform a 
government which he says is corrupt. “I want to say thank you to you 
all but let me stress our problems are many. Don’t think now that Anwar 
is free, everything is settled,” he said in a 20 minute speech to supporters 
gathered in his garden in the street and perched on the walls around his 
house. 


*Anwar's release is the start of a new chapter. This chapter is 
one of defending the rights of all Malaysians, of all races,” he said. 
Anwar, whose conviction for corruption has bars him from standing 
for public office until 2008, said he would seek a meeting with Abdullah, 
who took over when premier Mahathir Mohamad retired. He said he 
would thank Abdullah for his release but has no intention of rejoining 
the ruling United Malays National Organization (UMNO). He stressed 
he would stay in the opposition camp and in the National Justice Party 
(Keadilan) headed by his wife Wan Azizah Ismail. 


Anwar told reporters later that Abdullah’s pledges for reform 
and an anti-corruption drive “fell short of expectations” especially after 
the victory of the UMNO-led ruling coalition in March’s general election. 
He said he would press the premier for further reform of the judiciary, 
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for an easing of pressure on opposition parties and “a sustainable 
economic approach” to wipe our poverty, curb corruption and build a 
competitive nation. “The general feeling is that nothing has actually 
changed. What we demand is an agenda for change,” Anwar said. He 
urged supporters to ensure their efforts were peaceful so the 
government had no excuse to clamp down on them. Anwar, heir 
apparent to Mahathir before being on charges of corruption and sodomy 
which he said were cooked up to prevent him challenging Mahatir for 
the premiership. Anwar said some of his supporters had initiated moves 
to seek a pardon for him form the king that would let him enter politics 
immediately, but such a quest was not an admission of guilt. 


"I am innocent of these vicious allegations against me,” he said. 
He had already served a sentence for allegedly corruptly using his 
position to cover up charges of sexual misconduct when the country’s 
highest court overturned his separate conviction for sodomy on 
September 2 and set him free. Anwar criticized the massive police 
operation at the airport to prevent his supporters turning out welcome 


him, saying, “They (his supporters) brought flowers, not bullets.” Police: 


set up six roadblocks on the way to the airport outside Kuala Lumpur 
but more than 500 supporters turned up, many taking the high-speed 
train from the capital. 


The gruesome deaths in south Thailand was on the mink of 
Anwar Ibrahim, Malaysia's most famous dissident and best known 
moderate Muslim reformist leader, as he set foot on Malaysian soil on 
November I after spending two months abroad seeking medical 
treatment for spinal injuries made worse during his time in a local jail. 


The former Malaysian deputy prime minister expressed grave 
concern over the escalating crisis and condemned Thai Prime Minister 
Thaksin Shinawatra's claim that 78 Muslim men who suffocated while 
in military custody died because they were weakened by fasting during 
the Islamic holy month of Ramadan. 


The 78 were part of a group of 1,300 protesters crammed into 
trucks by troops after they broke up a demonstration in Tak Bai in 
southern Narathiwat province. 
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At leas six others were also shot dead at the protest and three 
others were found drowned in a river near the protest site, officials 
said. | 


“I urge Thaksin to resolve the problems in a just and fair manner 
without relying too much on the security forces." Anwar told IPS, when 
he landed in the capital city after being away in Germany for spinal 
surgery. 


“The Muslim problem (in south Thailand) is related to poverty 
and lack of development. I am deeply saddened by the tragedy and 
urge all parties not to prolong the conflict as it would escalate out of 
control," he added. 


While Anwar expressed his concern over the escalation violence 
in southern Thailand and democracy in the region and at home, his 
supporters, however, had to battle police merely to greet him at the 
airport. 


The former deputy Prime Minister returned home to a rousing 
welcome from thousands of jubiland supporters who had earlier scuffled 
with police and broke through several layers of tight police cordon that 
to some opposition leaders brought back memories of the heavy handed 
crackdowns that were common when Mahathir Mohammad was prime 
minister. Thousands of supporters were turned away at police roadblocks 
mounted on all approaches to the airport. Many carried placards that 
read "Anwar for a New Malaysia." "Why the heavy security ... why 
the crackdown when they only brought flowers not bullets?" asked 
Anwar as hundreds of supporters shouted “Reformasi! Reformasi!” — 
the old battle cry that had brought thousands into the street demanding 
respect for human rights and space for freedom of expression. “We 
are all brothers.. we reject the politics of using Muslims and non-Muslims 
to scare Muslims. We will work for justice and equality for all races," 
Anwar told cheering supporters. 


Anwar was Mahathir’s deputy and heir-apparent to the 
premiership before being sacked in 1998 and later jailed on charges 
which he said were cooked up to prevent him challenging Mahathir for 
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the leadership. While undergoing interrogation he was beaten by the 
then inspector general of police which aggravated a spinal injury caused 
by a horse-riding accident. For years, he could not walk unaided and 
had to use a wheel chair and a neck brace to support his spine. Anwar 
had already served a sentence for allegedly using his position to cover 
up charges of sexual misconduct when the country’s highest court 
overturned his separate conviction for sodomy on September 2 and set 
him free. The Federal Court, however, upheld a corruption charge, 
which means that he is barred from holding political office or contesting 
in elections for five years until 2008. 


Supporters have appealed to King to pardon him, an act that 
would lift the ban. Anwar said he would press present Prime Minister 
Abdullah Ahmed Badawi further to ease the pressure on opposition 
parties. “Our judiciary is still short fully independent”, he said. Anwar 
also charged that corruption was still rampant despite Abdullah’s pledge 
to weed it. “A new chapter starts today in our struggle for a just society 
free of fear, malice and corruption. Corruption is rampant and the 
economy is in deep deficit," he told his supporters standing unaided. 
Taken together, some analysis believe Anwar's return to politics, his 
international standing as a moderate Islamic leader and his charismatic 
pull on young, western educated Malays is set to challenge the political 
establishment and radically alter the political landscape. 


That aside, Anwar has also kept open the option of rejoining 
the ruling United Malays National Organization (UMNO) now headed 
by Abdullah even as he reiterates he will remain with the opposition. It 
is a possibility that some in Anwar's camp hope for and an option that 
others fear. There is also deep division within Anwar's National Justice 
Party over how to relate to the equally reformist minded Abdullah whose 
soft spoken, common-man style has a huge following. Abdullah is equally 
respected like Anwar for his Islamic erudition. "Even if Abdullah is 
willing to accommodate Anwar, Abdullah is coming under real pressure 
from Mahathir's faction in UMNO to check Anwar's political 
comeback," a political analyst told IPS. “Anwar has to be careful not 
to appear that he wants to overturn the boat or he might end up 
imprisoned again." 
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But despite such fears there is also hope that Anwar's return 
opens à new chapter in Malaysian politics. "What we had waited for 
has finally arrived, our typhoon to bring the changes we had long desired 
has finally arrived and he is before us," said Hassan Ali, vice president 
of the party Islam se Malaysia in a speech to thousands of supporters 
gathered at Anwar's house on Sunday. “Anwar will reunite the 
opposition, he will infuse new vigour intous, he will change the country’s 
political landscape,” he said. “He is the only man who can pull it.” 


Chapter 18 


Abdullah Badawi 


Dato’ Seri Abdullah Ahmed Badawi: The Prime Minister 
of Malaysia 


A strong advocate of instilling the right mindset, culture, values 
and attitude in people, the Honorable Dato’ Seri Abdullah Ahmed Badawi 
believes in developing Malaysians in all spheres, particularly via 
education, for the continuous success of the country. 


Since he took office as the 5^ Prime Minister of Malaysia on 
31 October 2003, Dato’ Seri Abdullah has introduced various policies 
that placed great importance on human resources. This is partly attributed 
to his background. 


The Prime Minister was born on 26 November 1939 in Bayan 
lepas, Penang, to a family of educationists. His grandfather was the 
founder of an Islamic religious school which he attended, besides the 
English-based education system at Bukit Mertajam High School and 
the Methodists Boys’ school in Penang. 


It was in these formative years that his knowledge on Islam 
was nurtured and strengthened when he pursued a Bachelor of Arts 
(Honours) in Islamic Studies at University of Malaya. The Prime 
Minister holds the view that Islam and modernity are not mutually 
exclusive and therefore places great emphasis on developeing a society 
that is progressive, modern and knowledgeable. 


The Prime Minister started his career by joining the 
government’s Public Service Department in 1964. he moved to the 
National Operation Council (NOC) in 1969, a body that was set up to 
steer the country’s direction post the racial riot in 1969. 


His current views towards racial integration in Malaysia are 
greatly shaped by his experience in the Council. Dato’ Seri Abdullah 
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was then promoted to the Ministry of Culture, Youth and Sports (197 1- 
1978). His is no stranger to youth issues, having served as the President 
of Federation of Peninsula Malay Students (Gabungan Pelajar-Pelajar 
Melayu Seminanjung) from 1962 to 1964. as the Director General and 
later Deputy Secretary General of the Ministry, Dato’ Seri Abdullah 
actively engaged youths, particularly student leaders whose views 
commonly contradicted the Government's. The Prime Minister strongly 
believes that youth is one of the nation’s most important assets and is 
the foundation of the country’s future. 


The Prime Minister’s direct foray into politics was marked by 
his resignation from the public service in 1978. Since he won his first 
parliamentary election in 1978, the Prime Minister has successfully 
retained his Kepala Batas seat. A loyal United Malay National 
Organization (UMNO) member since 1965, the Prime Minister has 
held various posts in the political party. He is currently UMNO Acting 
President. 


His first political appointment to the Government was as the 
Parliamentary Secretary to the Federal Territory Ministry. He was then 
promoted to Deputy Minister in the same Ministry in 1980. Dato’ Seri 
Abdullah later held the post of Minister in the Prime Minister’s 
Department (1986-1987) and Minister of Foreign Affair (1991-1999). 
In January 1999, Dato’ Seri Abdullah was appointed as the Deputy 
Prime minister and Minister of Home Affairs. He now holds 2 other 
portfolios, namely Ministry of Internal Security and Ministry of Finance. 
The Prime Minister is also the Chairman of the Non-Aligned Movement 
(NAM) and Organization of the Islamic Conference (OIC). 


In his leisure time, the Prime Minister enjoys golf and fishing. 
Dato’ Seri Abdullah is married to Datin Seri Endon Mahmood, and the 
couple is blessed with a son and a daughter. The Prime Minister has 4 
grandchildren. 


Abdullah Ahmed Badawi was sworn in (on Monday 23-03-04) 
as Malaysia’s fifth Prime Minister, one day after securing a landslide 
election victory that handed the extremist Islamic opposition its worst 
defeat in more than a decade. Abdullah, dressed in a sombre black 
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tunic and traditional gold embroidered cloth wrapped around his waist, 
took the oath of office before the king Syed Sirajuddin in the national 
palace, where he swore to “fulfil the obligations of this post with 
honestly and with all strength,” "I will be loyal to Malaysia and protect 
and defend the constitution", Abdullah pledged. 


The ceremony, which was attended by hundreds of top officials 
including former long-time leader Mahathir Mohamad who handed 
power to Abdullah five months ago, took place as recounting continued 
to decide whether the Islamic opposition would recover a modicum of 
pride after March 21, sweeping defeat by retaining control one of 
Malaysia's 13 states. 


Abdullah's National Front was returned to power with a massive 
majourity- 1950f 219 seats in the Federal Parliament and strummed the 
opposition by securing huge margins, even in the states opposition PAS 
thought were safely its own. Voters over whelmigly rejected the hard- 
line policies of the Pan-Malaysian Islamic Party, known as PAS, in 
favour of Abdullah's promises of a moderate form of Islam and cleaner 
government after Mahathir, who retired October 2003, after 22 years 
in power. 


In just over six weeks in office, Abdullah has shaken up the 
powerful civil service with personal spot checks on department notorious 
for their shoddy practice and acknowledged that government corruption 
is a serious problem that needs attention. He has talked up rural 
programmes to woo the country's politically dominant Malay community. 
And he has displayed unexpected gumption by shelving a controversial 
14.5 billion ringgit (3.8 billion) railway project and mandating the review 
of several other large and controversial infrastructure contract award 
made in the month before Mahatir retired. (Far Eastern Review Dee 
25-2003-Jan 1, 2004) 


Malaysia's Prime Minister has assured illegal immigrants that 
they would not be arrested or persecuted if they leave the country 
voluntarily under an amnesty offer. The premier, Abdullah Ahmad 
Badawi, said that illegal workers should come out immediately to avoid 
bottlenecks in the closing days of the amnesty. The authorities will not 
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detain or prosecute the illegal immigrants, Abdullah was quoted as 
saying by the national news agency, Bernama. Malaysia has said it 
hope to evict some 400,000 of its estimated 1.2 million illegal foreign 
workers during the 17 days amnesty that began Friday for the Islamic 
holy fasting month of Ramadan. Most of the illegal workers are from 
Indonesia and form the backbone of Malaysia’s construction industry, 
but are also accused of petty crimes such as thefts. 


According to the government, only 2,017 illegal immigrants, 
mostly Indonesians, left Malaysia, far below the 20,000 target set by 
the government. Abdullah noted that illegal workers are already living 
in the country in fear and are vulnerable to exploitation by their 
employers, who don’t have to pay them as much as legal workers. 
Abdullah hinted that there will be future amnesty programs also. “We 
can’t say that is the final program, because the problems of entry into 
the country will persist from time to time as it is difficult to control the 
extensive coastline,” he was quoted as saying. 


With eight full-fledged Islamic Banks including three Middle 
East players, predominantly Muslim Malaysia has set the stage to 
become a key Islamic financial hub in the region, analysts say. The 
central bank last week completed a plan to fast-track the liberalization 
of the Islamic banking sector this year, three years ahead of the World 
Trade Organization deadline in 2007. It awarded the remaining two 
foreign Islamic banking. Licenses to Saudi Arabia’s largest bank Al- 
Rajhi Banking and Investment and the consortium led by the Qatar 
Islamic Bank after granting the first one to Kuwait Finance House in 
May. 


Three local banking groups- Hong Kong Bank, Commerce- 
Asset Holding and RHB Capital were also granted approvals recently 
to open Islamic banking arms, joining existing players Bank Muamalat 
and BIMB Holdings Bhd. 


Analysts said the entrance of foreign players would push local 
banks to innovate and compete more aggressively in developing Islamic 
products and services. 
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While neighboring Singapore and Hong Kong have established 
themselves as the financial center in Asia, Malaysia is carving a niche 
to tap billions of dollars of Muslim funds seeking new investment homes 
after the 2001 terror attacks in the United States and uncertainties in 
the Middle East, they said. 


“The intention of bringing in foreign players was not for them 
to compete in the local market but to use Malaysia as a spring bard to 
do regional and global businesses, which will eventually raise Malaysia’s 
profile as a global hub for Islamic finance and banking,” said TA 
Secutityies research chief Ngu Chie Kieng. 


Islamic banking, first introduced in mainly Muslim Malaysia in 
1983, combines Islamic laws against interest payments with modern 
banking principles. 

The government has said it would gradually award Islamic 
banking license to all banks as part of efforts to make the segment 
grow and encourage the expansion of such services offshore. 


As of June, assists in Malaysia's Islamic banking sector stood | 


at 89.1 billion ringgit (23.45 billion dollars), representing nearly 1 percent 
of the overall banking system, and the government aims to double this 
to percent by 2010. 


Avenue Securities analyst Chan Ken Yew said the new foreign 
players would bring in a different scope of experience and expertise in 
term of Islamic compliant products and services. 


"These foreign banks will be able to help attract the inflow of 
funds from West Asia, a region with higher income per capita. So the 
pie can eventually grow bigger for everybody," he said. But despite the 
huge potentials, Chan cautioned that the challenge for the Islamic Banks 
were to ensure they have strong risk management. “It is hard for Islamic 
bank to do hedging. They will not be able to capitalize on a high interest 
rate environment as they cannot pass on the high rates to the customers," 
he said, adding most banks generally favour conventional to Islamic 
banking. Economists said there has been a boom in Islamic banking in 
the aftermath of the September 11 terror attacks in the United States 
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as investors pulled funds out of the west. The Islamic finance market 
worldwide is estimated to be worth 200 billion dollars and is rowing at 
15 percent a year, they said. 


Refugee status soon for 10,000 Rohingyas 


About 10,000 Rohingyas in Malaysia will soon be able to breathe 
easy. Minister in the Prime Minister's Department Datuk Seri Nazri 
Aziz confirmed today that the Government was in the process of giving 
the Rohingyas (an ethnic minority group in Myanmar) identification 
cards and according them refugee status. This something that has been 
long awaited by the displaced community in Malaysia and the United 
Nations High Commissioners for refugee (UNHCR). UNHCR grants 
the Rohingyas political refugee status but as they have not been formally 
recognized by the Malaysian Government, they can be detained and 
deported. Nazri said he had recently informed MPs about the decision 
and that the details of the ID issuance would be handled by the Home 
Affairs Ministry. He added that the ID card would not constitute 
citizenship status, as it was a tool to allow the Government to monitor 
their movements within the country as well as prevent them from being 
deported. 


Most Rohingyas, with long-standing grievances against their 
Government, come into Malaysia legally but then they are either not 
welcome back in their country or have destroyed their own 
documentation. 


According to article 1 of the UN Convention on refugees, a 
refugee is someone who is outside his or her country or nationality or 
habitual residence; has a well-founded fear of persecution because of 
his/her race, religion, nationality, membership in a particular social group 
or political opinion, and is unable for unwilling to avail himself/herself 
of the protection of that country, or to return there, for fear of 
persecution. 


Chapter 19 


Thai Muslims Massacre 


Thailand’s army said it was investigating a report that 40 people 
remained missing at a riot and the rounding up of Muslim protesters 
two weeks ago that left 87 people dead. 


Families claim the men have been missing since October 25 
when security forces broke up a protest at Tak Bai in the southern 
province of Narathiwat and pilled hundreds of arrested men into army 
trucks, according to a Thai newspaper report. Some 78 died mainly 
from suffocation and crushing in the trucks, according to officials, along 
with nine when troops and police broke up the riot with gunfire, tear 
gas and water cannon. 


The army denied that it was hiding details of anybody who was 
missing. But an informed source in the region said: “According to army 
intelligence, there were about 20 people believed missing from the 
incident.” 


The source said the 20 did not include the 22 victims who 
remained unidentified following the tragedy at Tak Bai. 


Army officials said the missing men could have left the area 
and passed into neighbouring Malaysia without telling their families. 


“ We don't have anybody that is missing up until now," army 
spokesman Colonel Somkuan Saengpataranetr told AFP. “We are trying 
to investigate but we have to ask the police to contact the families.” 


The bodies of the 22 unidentified men have already been buried 
but families were being shown photographs, according to the Bangkok 
Post newspaper. The government has set up an independent commission 
to investigate the deaths of the 78, headed by a former parliamentary 
ombudsman, but a group representing Muslims in Thailand said Tuesday 
it was setting up its own inquiry. 
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“We found that some of our information did not match the 
information from the government. We nee to find the truth," said Paisarn 
Promyong, deputy secretary of the Islamic Committee of Thailand. 


Meanwhile, killings continued in the Muslim-majority south with 
a man and his wife, both Buddhist factory workers, shot dead as they 
traveled to work. They were killed by two men riding a motorcycle, a 
common tactic used by militants in the region where more than 450 
people have died this year in an insurgency sparked back to life in 
January. 


A group of 144 academics have increased the pressure on 
Thailand's premier by releasing an open letter demanding his apologies 
for the deaths of 78 Muslim protesters piled on army trucks by security 
forces. The academics from 18 Thai universities said Prime Minister 
Thaksin Shinawatra should take responsibility for the deaths following 
ariot two weeks ago in the insurgency-wracked Muslim-majority south 
of the country. 


Thaksin has said the deaths should not have happened but has 
stoopped short of a full apology. On Monday he said he could apologies 
if he thought it would help the situation. “I am ready to do anything if it 
helps to stop the problem. I could apologies if it will help, I can walk to 
every single house if it helps," he told reporters. 


“The government has to do many things to heal people's feelings 


after the incident." A total of 87 people died after troops broke up the 


riot at Tak Bai in the southern province of Narathiwat with tear gas, 
water cannon and gunfire. The majority suffocated or were crushed 
after being bound and left for hours on trucks. 


Since the tragedy, Thaksin has continued to take a hard line 
against militants blamed for an insurgency that has left at least 539 
people dead since January. But the academics in their letter said the 
government had failed in its tough policy of suppression. “We totally 
disagree with the policy of using force to solve the problem and we call 
for the government to change its policies," said the letter. "As the highest 
person in power, the prime minister cannot deny responsibility for the 
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failure of the policies and the least the prime minister should do is 
apologies to the people, especially Muslims and relatives of the dead 
people.” Thaksin said he was prepared to meet the academics to discuss 
their concerns. 


Muslims make up about ten percent of the population of 
predominantly Buddhist Thailand, who are in a majority in four of the 
kingdom’s southern provinces. 


| Meanwhile, Buddhists in Thailand have implored Prime Minister 
Thaksin Shinawatra to end violence targeting them on an almost daily 
basis in the south of the country. 


Nearly two dozen people have died, many of them Buddhists, 
in a series of revenge attacks after a government crackdown on a riot 
two weeks ago left 85 Muslims dead. Thaksin visited a temple in Tak 
Bai district in Narathiwat province, where as many as 1,000 Buddhists 
living in the mainly Islamic region had gathered to express fear over 
revenge attacks and frustration over finding those committing the crimes. 
The government is moving to suppress a video CD of security forces 
beating Muslim protestors in the restive south on a day in which 87 
demonstrators were killed. 


A defense ministry spokesman said police had been instructed 
to investigate potential charges against the VCD's producers, whom 
he said were part of a group already well known to authorities and 

‘linked to the current violence. “The VCD producers want to create 
more violence and want to make it harder for the government to solve 
the unrest in the south,” said spokesman Major General Balangura 
Klaharn. “We already know which people are making these VCDs but 
we don’t want to reveal their names right now,” he said. 


The VCD shows soldiers beating and trampling on protesters 
whose hands are bound behind their backs after a riot at Tak Bai in 
Narathiwat province on October 25, according to the Bangkok Post. 
The daily said the video was compiled from news footage as well as 
private video coverage of the day in which 87 Muslim demonstrators 
died most of them through suffocation after being piled onto the backs 
of army trucks. 
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Tensions have risen sharply in the Muslim-majority south since 
the Tak Bai deaths leading to a spate of gun, bomb, and arson attacks 
mostly targeting state officials and buildings. 


An outlawed Thai Muslim separatist group offered a bounty of 
over 2,000 US dollars for the killing of governors or senior government 
officials in the troubled Muslim-majority south. 


Muslim separatists warned of a violent backlash against the 
brutal quelling of a riot that left 85 protesters dead in the south, as the 
Thai premier faced mounting questions over the handling of the incident. 


Tensions remained high in the Muslim-dominated region, where 
a separatist insurgency has raged this year and left more than 415 
people dead, with violence erupting anew at the Monday protest and 
its aftermath. Six protesters were reportedly shot dead at the 
demonstration outside the Tak Bai police station in southern Narathiwat 
province, while officials acknowledged that 78 had suffocated or were 
crushed to death after being arrested and crammed onto military trucks. 


The toll rose by on when a protester succumbed to his injuries 
in hospital, according ot General Sirichai Thanyasiri, chairman of the 
Southern Border Provinces Peace Building Command. A longstanding 
and outlawed separatist group vowed to carry out revenge attacks 
following the deaths. “They will pay for what they have done, their 
cities will burn,” said the statement posted on the website of the Pattani 
United Liberation Organization (PULO). “Their blood will pour into 
Land River,” it went on. “Our weapons are fire and oil”. 


The massage followed a threat posted on the same website in 
April to foreigners not to travel to key Thai tourist destinations following 
the deaths of 108 militants and 5 security forces during a one day 
uprising against Bangkok’s rule. Separatist-related violence erupted 
again, police said, with the execution-style shooting death of Thai village 
headman assistant Prasit Sukpaiboon in Narathiwat’s Raman district. 
Three other people in the province were shot and wounded, according 
to the police. Police defused a bomb set to go off outside a provincial 
school in Narathiwat. 
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Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra announced he was launching 
an inquiry into the deaths, which have brought widespread international 
outrage, particularly in majority Muslim nations including Iran, Pakistan 
and Thai neighbour Malaysia. Most victims suffocated while several 
broke their necks when 1,300 people were stuffed into vehicles at least 
six hours, after police and troops had used water cannon, gunfire and 
tear gas to break up the demonstration. Thaksin stopped short of an 
apology after blaming fasting during the Muslim holy month of Ramadan 
and drug use among protesters for the high death toll. Rights groups 
have demanded an independent investigation and autopsies to determine 
how the protesters died. 


In its editorial of 28-10-04 issue the Independent Daily of 
Bangladesh wrote: 


“Yet another country is the scene of clashes between minority 
Muslims and mainstream Buddhists. Thailand’s Muslim south was the 
scene of clashes that left 84 Muslims died, an agency report said. Most 
of the victims suffocated when1300 detained protesters were crammed 
into trucks after officials used water cannon and tear gas to break up a 
protest on 25" of October outside a police station in Narathiwat which 
is a Muslim populated area. Six died in the clashes with the police and 


the others were crushed and suffocated as they were being taken away . 


in trucks for questioning. The Thai Prime Minister, speaking on these 
deaths said that the protesters were weak from fasting during Ramazan 
and some of them quickly succumbed to the heat of suffocation. 


“Events since the 11" of September 2001, have demonstrated 
that worldwide, in the countries where the Muslims are a minority, both 
the majority of the people, and the governments have taken them to be 
activists and terrorists are subduing them by force and even killing 
them. Any protests by Muslims in such countries provoke extreme 
reaction from the people and the law enforcing authorities. In this most 
recent Thai tragedy the scenario was brought about by overreaction 
from the police who put down the protests by force, and one can say in 
a merciless manner, not even considering the physical condition of the 
fasting protesters, which the Thai Prime Minister admitted. So many 
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deaths from a single day of demonstration are unprecedented in normal 
times, in any country. Besides being repressed in everyday social and 
community aspects, the Muslims in Thailand seem to be now faced 
with grave threats from the administration and the law and order 
authorities. Things have come to such a pass that many ordinary law- 
abiding Muslims are harassed regularly in civic life by fellow non-Muslim 
citizens, and law and order agencies. Any minor transgressions or 
routine protests by Muslims on socio-political issue are taken up as 
major infringements of law and order in the community and by the 
administration. 


“Though issues relating to communal harmony are considered 
internal matters of every country, but the problem of repression on 
Muslims in various countries, West or East, particularly since 11" 
September, needs it be tackled by government of nations. Bangladesh 
should also voice its concern in the world body and may also be part of 
a 'group action committee' of representatives from Asian countries, 
where issues of communal harmony and repression of minority 
communities are assuming serious and critical status. We are also 
hopeful that the Thai government, under the leadership of its dynamic 
Prime Minister, will solve their problems of communal strife with urgency 


and dispatch." 


Thailand to prosecute 300 Muslims detained in deadly 
riot 
Thai Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra said the government 


would prosecute 300 hundred Muslims detained at riot this week that 
led to the deaths of 87 protesters, while another 900 would be released. 


Facing mounting criticism over the level of force used in the 
Muslim-majority south, the premier also said he may lift a curfew 
imposed after chaotic demonstration where about 1,300 people were 
arrested “I have received a report from General Sirichai Tanyasiri, 
head of the southern Provinces Peacekeeping Command, that 300 of 
the detains will be prosecuted, and more than 900 would be released," 
Thaksin said in his weekly radio address. 
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He did not say what charges the 300 would face. Under martial 


law, suspects can be detained for up to seven days without charge. Of 


those arrested at the protest in Tak Bai, Narathiwat province, 78 died 
in the custody of Thai security forces. Six were shot dead during the 
riot, while another three were found drowned in river next to the protest 
site, according to the foreign ministry. The announcement came as a 
delegation of Thailand’s independent National Human Rights 
Commission was in the south conduction a probe into the deaths. 


Commissioner Amporn Meesuk led the delegation of Tak Bai 
to study the scene of the original violence and arrests, and to meet with 
police there. Thaksin said the hundreds to be freed had been “deceived” 
and incited by rumors that government forces had attacked villagers. 
“The army will organize transportation for all freed protesters to their 
districts. They will be given 200 baht (4.88 dollars) and a shirt since 
their shirts were stripped off during the arrests,” the premier said. 


Massacre of Thai Muslims denounced 


Thailand’s government faced withering criticism on Wednesday 
after almost 80 Muslims suffocated to death while in army custody, 


with one newspaper blaming the tragedy on the prime minister’s flawed 
leadership. 


Only six people were previously believed to have been killed 
when troops and police opened fire to quell a riot outside a police station 
on Monday in Narathiwat province. But the huge leap in the toll to 78, 
and the manner of the deaths, was expected to fuel tension in the three 
southernmost provinces where 440 people have died in violence since 
January. In a front page editorial, the Nation newspaper blamed the 
tragedy on Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra’s “contempt for human 
rights” and his iron-fisted approach to a region that is home to most of 
Thailand’s six million Muslims. “Now this flawed trait of his leadership 
is threatening to plunge the country into the bitterest and most detrimental 
divide between people and state” it said. 


“Thaksin may not have been directly responsible for them 
crammed into military trucks like pigs headed for slaughterhouses, but 
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the troops’ demonstration of hatred and disregard for humanitarianism 
simply reflected how the county is being governed," the Nation said. 
The Thai Post, a Thai language newspaper, criticized their government's 
heavy-handed campaign in the south. “Efforts to resolve problems with 
eye-for-an-eye measures will ease problems and restore confidence 
to the affected community," the newspaper said in a editorial. The 
Bangkok Post said the tragedy could drive Muslim youths into the hands 
of militants “bent on creating an Islamic state in southern Thailand." 
“The government must realize that brute force alone will not pacify the 
restive South. And it will never succeed in winning the war against 
Islamic militants without the support and cooperation of local Muslims." 
In Bo THONG, Thailand's Prime Minister expressed regret Wednesday 
over the deaths of 78 Muslim detainees who suffocated or were crushed 
while crammed into army trucks after a riot, but insisted his security 
forces acted appropriately to quell the rioting. 


Hundreds of grieving relatives flocked to a military camp to. 
claim the bodies, and outraged Islamic leaders warned the deaths cloud 
worsen sectarian violence in the Muslim-dominated south of 
predominantly Buddhist Thailand. More than 400 people have been 
killed this year in a revival of a long-simmering insurgency. Human 
rights group urged the government to investigate the deaths. Prime 
Minister Thaksin Shinawatra acknowledged "there were some 
mistakes", and that authorities lacked enough trucks to properly transport 
the nearly 1,300 people arrested in Monday's riot in southern Narathiwat 
province because it was a public holiday. 


Gen. Sirichai Thunyasiri, commander of a task force on security 
in the region, said the military used only four trucks to transport the 
detainees, and that they spent more than six hours in the vehicles before 
arriving at an army camp in a neighboring province. “We are sorry for 
that, sorry they met an untimely death," Thaksin told the Senate, which 
had demanded an explanation for the deaths. Sen. Kraisak Choonhavan 
urged Thaksin to apologies publicly, saying the Prime Minister had 
"praised the military for doing a good job and making people die." "The 
human rights groups should not sit idle — they should to try to get rid of 
this government," Kraisak told Parliament. 
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Relatives wept Wednesday as a police spokesman read out 
names of the dead out side the Inkayuty-Borihan army camp in Pattani 
province. Muslim resident Wadamae Hajehding, 62, traveled to the 
army camp in hopes of finding that his 23 year-old son was not among 
the dead. He said Thailand's security forces were “too cruel". Police 
and soldiers fired water cannons and tear gas, then shot into the air to 
try to scatter the crowd. 


After subduing the rioters, police and soldiers kicked and in 
some cases smashed rifle butts into young men as they were forced to 
slither bare-chested across a road to the trucks that took them away. 
In the latest violence, gunmen riding on the back of motorcycles killed 
one person in Yala province and seriously wounded four others in two 
separate drive-by shootings in Narathiwat. Thaksin blamed the unrest 
on separatist leaders with ties to Muslims in northern Malaysia and 
Islamic teachers. "The core separatists are commuting between 
Kelantan state of Malaysia and southern Thailand. The authorities will 
not bow to these members of the movement," he said. 


Islamic leaders in neighboring Malaysia and Indonesia 
denounced the crackdown in Thailand, with some calling it a “holocaust” 
and "state terrorism".In Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia's largest Islamic 
opposition party denounced the Thai government. Hatta Ramli, 
Malaysia's a senior official with the Pan-Malaysian Islamic Party, said 
those killed including at least 78 detainees who suffocated or were 
crushed to death after being packed into trucks were victims of “a 
holocaust which the Thai government is responsible for". 


Thaksin cancels trip to APEC summit 


Thailand's premier has canceled his trip to the APEC (Asia- 
Pacific Economic Cooperation) summit in Chile this month amid 
continuing violence after 87 Muslim protestors died in the country's 
strife-hit south. Thaksin Shinawatra called off the trip as revenge killings 
continued in the Muslim-majority region after dozens of Muslim men 
died from suffocation after being rounded up and piled into trucks 
following a riot 12 days ago. "The Prime Minister will not be traveling 
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to Chile to attend the APEC summit." Yongyut Tiyapirat, secretary 
general to the Prime Minister told AFP. His absence will be a marked 
contrast to last year's summit, hosted by Thailand, when Thaksin was 
hailed as the regions new spokesman after Malaysian strong man 
Mahathir Mohamad stepped down. 


A close aide to Deputy Prime Minister Chavalit Yongchaiyudh 
told AFP that Chavalit would be taking Thaksin's place. Thaksin, who 
had been due to leave for Chile on November 18, 2004, said he would 
travel to the southern province of Narathiwat to Chair a meeting with 
security officials as the violence continued. Thaksin, who has been 
criticized within Thailand and abroad over his hard-line tactics in the 
south, showed few signs of softening his approach during his weekly 
radio address on Saturday. 


He rejected negotiations with separatists battling for autonomy 
in the Muslim majority region and warned that anyone found with assault 
rifles or bombs faced the death penalty. "For the militants who thought 
that by staging more violence the government will surrender and 
negotiate with them for secession, I will not yield," he told his radio 
audience. "Anyone who illegally possesses a war weapon will face the 
death sentence but innocent people do not have to panic. The 
government will apply a softer approach," he said. Two more Buddhist 
have been shot dead toll to at least 537 this year from a long-running 
insurgency that sparked back into fire in January. 


Amid a major security build-up in the south, officials said that 
the militants had switched to soft targets including students and the 
elderly. Buddhist student Nathapong Methakul, 17, was shot dead Friday 
afternoon in Narathiwat province, the scene of the riot on October 25, 
while returning home from college. "He's Chinese Thai and had very 
good manners; he did not have any personal conflicts," a police 
spokesman said. Buddhist Dam Thongmuang, 72, a former defense 
volunteer, was shot dead by two gunmen on motorcycle on Saturday 
morning at his home also in Narathiwat. No notes were left at ht scene 
of the latest killings but others left behind by gunmen in the last 12 days 
have made clear they were in revenge for the October 25 killings. 
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The Muslim deaths protested 


Thousands of Malaysian staged angry protests Friday over the 
deaths of 78 Muslims in custody in southern Thailand, calling on Thai 
Prime Minister Thaksin Shinwatra to resign. A parliamentarian for the 
fundamentalist Islamic party (PAS), told around 1,000 people outside 
the Thai embassy here that Thaksin should face an international inquiry 
and be hanged if found responsible for the deaths. The hour-long protests 
ended with a prayer calling for “Allah to eliminate Thaksin, the military 
and the police and to give Muslims in southern Thailand the strength to 
fight the violence". Similar protests were held after Friday prayers in 
northeastern Kelantan state which shares a border with southern 
Thailand and at the Thai consulate in the northern city of Penang. 


Thai king asks PM to soften approach to Muslim south 


Thailand's monarch in a rare intervention has urged the 
government to soften its approach to turmoil in the mainly Muslim south 
where two more people died Monday, Prime Minister Thaksin 
Shinawatra said. 

King Bhumibol Adulyadej gave Thaksin a private audience on 
Sunday at his palace in Hua Hin south of Bangkok. He was briefed on 
the unrest which has killed 537 people this year, including dozens who 
died in custody last week. "He expressed his concern over the situation 
in the south and he asked the government to consider being more lenient 
in dealing with the problem and to allow locals to participate in problem- 
solving," Thaksin said reporters. 

The premier said King Bhumibol wanted his government swiftly 
to solve the problem and to see both sides- security forces and militants, 
refrain from further violence. The Thai King rarely intervenes in politics 
but wields enormous influence, first expressed concern over the crisis 
in this mainly Buddhist nation in February when he urged all sides to 
work together. 


Bhumibol, 76, is the world's longest reigning monarch. 


Queen Sirikit, also alarmed at the unrest which authorities blame 
on Muslim radicals, traveled to a royal palace in Narathiwat province 
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in early September to inspect royal projects but stayed until last Saturday 
to help boost morale. “This two-month period has been full of violent 
incidents. If the situation continues to go on like this, how can the people 
live?" she reportedly said just days before the Tak Bai tragedy. 


Thaksin is facing one of his biggest crises since he was elected 
in 2001. He has refused to apologies for the tragedy but offered 
compensation to the victims. An outlawed separatist group dismissed 
the offer in a message posted Sunday on its website. “We know he is 
a billionaire, but the souls of Islam Pattani are not there to be bought 
and sold like some commodity,” the Pattani United Liberation 
Organization said. 


Thaksin conceded that the military's reputation had been 
tarnished and promised more training. The commander of the Fourth 
Army, which oversees the region, reportedly defended his troops’ 
operations. “If the same thing happened again we would again mount a 
crackdown to disperse the protesters. But next time we would be more 
careful and take a softer approach," Lieutenant General Pisarn 
Wattanawongkeeree was quoted as saying in the Bangkok Post. Attacks 
have escalated since a January raid on an arms depot re-launched a 
long-running but sporadic separatist insurgency. 


Thai senator punches colleague over issue 


A furious Thai senator has punched his colleague in the face in 
the midst of a legislative session as tensions flared over who was to 
blame for the custody deaths of 78 Muslims in the kingdom's south last 
week. 


In the unprecedented scuffle, Bangkok senator General Pratin 
Santiprapob, a former national police chief, took a swing at his 
counterpart from Mae Hong Son province, Adul Wanchaithanawong, 
who had stormed from his seat towards him. The brawl occurred as 
another senator from the capital Chermsak Pinthong, a prominent critic 
of the government, released a booklet criticizing the military's handling 
of a protest last week that led to the 78 deaths. Officials said the 
Muslims died after they were piled into military trucks for transport 
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into custody on October 25 following a demonstration at Tak Bai in 
Natathiwat. Chermsak claimed that he had traveled to the region to 
interview doctors over the deaths. 


In the normally sedate senate, Adul interrupted Chermsak as 
he spoke on the podium to tell him he had spoken for long enough, 
prompting Pratin to leap to his defense and allude to “somebody” being 
a major drug trader. Adul emanded that Pratin name who he has 
referring to, but Pratin sat silently. Then Adul leapt to his feet and 
walked towards Pratin, who stood up and made a double jab at Adul's 
face as stunned senators looked on. “It was my instinct to defend myself 
because Adul looked threatening,” the former police boss told reporters 
afterwards. The meeting continued after Pratin, who had accompanied 
Chermsak along with 14 other senators on the fact-finding mission that 
produced the contentious booklet, was escorted from the chamber by 
security. 


Five people shot dead in Thailand’s south 


Five people have been shot dead in separate incidents across 
Thailand’s Muslim-majority south over the weekend as violence 
continued following the death of 78 detainees after a demonstration 
last Monday, police said. On Sunday morning Sudhed Suthiboonsri, 38, 
a Buddhist construction worker, was gunned down at his home in Cho- 
ai-Rong district by two unidentified attackers on a motorbike, police in 
Narathiwat province said. Four others died Sunday. A police officer, 
Lance Corporal Somporn Kwanthong attached to Sai Buri station in 
Pattani province, was shot dead by unknown attackers Sunday evening 
as he shopped at a convenience store, police said. Two agricultural 
workers, Sugan Hongnil, 43, and Yui Pakorn,16, were shot dead in 
Narathiwat's Chanae district the same day, police said. 


Chapter 20 


Political unrest in Thai South 


There is a long history of unrest in this region since its annexation 
by Thailand in 1902. Almost all of the civil servants functioning in the 
five Muslim provinces are Thai Buddhist. They use the term Khaek 
when referring to Thai Muslims. In the Thai language, this term literally 
means ‘visitor’. Thai Muslims recent for it. They claim they preceded 
the Thai Buddhist by several centuries. Tolerance of the Thai Muslim 
way of life ceased when Pibul Songkhram became Prime Minister in 
1938. The policy of forced assimilation of Muslims was continued until 
the downfall of Pibul's regime in 1944. Successive governments for 
the next three years reverted to a policy of political integration of the 
‘Thai Muslims without cultural assimilation. 


Malay sentiment in Kelantan rallied behind the son of the last 
raja of Pattani, living in exile in Kelantan, urged liberating fellow Malays 
from Thai control in 1946 and 1947, claiming persecution of Thai 
Muslims by the Thai officials. The Thai government thought that Malay 
nationalists might pressed the British into annexing the Thai Muslim 
area. The government promised improvements of the Thai Muslims, 
but little came of this promise. Thing went worst when Pibul gained 
back power in 1947. Thai Muslim leader, Haji Sulong, submitted a 
petition. Pibul's government reacted to this petition by jailing Haji Sulong 
and some of his followers. This provoked a revolt in Narathiwat province 
which was quickly quelled. As many as two thousands fled to Malaya. 
In 1948 the Thai Muslim community of Pattani petitioned Great Britain 
to withhold recognition of the new Pibul government until it had acted 
favourably on their list of grievances. In that same year a Thai Muslim 
organization drew up a petition to the United Nations requesting that it 
oversee cession of Narathiwat, Yala and Pattani to the new Federation 
of Malaya. An estimated 250,000 Thai Muslims endorsed it. either by 
signatures or thumbprints. Thai authorities placed many of the leaders 
under arrest. 
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In 1951 Haji Sulong, and three of his followers, including his 
eldest son, were killed by the Thai police. Some of his followers fled to 
Malaya and other remaining in south Thailand continued to agitate. In 
1957 an underground organization submitted a petition of Thai Muslim 
grievances to Home Minister. A book written by Haji Sulong was 
published in 1958, though all but a few copies were immediately seized 
by the Thai government. In 1960's several resistance organizations 
came into being. In 1970 there were about twenty organizations. But in 
the middle of 1970s its reduced to ten. Most were small, consisting of 
a handful of Thai Muslim exiles. Some of the leaders live in South 
Thailand, they either work secretly or operate out of the forests. 


Most of the organizations call for independence. Some of them 
want an independent state under a sultan or raja, while others prefer 
an independent republic. Some of the leaders are Thai Muslim royalty; 
some are followers of Haji Sulong; some are religious leaders; some, 
mostly younger and better educated leaders, have received religious 
and secular training in abroad. 

The two largest separatist organizations are the Pattani United 
Liberation Organization and the National Liberation Front of Patani. 
Tengku Biro Gentonilo leads the first organization. Tengku Abdul Yala 
Nasser at one time was indentified as the leader of the second, though 
major decisions are made by its collective leadership. Their members 
are not known but estimated 700. This would include active members 
and part time members. During the late 1960s, some of the activists 
turned increasingly to the use of armed force to achieve their goal. 
Some of them are given guerrilla training in jungle camp. Its supreme 
commander is popularly referred to by three different names Poh Yeh, 
Dureh and Bapa Idras. Based primarily in the mountain range at the 
border of Pattani, Yala and Narathiwat. The small combat groups 
ambushes Thai Police units and attack police outposts in order to obtain 
weapons and to bolster the separatist image among villagers. 


The resistance groups rely mainly on their own efforts to raise 
money. Minor contributions have been made from time to time by a 
few Malaysian sympathizers, and larger amounts reportedly have been 
given by the Call of Islam Society which is based in Libya. The 
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vovernment of Malaysia consistently has refused to lend support or 
encouragement to the Thai Muslims insurgent groups. 


Thai Muslim rebel groups have had only a limited impact thus far 
on the Thai Muslim community in the five provinces. Villagers living in or 
near areas are intimidated by the rebels. The wealthy businessmen and 
some government officials have been afraid to move out of their houses 
without body guards. Most of the Thai Muslim villagers in the region have 
proved politically not interested in the Thai Muslims liberation movement 
or even those groups advocating autonomy. Those few Thai Muslims 
educated from Thai high schools and universities are usually loyal to Thailand. 
For they can get jobs and therefore they support the government. The 
number of Thai Muslim student is increasing in Thai universities. 


Despite the current lack of widespread popular support, the 
separatist cause is potentially explosive, if the economic conditions 
worsen, several rural Muslims would join the rebellion. Similarly, Thai 
Muslims would react violently whenever Thai authorities act against 
their religion. Police brutality or the use of excessive forces by Thai 
security units drive many Thai Muslims into the resistance movement. 


According to M. Ladd Thomas, “Thai authorities have long 
been aware of, and are increasingly concerned about, the separatist 
potential. The concern has led to a policy, never publicly enunciated, 
which contains several ingredients. One is to bolster the security forces 
in the region so as to be better able to contain, and optimistically reduce, 
separatist activities. A second is partially to "balance off’ the rural Muslim 
population with Buddhist settlement. A third consists of the Thai 
government demonstrating its tolerance for Thai Muslim religious beliefs 
and practices. Another, or fourth, to promote Thai Muslim bureaucrats 
to occupy some of the high level official positions in the five provinces. 
Another ingredient is to train Thai Buddhist official assigned to the 
region in Thai Muslim society of culture. The sixth entails alleviating 
economic depression in the region. The seventh ingredient involves 
providing education opportunities for Thai Muslims. Thai authorities 
consider the last two ingredients to more crucial, in the long run, in 
terms of preventing the separatists from gaining greater popular support. 
Accordingly, these particular ingredients warrant special attention.” 











Chapter 21 


The Crescent Moon in Southeast Asia 


The Malay world encompassing the states of Indonesia, 
Malaysia, Singapore, Brunei and the Philippines, has one of the heaviest 
concentrations of Muslim people on earth. Nearly 350 million Muslims 
of Southeast Asia make their religion predominant in the region. Within 
the Philippine republic, Muslim Filipinos still have an absolute majority 
in five southern provinces; Tawi-Tawi, Sulu, Basilan, Maguindanao and 
Lanow del Sur. In many places in these provinces it is possible for a 
Muslim child to grow up and never realize that he is a citizen of a 
predominantly Christian country. And visitors from the Christian area 
to Muslim region find themselves in a strange world where the people 
look like Filipinos but wear turbans or kopla caps and colourful large 
sarong-like garments, worship in mosques, read sing written in Arabic 
script and eat no pork. When the Spaniards arrived in 1521, Islam was 
established in Mindanao and Sulu. A fledgling community in Manila 
under the leadership of Rajah Soliman and Raja Matanda of Tondo 
was already evident. In 1565, when Spanish colonization began, the 
fall of Granada (1492) was only 73 years old. The discovery of a group 
of people of same faith as the Moors infused the Spainard with additional 
ardor in extending the struggle fouth between Christianity and Islam 
several hundred years before during the crusades and during the 
Reconquista in Spain itself. The Spainards contained Islam in the south. 
They sought for three centuries to vanquish it even there, but the Muslims 
were able to offer effective resistance until their energy began to flag 
in the second half of the nineteenth century. Picking up what the 
spainards left off, the Americans ‘pacified’ a militarily exhausted but 
still defiant Muslim people. The Americans initially adopted a general 
policy of attraction. But because the Moros were not so easily won 
over, harsher, more drastic measures were implemented to bring them 
in line. 
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When independence was granted on July 4, 1946, the Moros 
became part of the Philippine. The increasing number of the government 
sponsored resettlement resulted in a population imbalance and has led 
to the division of Moroland into provinces with Christian majorities. By 
this situation Moros become a minority in their own homeland the issue 
of preserving their homeland becomes more pressing and acute. In 
1972, the long years of neglect and alienation was given voice by the 
Moro Liberation Front (MNLF) by means of armed struggle for 
independence and self-determination. 


From 1972 to 1975, the MNLF held upper hand in many battles 
fought with the army of the government. Official estimates MNLF 
strength as 14,000 to 16,000. But unofficial sources claimed more than 
60,000. The battle of Jolo in February 1974, that the fury of the war 
reached unprecedented heights. The battle lasted for two days and left 
the town in ruins due to the bombardments from navy ships and 
continuous strafing from air force saber jets before ground forces began 
shelling the town with motors. The MNLF shot down two saber jets 
and four helicopters. The town burned for four days. This made 
international headlines and brought the Moro problem to the attention, 
of the Organization of Islamic Conference (OIC) under whose auspices 
peace negotiations were speedily undertaken. This resulted in the Tripoli 
Agreement signed between the MNLF and the Philippine Government 
on December 23, 1976 through the good office of President Kadaffi of 
Libya. 


The MNLF has been splited between Nur Misuari and Hashim 
Salamat. Hashim Salamat led MILF (Moro Islamic Liberation Front). 
On the death of Hashim Salamat the MILF is led by Murad. Nur Misuari 
signed peace accord with the government of Philippine in 1999. Failure 
on the path of the government to fulfill the agreement led Nur Misuari 
to revolt against the government in 2002. He is now in custody. The 
government is now negotiating with MILF with the help of some OIC 
members including Malaysia. i 


According to Dr. Chandra Muzaffar, the signs of resurgence 
are everywhere in Malaysia. The most obvious is the rapid spread of 
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the hejab among Muslim women in the country's urban centres. It is 
perhaps no exaggeration to say that a good 60 to 70 percent of all 
Muslim females above adolescence in urban centres wear the hejab. A 
sprinkling of Muslim males also don what is commonly regarded as 
religiously-sanctioned attire. The intermingling of the sexes is limited 
and there are now clear spheres of male and female activity within a 
number of Muslim outfits. Consequently, a number of Muslim women 
have begun to assumes less public roles. They feel that a woman's 
primary responsibility is as a wife and mother. At the same time, Muslim 
women and men who are part of the resurgence observe in meticulous 
detail the various dietary rules. There are also other more subtle changes 
in behavior and etiquette which are all aimed at upholding what the 
resurgent regard as an Islamic way of life. 


There is also a tremendous proliferation of Islamic literature 
and cassette tapes. This is yet another sign of resurgence. Many of 
these publications deal with the strengthening of individual faith, the 
norms that should be observed in personal conduct, the importance of 
adhering to the various Islamic rites and rituals and the evil that befalls 
those who deviate from “the correct path". Like the written works, a 
good portion of the tapes that are now inundating the market are 
concerned with personal morality and sin though there are also those 
that are explicitly political. Indeed, it is this growing commitment to an 
Islamic way of life expressed through individual behavior that has added 
strength and stature to the political dimension of Islamic resurgence. 


At no point in the past has there been a stronger demand for 
an Islamic state. More than ever before, there is a clarion call for a 
return to the untained, unalloyed purity of the Quran and Sunnah. The 
advocates of this approach reject nationalism in toto. They see it as 
antithecal to the universal concept of humanity embodied in Islam. They 
are even more opposed to secularism which they view as the repudiation 
of Allah's sovereignty and authority over the human being and all that 
is in the universes. They want a totally different social order where 
Allah's will and word will reign supreme. It is this demand that is being 
articulated through talks, forums and publications- apart from cassettes 
tapes. 


"f ST 
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Partly in response to all this, the Muslim-dominated government 
of multi-religious Malaysia, has embarked upon a vigorous Islamization 
policy. This in turn, has given greater impetus to the resurgence itself. 
The government response is evident from very minor to major aspects 
of administration and politics. For instance, the Islamic form of greeting 
and quotations from the Quran now embelish the speeches of 
government leaders much more than before. There is also a significant 
increase in programmes devoted to Islam over the state-run radio and 
television services. An Islamic civilization course has been made 
compulsory for all Muslim students in institutions of higher learning; it 
is optional for non-Muslims. Islamic laws are being-revamped and in 
some cases, implemented with a greater sense of purpose. Of course, 
these laws do not apply to non-Muslims. Neither do they impinge upon 
the existence of a parallel system of laws based upon the English legal 
tradition. 


More than all these picemeal changes, the government had 
since 1982 established a number of public institutions in the name of 
Islam. There is now an International Islamic University. There is also 
an Islamic Bank with a few branches in the country. An Islamic 
foundation devoted to social welfare has been set up. An Islamic 
insurance scheme is being planned. Apart from all projects, there is the 
governments programme of inculcating Islamic values. Hard work, 
discipline, honesty and sincerity are among the values. Slogans, pledges 
and competitions are some of the modes of persuasion used in this 
drive to inculcate Islamic values. All in all then, as far as strengthening 
formal Islam, institutional Islam, symbolic Islam is concerned, the 
government has played a significant role. 


Ninety percent of the citizens of the Republic of Indonesia are 
Muslims. The Islamization of the area now occupied by the modern 
nations of Malaysia and Indonesia did not take place in a short clearly 
defined time period, but was rather an ongoing process, proceeding at 
different rates in different societies, and lasting for several centuries. 


In 1942, on the eve of the Japanese occupation Nahdatul Ulama 
(NU) and Muhammadiyah were still strong and able to function 
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effectively despite the repressive atmosphere of the last years of Dutch 
rule. Muhammdiyah continued its programme of social and educational 
activities, and its tabligh and da' wah activities, to win people to Reformist 
Islam. They did have positive contributions to make to the development 
of their own communities and of the pre-independence society of 
Indonesia as a whole. Firstly, they speeded the Islamization process. 
By upgrading Islamic education they were able to create and educated 
Muslim group alongside the secular elite produced by the Dutch 
education system, and to demonstrate that religion and modern science 
and technology were able to co-exist fruitfully side by side. 


In the words of Professor Mohammed Shamsul Huq, the then 
foreign Minister of Bangladesh, “President Ziaur Raman acted quickly 
on an urgent request from President Ne Win to shift the then military 
attaché in Bangladesh mission in Rangoon. He had contacted leaders 
of Rakhine with a view to rapprochement between the Rakhine and 
the Muslim so that the Muslims of Arakan might live in amity with 
Rakhines. But President Ne Win was highly sensitive to such a move 
but it should prove to be a renewed threat to Rangoon thorough the 
unification of the Buddhists and Muslims of Arakan. In an exclusive 
two hours meeting, President Ne Win explained how he acted to contain 
what he perceived to be a secessionist moves of the Arakanese Muslims 
and also the threat to national security from the Arakan communist 
Party (ACP)". 


Now the Rakhines are on the side of nepotism while the 
Rohingyas are confined to ruthlessness. In post independent Burma, 
Rakhines were in better position. The Burma Territorial Force (BTF), 
mainly of Rakhines unleashed a reign of terror against the Rohingyas 
in 1948-51, as if the continuation of 1942 Muslim massacre by the 
Rakhines. During Ne Win's era the Rakhines had been used as tools to 
oppress the Rohingyas. 


During the 1988 democratic uprising of Burma, all national 
and political groups joined together for a common cause. Communal 
frictions and old grudges were forgotten. In the words of Bertil Lintner, 
"In Arakan state in the west, where tension between Rakhines and 
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Rohiygyas have long been prevalent, these two religious groups now 
marched hand in hand chanting anti-government slogans. The yellow 
banners of Buddhism fluttered besides Islam's green flag with the 
crescent moon." 


Following military crack-down, the spirit of united movement 
against the junta is waning down and the junta is again using the 
Rakhines against the Rohingyas of Arakan. The Junta uses all weapons 
racial, religious, political, economics and propaganda to mislead and 
divide the two sister communities of Arakan. Many Rakhines bear 
hatred against Rohingyas as “Kalas”. Whatever reasons the Rakhines 
gave to rationalize their political view, the fact is that the Rakhines 
have been gradually and effectively assimilated with the Burmese. 
Although the exodus of Rakhines form Arakan is seldom nowadays, 
migrations of Rakhines to Bengal on many occasions had been noted 
in the history. Their settlements today could be found mostly in 
Chittagong Hill Tract, Cox's Bazar, Barisal and Patuakhli, etc. 


Whatever justification the Rohingyas have to legitimize their 
present political struggle the Rohingyas have been maliciously branded 
as an aliens in their won homeland and subjected to extermination from 
Arakan. In the words of Mr. Sultan Ahmed M.P. and Parliamentary 
Secretary, “The Rohingya Muslims of Arakan merged themselves with 


' Burma in good faith that they would be treated on the same lines as 


Burmans and will be given equal right." Rohingyas are the most 
unfortunate people. Although they are one of the indigenous ethnic 
races of Burma and are the sons of the soils of Arakan, they are victims 
of perpetual persecution by the Burmese Military regimes. Contrary to 
Burmese laws, the Burmese constitution and international norms, these 
ill-fated people have been subjected to massive human rights violations 
because of their race, religion and culture. They are not equal before 
the law. 


In the words of Dr. Abdul Karim, "Even their (Rohingyas) 
basic human rights, i.e, right to live with dignity and honour has been 
taken away. The Rohingyas have been facing inhuman torture, in so 
much as they had to leave their hearth and home leaving all then 





156 The Muslims of Southeast Asia 


properties. But how could such a huge number of people suddenly 
enter into Arakan, so that the government of Burma could claim that 
they are not national of Burma? The Rohingyas have got a language, a 
culture and a heritage and above all the 3-million Rohingyas from a 
homogenous group. This is eyesore to the ruling junta of Burma and 
this is the reason why they have been trying to expel the Rohingyas, 
men, women and children." 


10. 
i. 
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